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In this image:  
Sir Philip Craven 
with international 
wheelchair 
basketball athletes, 
members of 
Worcester Wolves 
and University of 
Worcester staff

At the University of Worcester, 
much of this work focuses around 
the institution’s latest iconic facility, 
the University of Worcester Arena, 
which has been having a massive 
impact on the local, national and 
international sporting landscape 
since it opened its doors for 
the first time one year ago.

With over half a million visitors in 
its first year, the Arena has proven 
itself to be a dynamic engine 
for opportunity, driving active 
participation to a new level.

Designed throughout with inclusive 
practice in mind, the Arena 
ensures equality by providing 
a genuinely accessible facility. 
Every visitor can access the Arena 
on their own terms, creating an 
environment where people are free 
to pursue their passion for sport. 

The Arena has quickly established 
itself as a centre of excellence 
for disability sport. As well as the 
University’s innovative disability 
sport degree pathway, Boccia 
England recently held their 
national championships at the 
venue. Furthermore, Great Britain 
Wheelchair Basketball has made 
the Arena the training base for both 
their men’s and women’s teams, and 
the facility has also been chosen 
as the host venue for the 2015 
European Wheelchair Basketball 
Championships. In addition, the 
University of Worcester’s Wheelchair 
Basketball team recently won the 
inaugural BUCS national title. 

From grass roots community 
clubs through to the elite level, 
wheelchair basketball is making 
itself at home in Worcester.

AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER ARENA WE 
LOOK BACK AT ITS FIRST 
YEAR OF SUCCESS
WITH THE GLITTERING 
LIGHTS OF THE LONDON 
2012 OLYMPIC & 
PARALYMPIC GAMES 
FIRMLY IN THE REAR-VIEW 
MIRROR, AND EVEN THE 
EXTENSIVE LEGACY-
DEBATE SETTLING DOWN 
TO A GENTLE SIMMER, 
THE HARD WORK OF 
ENSURING A STABLE, 
EQUITABLE, ACCESSIBLE 
FUTURE FOR SPORTING 
PARTICIPATION IN 
BRITAIN IS WELL AND 
TRULY UNDERWAY. 

“This facility 
has clearly come 
from a passion 
for sport – a 
passion for 
everybody 
being involved 
in sport.” 

Sir Philip Craven



Netball is another sport that has 
also found the Arena to be a perfect 
fit. The venue’s first major event 
was the national Superleague 
Grand Final, and it has since hosted 
an international clash between 
England and South Africa, which 
saw the home team clinch a 
comprehensive 3-0 series win 
in front of an enthralled sell-out 
crowd. The facility has recently 
enhanced its international netball 
reputation, playing host to the 
European Under-17 Championships 
in March. With the University of 
Worcester netball team going from 
strength to strength, the Arena is 
once again proving its ability to 
serve sport at every level, from 
community engagement activities 
to full international matches.

Although the facility has already 
brought the thrill of major sporting 
clashes for both disabled and 
able-bodied sports to the City, this 
is only one aspect of the fantastic 
work that has made year one of 
the University of Worcester Arena 
such a resounding success.

An innovative mixed use model 
elevates the Arena above the 
status of a simple venue for 
sport. It is rather a nexus point 
where University, community, 
and inclusivity meet. Schools visit 

the Arena for workshops that link 
sporting activity to educational 
outcomes as part of the University’s 
Learning Through Sport Programme. 
In a court-side seminar room, 
students debate the latest research. 
Meanwhile, out on the courts, 
Worcester Wheelchair Basketball 
Club, the University Volleyball 
team and an over 60s fitness 
class all share their love of active 
participation in sport together.

The University of Worcester was 
proud to welcome Sir Philip Craven 
MBE, five-time Paralympian and 
President of the International 
Paralympic Committee, to formally 
open the Arena in January. After 
meeting both students and staff 
from the University, as well 
as members of Great Britain’s 
wheelchair basketball teams, Sir 
Philip watched groups of local 
school children enjoying the thrills 
of Inclusive Zone Basketball.

Sir Philip said: “I’m blown away by 
the University Arena. It goes to show 
what can happen when you have the 
right people with the right attitudes 
– they’ve created a wonderful place.”

Professor David Green, Vice 
Chancellor and Chief Executive of the 
University of Worcester, reflected on 
the Arena’s laudable first year: “In 
a few short months, the University 

of Worcester Arena has become an 
inspiring new international centre 
for disability sport, welcoming 
children and top world athletes alike.

“The University is delighted that 
there have been more than 150,000 
visits by children to the Arena in 
the first year. We aim to inspire the 
next generation into participating in 
sport and dance with all the lifelong 
health benefits and sheer enjoyment 
this brings. The University’s 
acclaimed Learning Through 
Sport programme has proved that 
participating in sport is just the 
cue some youngsters need to start 
participating fully in education 
and we are delighted that the 
Arena has brought a powerful new 
dimension to this valuable work.”

The Arena has brought international 
sport and top-flight entertainment 
to the City. It is a hub for schools 
outreach activity, hosts many grass 
roots clubs and community groups, 
and serves as a national centre 
of excellence for disability sport. 
This inclusive, accessible, and open 
approach has the power to break 
down barriers, broaden horizons 
and create a truly inspirational 
facility for the whole community.

“We aim to 
inspire the next 
generation into 
participating in 
sport and dance 
with all the 
lifelong health 
benefits and 
sheer enjoyment 
this brings.”

Professor David Green
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BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONS

University News

WHEELCHAIR TEAM, MEN’S TEAM AND 
WORCESTER WOLVES REIGN SUPREME

In this image: 
Worcester Wolves celebrate their 
title win

Opposite page: Wheelchair 
Basketball team (top) and Men’s 
BUCS champions (bottom) 
(photo credit: Surrey Sports Park)



Alex Radu has 
been named as 
Assistant Coach 
of the Senior 
Romanian 
Women’s team

The opening of the University of 
Worcester Arena has allowed the 
University’s basketball programme 
to flourish, and a number of 
recent triumphs have confirmed 
that Worcester is well on its way 
to securing status as the home 
of the sport in this country.

In March, the venue hosted the 
inaugural University Wheelchair 
Basketball Championships, at 
which five universities came 
together to compete for the title.

The University of Worcester 
team, captained by Mark Stevens, 
negotiated the round-robin 
section of the tournament, before 
defeating Durham University in 
the semi-final and running out 
30-18 winners over Nottingham 
Trent University in the final.

It is hoped that the University 
Championships will now be 
established as an annual 
event, with British Wheelchair 
Basketball Chairman, Malcolm 
Tarkenter, calling the inaugural 
event ‘ground-breaking’.

“The University Championships 
was a fantastic, ground-breaking 
event for us,” Mr Tarkenter said. 
“We have only just begun to 
work within the Higher Education 
sector, so to be able to stage such 
a tournament and have a number 
of universities attend was great.”

The success of the University’s 
wheelchair basketball team was 
quickly followed by further glory for 
the basketball squad, who secured 
a fourth successive BUCS title with 
a final victory over Loughborough 
University at Surrey Sports Park.

Fresh from that triumph, coaches 
Paul James and Alex Radu took 
their Worcester Wolves side up to 
Glasgow, where the club won its 
first ever piece of major silverware.

Over 5,000 people packed into the 
city’s Emirates Arena to watch the 
Wolves defeat home favourites 
Glasgow Rocks 83-76; a landmark 
victory for the club, which was 
established by Roger Clarke and 
University of Worcester Head of 
the Institute of Sport and Exercise 
Science, Mick Donovan, in 2000.

This unprecedented run of success 
has brought other, off-court 
accolades as well. Alex Radu, 
University of Worcester lecturer 
and Wolves’ Assistant Coach, has 
been named as Assistant Coach 
of the Senior Romanian Women’s 
team. The role will see Alex return 
to his homeland over the summer 
to help prepare the side for next 
year’s European Championships.

In this country too, Worcester’s 
burgeoning basketball reputation is 
not going unnoticed. In March, Mick 
Donovan was invited to the Houses 
of Parliament to present to an All 
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) 
looking into how basketball can be 
used to address social challenges 
facing disadvantaged young people.

Mick explains: “The APPG is looking 
into the best ways of promoting 
basketball, and how the sport 
can act as a force for good in 
communities up and down the 
UK. Our award-winning Learning 
Through Sport initiative has very 
similar aims, so we were delighted 
to be able to present evidence 
of our success to the group.”

Alex Radu
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National Centre for the 
Study and Prevention 
of Violence and Abuse
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UNIVERSITY APPOINTS RUTH 
JONES OBE AS DIRECTOR OF 
NEW NATIONAL CENTRE

“Our work has 
achieved local, 
national and 
international 
recognition 
and we have 
been awarded 
a number of 
accolades along 
the way; the 
latest being 
the OBE.”

Ruth Jones OBE, 
Centre Director

Ruth Jones OBE has been named 
as the Founding Director of the 
University of Worcester’s National 
Centre for the Study and Prevention 
of Violence and Abuse (NCSPVA), 
which will officially launch on  
June 20.

Ruth, who was awarded an OBE in 
the 2014 New Year’s Honours List 
for services to victims of domestic 
and sexual violence, will lead the 
strategic development of the 
Centre, which will play a significant 
role in the continuing education of 
practitioners and professionals.

As Director, Ruth will lead the 
Centre as it campaigns to raise 
public and professional awareness 
of how to prevent violence and 
abuse and to support victims. The 
National Centre will make a major 
national contribution to public 
discussion and local, national and 
international policy formation 
whilst undertaking research to 
establish the evidence and then 
develop, disseminate and evaluate 
best practice interventions.

Ruth Jones OBE said: “We have been 
providing taught courses, research 
and evaluation; knowledge transfer 
and consultancy on domestic and 
sexual violence at the University 
of Worcester for almost ten 
years and with great success.

“Launching NCSPVA is a natural and 
exciting progression of this work 
and one which will allow us to not 
only continue with our work on 
domestic and sexual violence but 
expand and encompass wider and 
cutting issues of violence and abuse.

“Our vision is to create a centre 
of excellence that will make 
a significant contribution to 
knowledge, knowledge transfer, 
evidence based policy and practice, 
and ultimately to prevention.”

Throughout her distinguished career, 
Ruth has played an instrumental 
role in championing education, 
research and support services both 
in the UK and internationally.

Having previously worked for 
organisations such as Worcester 
and Malvern Women’s Aid, Relate, 
Worcester Refuge, Sandwell Against 
Domestic Violence Project and 
Worcester’s Asha Women’s Centre, 
Ruth has been lecturing at the 
University of Worcester since 2001.

She designed the UK’s first 
postgraduate professional 
qualifications in domestic violence 
and in advocacy for victims of sexual 
violence, and is currently developing 
the first university level course for 
Sexual Violence Crisis Workers.

Ruth has been recognised locally, 
nationally and internationally for 
her work, including the award 
for best UK Universities Applied 
Researcher (2010). She was awarded 
the title of Worcestershire Woman 
of the Year in 2011 and named as a 
Woman Inspiring Europe in 2012.

She collected her OBE from HM 
The Queen at a Buckingham 
Palace investiture last month.

Professor David Green, Vice 
Chancellor and Chief Executive 
of the University of Worcester, 
said: “The University of Worcester 
actively supports those who 
are the victims of domestic and 
sexual abuse and violence. 

“We are deeply committed 
to providing the most 
relevant possible courses 
for the volunteers and 
professionals who 
work in this important 
field. We are equally 
committed to doing all 
we can to research how 
best to prevent such 
violence from occurring 
in the first place. 

“Ruth has been carrying out 
inspirational work for many 
years and we are delighted to be 
launching this new Centre with 
Ruth as its Founding Director. I am 
sure it will make a real difference 
for the good for many people, 
children as well as adults.”



“We are 
delighted that 
the NPARU has 
been selected 
to contribute to 
this major piece 
of research. 
The Unit’s staff 
are highly 
experienced 
experts in this 
field and will 
play a vital role 
in this crucial 
research, which 
will help us 
to understand 
the biological 
threats to 
tree health.”

Professor Ros Foskett, 
Deputy Vice 
Chancellor

NEW RESEARCH PROJECTS 
ANNOUNCED TO HELP SAVE UK 
FORESTS, WOODS AND TREES
The University of Worcester, along 
with partner institutions, has been 
successful in winning a £7m national 
research project to help save the 
UK’s forests, woods and trees.

In recent years, new pests 
and diseases have emerged as 
significant risks to tree health and 
plant biosecurity. Experts say an 
increased trade in plants and plant 
products has also contributed to 
new pests and diseases entering 
the country. Climate change 
may also be playing its part.

Now, seven projects will share 
around £7 million of public 
funding to look at new ways 
to tackle the problems  and 
support the UK’s woodlands, 
commercial forests and trees.

The National Pollen and 
Aerobiology Research 
Unit (NPARU) at the 
University of Worcester 
is part of the research 
project looking at new 
approaches for the early 
detection of tree health 
pests and pathogens. 
The project is being led 
by Dr Rick Mumford, of 
the Food & Environment 
Research Agency 
(Fera), and is worth 
approximately £1.9m. 

The multi-disciplinary Tree Health 
and Plant Biosecurity Initiative 
(THAPBI) will generate knowledge 
to tackle pests and diseases and to 
support the future health of the UK’s 
woodlands, commercial forests and 
urban trees. The societal benefits 
of the UK’s trees are estimated 
at around £1.8bn per year.

The project in which the University 
of Worcester is involved aims 
to provide better methods for 
detecting tree pests and pathogens. 
It will look at new technologies for 
detecting changes in infected plants 
using either ‘sniffer’ technology to 
identify chemical changes in the 
air triggered by disease or imaging 

techniques that can detect changes 
beyond the range of human vision. 
The researchers will also look at 
developing new traps for capturing 
insects and DNA-based detection 
approaches to look for pathogens.

Professor Roy Kennedy, Director 
of the University of Worcester’s 
NPARU, said: “Early detection of new 
tree pathogens, such as ash dieback, 
is very important in minimising 
potential damage and preventing 
or stopping disease outbreaks.  
This aspect will be investigated 
by the University of Worcester.”

The project is a partnership between 
Fera, the Centre for Ecology & 
Hydrology, Forest Research, the 
James Hutton Institute, Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratories and the 
Universities of Aberdeen, Oxford, 
Exeter, Greenwich, Hertfordshire, 
St. Andrews and Worcester.

THAPBI is funded under the auspices 
of the Living with Environmental 
Change Partnership with support 
from the Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research Council, 
Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, Economic 
and Social Research Council, 
Forestry Commission, Natural 
Environment Research Council 
and the Scottish Government. 

The research will address knowledge 
gaps identified by Defra’s Tree 
Health and Plant Biosecurity Expert 
Task Force and the objectives of the 
joint Defra/Forestry Commission 
‘Tree Health and Plant Biosecurity 
Action Plan’. The projects will also 
ensure that the UK has increased 
research capacity in these areas. 
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In total over the 
80 days, 42,477 
miles were 
logged, and all 
sponsorship will 
now be donated 
to St Richard’s 
Hospice, the 
University’s 
Charity of 
the Year.

University News

The project – designed to encourage 
students and staff to take part 
in more physical activity whilst 
also raising money for St Richard’s 
Hospice – asked people to log the 
miles they were walking, running, 
cycling or completing through 
any other physical activity, with 
the overall target being the 
equivalent to the equatorial 
circumference of the Earth.

As part of the challenge, students 
and staff were invited to complete 
the ‘University Mile’ around the St 
John’s Campus, as well as logging any 
other exercise they took part in, and 
the target was reached on Monday 
7 April, day 64 of the challenge.

Louise Jones, Director of Health 
and Wellbeing at the University, 
said: “I am delighted that members 
of the University community have 
taken up the Around the World in 
80 Days challenge so positively. 

“It has been inspiring to see the 
increase in awareness of the 

benefits of physical activity leading 
to more people being active, in 
ways such as walking between 
campuses, cycling to work and 
even holding walking tutorials!”

The University of Worcester’s 
Vice Chancellor, Professor David 
Green, and the Chief Executive 
of St Richard’s Hospice, Mark 
Jackson OBE, got the ball rolling 
by completing the first ‘University 
Mile’ on the opening day of 
the challenge, 3 February.

Since then, many students and 
staff have completed the mile 
as individuals or in small groups. 
Other miles have been completed 
by the children and staff of the 
University nursery, the newly 
promoted University Men’s Rugby 
squad and the Worcester Wolves. 
Free Radio Breakfast Show host, 
Hursty, also completed the mile 
as part of his training for the 
Worcester Half Marathon on 4 May.

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS
THE UNIVERSITY’S 
FUNDRAISING AND 
FITNESS DRIVE, AROUND 
THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS, 
CAME TO AN END AFTER 
STUDENTS AND STAFF 
LOGGED OVER 42,477 
MILES – COMFORTABLY 
CLEARING THE INITIAL 
24,902-MILE TARGET.

UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER 
STUDENTS ‘GO GREEN’
The University of Worcester students 
proved their commitment to 
sustainability by organising a week 
of activities designed to encourage 
their peers to ‘Go Green’.

People and Planet – Britain’s largest 
student network – run a national 
Go Green Week every year, with 
schools, colleges and universities 
across the country urged to raise 
awareness on climate change.

University of Worcester events 
were led by students studying 
sustainability in a range of different 
disciplines, including Art, Business, 
History, Education and Geography.

Katy Boom, Director of 
Environmental Sustainability at the 
University, explains: “There have 
been a number of large studies 
showing that students expect to 
learn about sustainability when they 
are at university, and all students 
are getting the opportunity to do 
so at the University of Worcester.

“Student teams had some terrific 
ideas to help raise awareness and 
make a real difference on campus. 
They designed and project managed 
initiatives which give their peers 
practical, hands-on experience.”

The Students’ Union ran a ‘Can’ 
film festival, to which students 
gained free entry by bringing 
their cans for recycling, a Green 
karaoke and a climate quiz.

‘Go Green’ Week also saw the launch 
of the Students’ Union enterprising 
‘Energize Worcester’ project. 

The project, which won funding from 
the National Union of Students’ 
(NUS) Student Green Fund, works 
in co-operation with students, 
landlords and Worcester City Council 
to retrofit student houses to improve 
housing standards and conditions, 
and tackle poor energy efficiency.



ROYAL GUEST 
OF HONOUR
The University of Worcester Arena welcomed 
Her Royal Highness The Countess of Wessex on 
7 May as a special guest at this year’s National 
Inclusive Zone Basketball (IZB) Schools Finals.

As the Royal Patron of British Wheelchair Basketball, 
HRH The Countess of Wessex met pupils from 
across England as the Regional and reigning National 
Champions battled it out for the title of National 
Inclusive Zone Basketball Schools Champions 2014.

Combining two of the London 2012 Games’ hottest 
sports – wheelchair and running basketball – IZB enables 
players with a physical disability to represent their school 
alongside their non-disabled classmates in a fast-paced 
game that is on the rise in schools across the country.

British Wheelchair Basketball Chairman Malcolm Tarkenter 
said, “We are delighted to welcome HRH The Countess 
of Wessex to the 2014 National IZB Schools Finals. 

The event continues to be a major 
breakthrough for disability sport in schools, 
enabling pupils of all physical abilities 
to participate alongside one another.

Having HRH The Countess of Wessex attend really 
recognises this. With so many teams taking part once again, 
it will be a fantastic day for pupils, staff, and spectators; 
I hope that everyone enjoys this immense occasion.”

PSYCHOLOGY STUDENT  
NAMED AS GB WHEELCHAIR 
BASKETBALL CAPTAIN

UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER STUDENT, SOPHIE 
CARRIGILL, HAS BEEN NAMED CAPTAIN OF 
THE GREAT BRITAIN WOMEN’S WHEELCHAIR 
BASKETBALL TEAM AHEAD OF THE SPORT’S 
FORTHCOMING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS.

Psychology student Sophie 
made her major tournament 
bow at last year’s European 
Championships, helping Britain 
claim a bronze medal in Frankfurt.

The 20 year-old will now 
lead the team at the World 
Championships in Toronto in 
June, where they will initially 
face China, Japan, Brazil, hosts 
Canada and Olympic champions 
Germany in the group stages.

She says: “I was in complete shock 
when I first found out that I had been 
named captain, and I still don’t think 
it’s sunk in yet. I am just honoured 
to have been given the opportunity.

“It’s such an exciting new 
challenge for me and I hope 
that I can help the team move 
forwards and be successful.”

Great Britain will be looking to 
improve on their previous finish 
of sixth in the 2010 tournament, 
and Sophie believes that they have 
a realistic chance of doing so.

“As a team, we are hoping to get 
to the semi-finals and then take 
things from there,” she explains. 
“As a captain and a player though, 
my goal is to be able to support and 
encourage the team and give us the 
best chance of achieving our goals.”

Sophie has already enjoyed success 
this year; she was part of the 
Worcester team who were crowned 
University Wheelchair Basketball 
Champions after winning the 
inaugural event at the University 
of Worcester Arena in March.

“Being based at Worcester has given 
me a great opportunity to be able to 
train with the team every day and to 
be fully involved with the centralised 
programme,” she explains. “Trying 
to juggle work and training is tough, 
but there is a lot of support at the 
University if you feel you need it.”

Mick Donovan, Head of the 
University’s Institute of Sport 
and Exercise Science, says: “We 
are absolutely thrilled to hear the 
news that Sophie will be captain 
of the Great Britain team.

“The University is extremely proud 
to see one of our own students 
achieve this honour. Sophie is an 
excellent student and athlete, a 
great role model and I am sure she 
will make an inspirational captain.”
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A University of Worcester 
Journalism graduate is midway 
through a year of prestigious 
business placements after being 
named as one of two Birmingham 
Graduate Apprentice winners.

Dan Malin, from Stourbridge, 
beat nearly 200 applicants 
to be selected by the judging 
panel of the Birmingham Future 
scheme, which launched in 2006 
and gives skilled graduates the 
opportunity to work for some 
of the region’s top businesses.

The 21-year-old made it through 
two rounds of interviews to 
make the final ten of the 2013 
competition, and impressed judges 
during the final stage, which saw 
the remaining candidates deliver a 
presentation on themselves before 
being interviewed for a final time.

Dan explains: “Throughout the 
interview process, I outlined 
my interest in Marketing and 
Communications, because I believed 
that, with it being quite a business-
orientated scheme, there wouldn’t 
be too many journalists in the 
running, and that this would be a 
good way to make myself stand out.

“I also played to this strength 
in the final presentation, by 
creating a newspaper about 
myself and giving a copy to each 
of the four interviewers.”

Since being named as one of the 
two winners, Dan has been able 

to further use these skills during a 
placement at the Birmingham Sports 
and Physical Activity Partnership.

“In the time I’ve been here I have 
been able to create adverts, 
marketing campaigns, press 
releases and new stories for the 
website, as well as building new 
communication links with athletes, 
businesses, volunteer organisations 
and sports clubs,” he said.

“After this placement, I move 
on to a brand design agency 
called Orb, and then complete a 
further placement at Fleetmilne, 
which is a property agency.”

Dan believes the opportunity 
has given him an incredible 
platform from which to develop 
his interests and build his career, 
and he credits his time on 
the University of Worcester’s 
Journalism programme for giving 
him the skills and the confidence 
to make the most of the chance.

“The University of Worcester, and 
the Journalism course in particular, 
encouraged me to step outside 
my comfort zone,” he explains.

“That has been invaluable so far, and 
has prepared me for being thrust into 
situations, and thinking on my feet.

“The work experience I was 
able to access throughout the 
course was hugely important as 
well, because I referenced a lot 
of that experience during my 
interviews, and I’m sure that was 

a factor in me getting the job.”

Claire Wolfe, Subject Leader in 
Journalism, said: “Dan seized 
every opportunity to take part 
in extra activities while on the 
course and has an impressive CV.

“We encourage our students to get 
involved with industry and the wider 
community from their first year and 
it does help when they graduate.”

To find out more about the 
Graduate Apprentice Scheme, 
visit www.birminghamfuture.
co.uk/graduate-apprentice 

A UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER JOURNALISM 
LECTURER HAS BEEN 
SELECTED TO JOIN THE 
JUDGING PANEL FOR 
THE PRESTIGIOUS 2014 
NEWSPAPER AWARDS.

Principal Lecturer Claire Wolfe, who 
heads up the Journalism department, 
was selected to join the judging 
panel at the 2014 Newspaper 
Awards, and helped to select the 
best Digital News Service of the Year.

Professor Antonia Payne, Head of the 
Institute of Humanities & Creative 
Arts, says: “It’s testament to Claire’s 
standing and work in the field of 
Journalism education that she should 

have been invited to be involved 
in this year’s Newspaper Awards.

“Worcester’s focus on multi-
platform journalism is entirely in 
keeping with Claire’s involvement in 
selecting the Digital News Service 
of the Year, and I feel certain 
that her students will benefit 
from sharing her experience on 
the Awards’ judging panel.”

WORCESTER GRADUATE CREDITS 
JOURNALISM COURSE AFTER 
BEING AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS 
GRADUATE OPPORTUNITY

Top:  
Dan Malin

Bottom: 
Claire Wolfe



UNIVERSITY PROJECT 
WINS NATIONAL AWARD
THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER HAS WON A PRESTIGIOUS 
AWARD FOR AN INNOVATIVE PROJECT DESIGNED 
TO HELP YEAR 8 AND 9 SCHOOL PUPILS MAKE KEY 
DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR FUTURE IN EDUCATION.

The project, ‘It’s Up to You’, was 
shortlisted alongside two others for 
the Higher Education Liaison Officers 
Association (HELOA) Innovation and Best 
Practice Award, and was announced as 
the winner at the organisation’s annual 
conference in Manchester in January.

The award recognises exceptional 
outreach and recruitment work taking 
place among HELOA’s 140 member 
institutions throughout the UK, with 
representatives of the institutions 
voting on the eventual winner. 

The project, a touring drama 
production directed by Alison 
Reeves, Senior Lecturer in Drama and 
Performance, and performed by current 
students, centres around the issues 
surrounding GCSE option choices.

A variety of influences affecting 
these decisions are covered, and 
the school pupils in the audience 
are encouraged to interact with the 
performers by voting on which path 
the characters should take, using 
cutting-edge software which enables 
the audience to view the anonymous 
voting via white screen projection.

The project initially toured local 
schools in July, and went back on 
the road last month, playing to 
a total of over 2,000 pupils.

John Ryan, University of Worcester 
Pro Vice Chancellor (Students), 
said: “Winning this award is a 
fantastic recognition of the work 
that the University is currently doing 
through Theatre in Education.

“All involved in the project deserve 
enormous credit for developing such an 
innovative and successful model, and we 
are delighted to receive the endorsement 
of university representatives from 
across the country, particularly given 
the calibre of the other finalists.”

Among the schools visited during the 
most recent tour was Kingsley College 
in Redditch, and one of the College’s 
teachers, Mark Atherton, says that the 
project had a great effect on his students.

Mr Atherton explains: “The two days 
of presentations we had at the College 
were fantastic. I have never received 
such overwhelming positive feedback for 
any event we have put on – the students 
found it both funny and informative.

“Many of the students said it had 
really helped them to make the right 
decision, so we can’t wait to welcome 
the project back in the future.”

A UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER 
NURSING STUDENT HAS BEEN 
RECOGNISED FOR HER WORK TO 
IMPROVE DEMENTIA CARE BY THE 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING.

Third-year student 
Joni Breen took home 
third prize in the Elderly 
Care Nurse of the 
Year category at the 
organisation’s recent 
awards; and was the 
only student to win an 
award on the night.

The accolade was in recognition of the 
development of a ‘Dementia Matters’ card, 
which was designed by Joni to raise the 
standards of dementia care, and is now 
distributed at all Worcestershire NHS Trust 
staff inductions and dementia training events.

The credit-card sized document is in the format 
of an acronym, and sets out ‘golden rules’ for the 
treatment of those living with the condition.

Joni explains: “As the UK has such an ageing 
population, the number of people with 
dementia is naturally increasing too, so 
it’s essential that healthcare professionals 
have the skills and knowledge to care for 
this often-neglected group of patients.

“People with dementia often feel stressed 
and anxious during their hospital stay - 
therefore healthcare professionals need 
to feel confident in responding to them; 
providing reassurance, safety and support 
while maintaining dignity and respect.

“This is what inspired me to create the acronym 
card; to highlight the essential aspects of 
care and to display local and national details 
of the support network available.”

The card was backed by Genette Edmonds, 
Dementia Lead at the Worcestershire NHS Trust, 
and following further support from Julie Smith, 
editor of the British Journal of Nursing, was put 
forward for consideration at the awards, which 
were held at London’s Swan Underglobe in March.

After collecting her award, Joni added: 
“I was really delighted and honoured to 
receive the award. It’s very rewarding to 
see the Dementia Card out in practice, and 
hopefully having a positive impact on the 
experience of patients with dementia.”

JONI’S TRIUMPH
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INFLUENTIAL GUESTS 
PRAISE WORCESTER
The University has been praised 
by a number of influential 
people in recent months, from 
Government Ministers to top 
health and education leaders.

Speaking at the recent Universities 
UK conference on the Economic 
Impact of UK Higher Education, The 
Minister for Universities and Science, 
David Willetts MP, commended 
the University of Worcester’s 
contribution to the community 
through its development of The Hive.

He singled out Worcester, along 
with the University of Lincoln, as 
examples of universities investing, 
both financially and culturally, in the 
communities in which they serve.

“The University of Worcester has 
broken new ground in really bringing 
its community onto its campus,” he 
told the conference. “Its inspirational 
new library, The Hive, is the first 
joint university and public library in 
Europe. It is a fabulous resource for 
students and researchers. But it is 
also pulling in people – and especially 
disadvantaged young people – from 
outside in a quite remarkable way.”

He continued: “Nearly four times 
as many children are now taking 
out books to read. Kids who had 
never set foot in a university before 
go there voluntarily to do their 
homework after school. University 
students run drama workshops 
for children at the weekend. And 
The Hive’s work club and adult 
learning programmes are having a 
big impact too, with a growing track 
record of people securing jobs or 
picking up their education again.”

Just weeks before, the Shadow 
Secretary of State for Education, 
the Honourable Tristram Hunt MP, 
described The Hive as ‘spectacular’ 
during a visit to the University.

“The Hive is spectacular. I love 
the learning environment, going 
from kids right up to the academic 
research facilities at the top,” he said.

“It’s a place of learning and 
understanding, but it’s also a very 
accessible facility; you see the 
mothers with their buggies and 
children wandering around and you 
see what an exciting template it is for 
getting communities engaged with 
the University and making the most 
of an exciting learning environment.

“The ethos of the place 
– mixing the academic 
and the public and 
familiarising young 
children with books – is 
really, really important.”

During his visit, Mr Hunt met 
six students currently studying 
on various teacher training 
pathways, all of whom had the 
chance to discuss with him their 
experiences as trainee teachers.

“It was really inspiring listening 
to the teachers on the training 
programmes, not least for their 
enthusiasm for their different 
pathways into the classroom,” 
Mr Hunt continued.

“It is really important to have this 
mix of classroom technique – how 
you manage a classroom – subject 
knowledge, and what we see 
here at the University – academic 
grounding in how to be a teacher.”

The University has also won praise 
from the Director of Nursing at 
Health Education England, Dr 
Lisa Bayliss-Pratt, and the Chief 
Executive of the Higher Education 
Academy (HEA), Professor 
Stephanie Marshall, when they 
each visited in recent weeks.

Dr Bayliss-Pratt called the work 
taking place within the University’s 
Institute of Health & Society 
‘fantastic’ and ‘inspirational’.

“As a profession, we know we’ve 
got to look at things differently,” 
she said. “The team here is 
innovative and focused on finding 
effective solutions that will 
address many of the challenges 
highlighted in the Francis Report. 

“Workforce transition and 
transformation is key to creating 
a compassionate and sustainable 
workforce, and it just feels 
like this team is completely 
up for the challenge.”

“There’s an appreciation here of the 
importance of widening participation 
in providing opportunity for career 
development, and of education 
being essential for all. It feels like 
this is exactly what the team at 
Worcester are trying to achieve.”

Professor Stephanie Marshall spent 
time at both The Hive and the 
University of Worcester Arena during 
her visit, when she applauded the 
‘wonderful’ sense of community and 
focus on inclusivity at the University.

“I feel inspired – you can see how 
committed and passionate people 
are about what they are doing here; 
Worcester has achieved an awful 
lot,” Professor Marshall said.

SHADOW 
SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR 
EDUCATION, 
THE 
HONOURABLE 
TRISTRAM 
HUNT MP, 
VISITED THE 
UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER TO 
MEET TEACHER 
TRAINING 
STUDENTS AND 
VIEW HOW THE 
UNIVERSITY 
IS ENGAGING 
AND 
INTERACTING 
WITH THE 
LOCAL 
COMMUNITY.

Top image 
Tristram Hunt MP 
and Professor David 
Green



Alice was 
supported by 
the University’s 
Scholarship 
panel, and 
having now 
returned to 
Worcester to 
complete her 
studies, she 
is eager that 
other students 
in a similar 
situation 
become aware 
of the benefits 
of embarking 
on such an 
adventure.

“I learnt a 
great deal 
during my time 
with Ecoteer, 
and I’m very 
grateful to the 
University and 
my lecturers for 
their support. I 
would definitely 
urge anyone 
who has the 
chance to do 
something 
similar to 
take the 
opportunity.”

TEACHING STUDENT GRATEFUL 
FOR UNIVERSITY SUPPORT 
AFTER COMPLETING VOLUNTEER 
PLACEMENT IN MALAYSIA
A University of Worcester student 
has urged her peers to explore all 
opportunities open to them whilst 
studying at the University after 
gaining valuable experience on a 
volunteer project in Asia.

Alice Mills, who is in the third year of 
her Primary Initial Teacher Education 
degree, was encouraged by two of 
her lecturers, Gareth Dart and Rachel 
Barrell, to apply for a volunteering 
position in Malaysia last year.

Having secured the post of Volunteer 
Co-ordinator with conservation 
charity Ecoteer, she spent over two 
months working for the organisation 
in the Perhentian Islands, from 
where she has recently returned.

She explains: “My lecturers were 
so keen for students to apply for 
the post as it offered extensive 

teaching and organisational 
opportunities. After looking into it 
further, I knew it was an opportunity 
I had to grab with both hands, 
so I sent off my application.

“A week later, I was informed that I 
had been shortlisted, and then had 
secured the position. My lecturing 
team were delighted for me and very 
supportive, giving me permission 
to fit the trip around my studies.”

During her time with the charity, 
Alice was responsible for the day-
to-day running of the programme 
as the first point of contact for all 
volunteers, and was also able to 
broaden her teaching experience.

“I met with volunteers of all ages 
from all over the world,” she says. “I 
worked with the local project leader 
to develop and deliver a practical 

programme which introduced the 
volunteers to the major aspects 
of conservation and community 
development within the islands.

“I was also able to get involved 
in teaching, and taught the 
local children subjects such 
as music, English, geography, 
science and art, with a focus 
on eco-friendly behaviour.

“I also delivered adult English classes 
and lessons on communicating 
with the tourists as well as helping 
the locals devise advertising, 
marketing and sales strategies 
for the businesses they set up to 
sell a range of local delicacies.”
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A number of Psychology students 
have recently taken the opportunity 
to increase their skills, both inside 
and outside the classroom.

Thanks to links established by 
Ben Gibbons, Chair of the Student 
Psychology Society, mental health 
charity MindFull have visited the 
University twice in recent months, 
to train students as online mentors. 
These students are now able to 
provide advice and guidance to 
11-17 year-olds struggling with 
their emotional wellbeing.

The first session, held in February, 
attracted over 100 students – 
the biggest group of trainees 
to attend a MindFull session 
to date – and was followed 
by a specialist LGBT (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) 
workshop the following month.

Ben explains: “I organised the 
sessions after hearing about 
MindFull a few months ago – the 
service that they offer to young 
people in terms of support and by 
taking steps to reduce the stigma 
of mental illness is fantastic.

“This was a great opportunity 
for those pursuing a career in 
professional psychology or related 
areas to gain valuable experience, 
and I am grateful to MindFull and to 
members of staff in the Psychology 
department for their support.”

A number of Psychology students 
are also being supported in 
extra-curricular activities by the 
University’s Scholarship Scheme.

All students are eligible to apply 
for the scheme, which awards 
scholarships of up to £1,000 to 
students who are undertaking 
voluntary, community-based 
activities, either in the UK or abroad.

Among those Psychology students 
to benefit from a scholarship so 
far this year is Billie Brewer, who is 
originally from Herefordshire and 
volunteers at the Mid Powys branch 
of mental health charity, MIND.

Billie says: “As a Psychology 
student, it’s good to be gaining 
valuable experience with a mental 
health organisation which will 
help me make career choices. My 
volunteering is also giving me more 
in-depth and practical understanding 
of mental health conditions, having 
had direct contact with various 
people who use the service.”

A group of students have been 
awarded funds to help them 
volunteer in Peru later in the year, 
while Imogen Healy and Emily 
Johnson received scholarships 
ahead of their trip to Sri Lanka, 
where they will be working 
alongside Psychology professionals 
to benefit those with learning 
difficulties and mental illnesses.

RACE NIGHT
ENJOY A NIGHT AT THE 
RACES AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF WORCESTER ARENA

Sports fans in Worcester will 
have the chance to enjoy a ‘night 
at the races’ in the comfort of 
the University of Worcester 
Arena on Friday 16 May.

The annual event, a joint fundraiser 
held this year to raise money for 
the University’s Scholarship Fund 
and for Worcester Live, will be 
sponsored by local florists Floral 
Roundabout. The event will see 
‘racegoers’ able to bet on an eight-
race card, with a series of prizes 
available throughout the evening.

Tickets for the event cost £15, 
which includes a fish and chip 
supper. Attendees also have the 
opportunity to book a table for 
ten at the reduced price of £135.

Muff Murfin, Chairman of the 
Worcester Live board of directors 
and a Fellow of the University, 
explains: “Previous Race Nights 
have been hugely successful, and 
we’re hoping that plenty of racing 
fans will join us for this year’s 
event in the fantastic surroundings 
of the new University Arena.

“Races will be shown on a big screen 
and guests can place bets, just as 
they would if they were at the races 
themselves. Prizes and money will be 
up for grabs throughout the evening 
and the bar facilities will be open.”

Proceeds from the evening will go to 
the University’s Scholarship Fund, 
which provides financial support to 
students and ensures that concerns 
over student debt do not deter 
talented and enthusiastic students 
from coming to Worcester to pursue 
their goals; and to Worcester Live, 
the main arts provider in the city.

For more information, or to 
book your tickets, please contact 
Rebecca Lowe at the University 
of Worcester on 01905 857515, 
or email rsvp@worc.ac.uk  

For more information on Worcester 
Live, visit www.worcesterlive.co.uk

MINDFULL 
MATTERS

Top right:  
Psychology students 
in a MindFull seminar

“As a 
Psychology 
student, 
it’s good to 
be gaining 
valuable 
experience with 
a mental health 
organisation 
which will 
help me make 
career choices.”

Billie Brewer 
Psychology student



CAROL ANN DUFFY 
COMES TO THE HIVE
NATIONAL POET LAUREATE, CAROL ANN DUFFY, 
WILL BE HEADLINING THE LAST IN THE SERIES 
OF POETRY EVENTS TAKING PLACE AT THE HIVE. 

Britain’s first female poet 
laureate will read from her recent 
collections including, aptly, The 
Bees on Thursday 5 June at 7pm 
and will be joined by multi-talented 
musician, John Sampson.

It is part of a vibrant series of poetry 
events being hosted in the intimate 
studio space at the iconic Hive 
as part of a partnership between 
the University of Worcester’s 
Institute of Humanities & Creative 
Arts, Worcestershire Literature 
and Fringe Festival, Ledbury 
Poetry Festival and The Hive. 

The first of the three events, ‘Poetry and Place’, took place last 
month, and saw award-winning poets Fiona Sampson, Martin 
Malone, David Caddy and Angela France reading poems where 
‘place’ is not just the geographical environment that inform 
the poems, but also the human histories that unfold there. 

On Friday 9 May, local poets Ruth Stacey and Sarah James headline 
‘Poetry and Pollination’ where poems spread ideas and words. 

Dr Jill Terry, Head of English at the University of Worcester, 
said: “We are very pleased that our association with the 
Ledbury Poetry and Worcestershire Literary Festivals has 
enabled us to stage this series of poetry events at The Hive.

“It is amazing to be able to bring our National 
Poet Laureate to Worcester as the culmination 
of the series and to fully realise the potential 
of our partnership working.  It has been our 
very natural ambition to hear Carol Ann 
Duffy reading from The Bees at The Hive.”

Laura Worsfold, Business Development Manager at The 
Hive, said: “We are delighted to welcome so many critically 
acclaimed poets to The Hive, as well as one of Britain’s 
most significant names in contemporary poetry. 

“We envisage that this series of creative performances will be 
the start of more wonderful readings of poetry at The Hive.” 

Tickets for Carol Ann Duffy on 5 June at 7pm are £10. All 
tickets are on sale now and can be purchased in person at 
The Hive Level 1 Information Desk and at the University of 
Worcester Arena reception or by phone on 01905 54 44 44.

UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER 
GROUNDSKEEPER, NIGEL PORTMAN, HAS SAID 
HE IS ‘AMAZED AND DELIGHTED’ AFTER BEING 
NAMED GROUNDSMAN OF THE YEAR BY THE 
WORCESTERSHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION.

Nigel was nominated by colleagues at the University, before 
members of the county FA’s judging panel voted him the 
overall winner. He will now go forward to be considered 
for the national Groundsman of the Year award.

Now in his sixth year at the University, Nigel is 
responsible for tending to the pitches at Battenhall 
Playing Fields and the St John’s Campus. He explains: 
“During the football season, we check all the pitches 
at Battenhall after they have been played on.

“When the football season is over, we continue to care 
for the pitches and the cricket wicket, but also mark 
out and maintain a 400m running track, rounders 
pitches and field event facilities for local schools.”

As with many groundsmen across the country, 
the biggest challenge facing Nigel is often the 
unpredictable British weather, and he admits that the 
recent floods have made his job far more testing.

“My working week is dominated by the weather forecast,” he 
says. “Pitches can’t be marked out or properly cut when the 
weather is wet, and this year has been particularly difficult.

“In a normal season, around 250 matches will be played on 
the various pitches, but this year there have been no games on 
some of them for an extended period due to the weather.”

Mick Donovan, Head of the University’s Institute of Sport & 
Exercise Science, added: “This award is richly deserved and 
it is significant that one of Nigel’s greatest strengths is his 
desire to meet the needs of student athletes and coaches 
when preparing facilities for training and match days.

“There is a great sense of pride within the University’s 
sporting community in what Nigel has achieved.” 

GROUNDSKEEPER WINS 
COUNTY FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION 
ACCOLADE
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FLOODED BRITAIN

University News

INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
LECTURER DR TORY MILNER IS A RESEARCHER 
IN RIVER SCIENCE. SHE SHARES HER THOUGHTS 
ON WHETHER THIS YEAR’S FLOODS WERE 
CAUSED BY GLOBAL WARMING. 

Dr Tory Milner

Top image: the view 
from The Hive during the 
recent floods



80.7mm: 
the average 
January rainfall 
in England

158.2mm: 
January 2014 
rainfall in 
England

Source: The 
Met Office

RECENT FLOODING IN THE UK: 
UNDERLYING CAUSES AND 
LINKS TO CLIMATE CHANGE
From December 2013 to February 
2014, the UK experienced a 
prolonged sequence of winter 
storms that resulted in coastal 
damage and widespread flooding 
to many areas. This sequence of 
storms has been linked to major 
disturbances to the Pacific and 
North Atlantic jet streams. Jet 
streams form continuous belts 
around the Earth at a latitude of 
approx. 30°N and 30°S. These high 
winds are situated at 12km from 
the Earth’s surface and experience 
seasonal variations, especially 
in the northern hemisphere. 

During December 2013 and January 
2014, a high pressure ridge of 
stable air developed, which blocked 
precipitation from the Pacific 
Ocean. This ridge caused higher 
mean average temperatures along 
the western coastline of the United 
States, particularly in California 
where a drought developed. 
Temperatures peaked at 29.4ºC 
(85ºF) on 15 January 2014 in Los 
Angeles. This is a sharp contrast to 
average January temperatures which 
are typically 9ºC (45ºF). This high 
pressure ridge pushed the jet stream 
further north into Canada, which 
led to a deeper trough in the eastern 

USA. Cold arctic air migrated south 
and caused heavy snow storms along 
the eastern United States coastline 
and also as far south as Texas. 

In the UK, the movement of the 
North Atlantic jet stream has 
caused a succession of winter 
storms resulting in coastal, 
river, and groundwater flooding, 
particularly in the south-east and 
south-west of England. Scotland 
and southern England had the 
wettest December and January 
respectively since records began 
in 1910 (CEH, 2014). Heavy 
precipitation has led to saturated 
ground and water levels approaching 
the surface in many regions.

The recent shift in the North Atlantic 
jet stream brings into question 
whether the winter storms have 
been caused by natural variability 
or climate change accelerated 
by human activities. Despite an 
increased frequency of river flows in 
recent years, key researchers in the 
UK have found no overall increase 
in water levels across a 130 year 
time series for the River Thames. 

This reinforces the importance of 
investigating seasonal river flow 
regimes across a large timescale. 
Therefore, it is not yet possible to 
provide a clear answer on whether 
anthropogenic climate change is 
a contributor. Further research 
focusing on the storminess, daily/
hourly rain rates and trends in 
seasonal river flow regimes is 
needed to identify clearer seasonal 
river flow regimes in the UK. 

TEMPERATURES PEAKED 
AT 29.4ºC (85ºF) ON 
15 JANUARY 2014 IN 
LOS ANGELES. THIS IS 
A SHARP CONTRAST 
TO AVERAGE JANUARY 
TEMPERATURES WHICH 
ARE TYPICALLY 9ºC .

Source: AccuWeather  
(2014)
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WORCESTER STUDENTS’ 
UNION BAR, THE PEAR 
TREE, HAS BECOME 
THE FIRST LICENSED 
PREMISES IN WORCESTER 
TO RECEIVE BEST BAR 
NONE ACCREDITATION, 
RECOGNISING THE 
BAR’S CONTRIBUTION 
TO SAFETY IN THE 
COMMUNITY.

The Best Bar None scheme, launched 
nearly a decade ago by Manchester 
City Council, promotes best practice 
in bars’ policy, process management 
and staff training initiatives.

The Pear Tree bar is the first venue 
in Worcester to be awarded the 
accreditation - recognition of its 
campaigns and initiatives to raise 

awareness amongst students of 
the dangers related to consuming 
excessive amounts of alcohol.

Visited by approximately 300 
students every day, the bar 
offers Worcester’s students 
a wide range of social events, 
including live performances.

An on-site inspection from the 
official accreditation agency verified 
that the bar provides a safe and 
pleasant environment for the 
University’s students and staff, 
whilst working on reducing alcohol-
provoked violence in the local area.

Kynton Swingle, President of 
Worcester Students’ Union, 
said: “As a Students’ Union we 
believe it is vital to make sure our 
students have the safest possible 
environment to socialise in.

“The excellent reputation Best 
Bar None has gained for helping 
to reduce crime and disorder 
over the last decade made it the 
ideal award to work towards.”

Following the achievement, the 
Students’ Union will actively 
encourage other popular students’ 
venues in Worcester to apply for 
accreditation through its seat on the 
Worcester Nightsafe Committee.

WORCESTER STUDENTS’ UNION BAR 
RECEIVES NATIONAL ACCREDITATION

“We are 
delighted that 
all of the hard 
work the bar’s 
manager, 
Chris Greaves, 
and his team 
have put into 
meeting the 
high standards 
set by Best 
Bar None has 
resulted in us 
gaining our 
accreditation 
at the first 
attempt. We are 
proud that the 
Pear Tree bar 
is the first one 
in Worcester 
to do so.”

Kynton Swingle, 
President of Worcester 
Students’ Union



UNIVERSITY NEWS
If you have suggestions or stories for the next edition of the University of 
Worcester News, please get in touch with us on communications@worc.ac.uk

Follow all the latest news online at: www.worcester.ac.uk/news

LEADING ORCHESTRA TO PLAY AT THE ARENA
BBC NATIONAL 
ORCHESTRA OF WALES 
WILL PERFORM A 
SPECTACULAR CONCERT 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER ARENA 
THIS AUTUMN.

Presented by the University, in 
Association with the Autumn 
in Malvern Festival, this rare 
opportunity to see one of the UK’s 
leading orchestras takes place on 
September 10.

In keeping with the City’s heritage, 
the orchestra will perform two 
of Elgar’s most famous works, 
his Cello Concerto and Elegy.

In addition, the audience will 
be treated to a performance of 
Dvorak’s Symphony No.8 in G 
Major and Vaughan Williams’ 
Overture: The Wasps.

BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
occupies a special role as both 
a broadcast orchestra and the 
national symphony orchestra of 
Wales, and is supported by the 

Arts Council of Wales. As well 
as recording studio sessions and 
concerts for BBC Radio 3, it enjoys 
close working relationships with 
television programme-makers, 
including Doctor Who for BBC 
Cymru Wales and the BBC’s 
Natural History Unit, most notably 
with composer Nitin Sawhney 
for the Human Planet series.

The concert will be conducted 
by Rory Macdonald, described as 
“one of the brightest stars of the 
younger generation of conductors.”

Tickets will be available from 
www.ticketline.co.uk or from 
the University of Worcester 
Arena Reception. Prices 
range from £15 to £28.

In this image 
The BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales 
(photo credit:  
Betina Skovbrov)
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