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University News

In this image:  
Graduation Day 
post-ceremony 
celebrations

Post-ceremony receptions were 
held at the University of Worcester 
Arena, and the venue also played 
host to the annual Graduation 
Dinner, at which the achievements 
of the 2014 Academic Prize-
winners were recognised.

Vice Chancellor Professor David 
Green said: “The beauty and 
grandeur of Worcester Cathedral 
always provides a magnificent, 
most fitting setting in which to 
congratulate our graduates and 
to thank the parents, family, 
friends and supporters who have 
contributed so much to their success.

“The graduates of 2014 join an 
illustrious community of over 
100,000 Worcester graduates 
who have made and are making an 
immense contribution to British 
society. We look forward to hearing 

about the continuing success of this 
year’s graduates in the year ahead, 
and we wish them every happiness.”

One such successful graduate, 
Paramedic Science Foundation 
degree graduate, Michael Anslow, 
won numerous awards for 
volunteering during his time as a 
student, and was also awarded 
the National Union of Students 
(NUS) Course Representative 
of the Year award in 2013, after 
displaying outstanding commitment 
to his course and colleagues. 

Another graduate who made a 
huge impact at Worcester is Sports 
Coaching and Sports Development 
graduate Alice Vickers, who credits 
Worcester’s expansion of sports 
facilities with helping her to gain 
a First Class Honours degree.

GRADUATION 2014
THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
AROUND 2,900 STUDENTS 
WERE CELEBRATED AT 
THIS YEAR’S GRADUATION 
CEREMONIES. GRADUATES 
AND THEIR FAMILIES 
FILLED THE MAGNIFICENT 
WORCESTER CATHEDRAL 
FOR EACH OF THE EIGHT 
SEPARATE CEREMONIES. 



Honorary degrees are awarded to 
individuals who have distinguished 
themselves in their chosen field. 
Normally these individuals will have 
an association with the University 
or the local region. At the 2014 
awards, the University was delighted 
to award the following honorary 
degrees:

Sir Keir Starmer KCB QC
The former Director of 
Public Prosecutions

The Rt Hon Lord Hughes 
of Ombersley
Supreme Court Judge

Professor Sheila the 
Baroness Hollins
Former President of the British 
Medical Association

Julia Eccleshare MBE
Writer and broadcaster

Lord Low of Dalston CBE
The Vice President of the Royal 
National Institute for Blind People, 
and cross-bench life peer

The Very Reverend Peter Atkinson
The Dean of Worcester

Fellowships are awarded to those who either already have a close association 
with the University or have indicated that they wish to develop one. Fellows 
join the University’s College of Fellows, which provides opportunities for the 
individual to support the University in ways that reflect their particular areas 
of expertise and experience. This year we have welcomed:

Paul West QPM
The former Chief Constable of West Mercia Police

Richard Webb
Webbs of Wychbold

Frankie Tsang
The Chairman of Worcestershire Chinese Association

Andrew Shaw
The former headteacher of Wigmore Academies Trust in Herefordshire

Professor Ros Keeton
The Chief Executive of Birmingham’s Women’s Hospital NHS  
Foundation Trust

Lt Col Patrick Holcroft LVO OBE
The Lord-Lieutenant for Worcestershire

Victor Heyfron
Worcester sculptor and artist

Emeritus Professor Rosalind Foskett
The former Deputy Vice Chancellor of the University of Worcester

Dr Martin Doughty
The former Pro Vice Chancellor Resources at the University of Worcester

David Birtwhistle
Worcester artist

HONORARY DEGREES 
AND FELLOWSHIPS

“I don’t think I 
would have received 
a better education 
anywhere else.” 

Alex Powell 
First Class Honours degree,  
Physical Geography

“I have loved every 
minute of my time at 
the University. I would 
recommend it to anyone.” 

Lisa Hodson 
First Class Honours degree, 
Education Studies

“I was absolutely ecstatic 
to earn a First Class 
degree. I feel very proud 
to have achieved this 
through hard work 
and determination.”

Nick Zabierek  
First Class Honours degree, 
Animation and Screenwriting
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IN MEMORY OF LYNDA -
A FRIEND OF THE UNIVERSITY

RUTH JONES OBE, DIRECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY’S NATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
THE STUDY AND PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE AND ABUSE, HAS VOWED TO HELP 
CONTINUE THE INSPIRING WORK OF ACTRESS, CAMPAIGNER AND UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER FELLOW LYNDA BELLINGHAM OBE, WHO PASSED AWAY IN OCTOBER.

Lynda performed the Centre’s official opening in June, also receiving 
her University Fellowship at the ceremony at the University Arena.

At the event, she spoke honestly and movingly about the abuse she 
suffered in a previous relationship, and why she was championing the 
work of the University in raising awareness and conducting research 
into the causes and prevention of domestic and sexual violence.

Everyone at the University was saddened to learn of Lynda’s passing 
on October 19, but Ruth Jones – a close friend of the actress – 
says that the legacy of her inspirational work will live on.

“I first met Lynda three years ago when we were both speaking at an event about domestic abuse,” she 
explains. “When Lynda and Michael (Pattemore, Lynda’s husband) arrived, I offered to get them some tea. 
Lynda insisted, as she always would, that they would get their own and should not be waited upon. 

“She didn’t want people to make a fuss because she was a celebrity. We hit it off on that day through our shared 
experiences of domestic abuse and our determination to do something about it, with her ability to speak to 
the public, and my vision of launching a centre at the University of Worcester that would provide a stimulating 
and inclusive environment in which to study and understand violence and abuse and its prevention.” 

“That centre was launched on June 20th 2014 by Lynda, 
who supported making that vision a reality.”

Ruth continues: “Lynda Bellingham touched my life for a short period and made a massive impact on 
it. She has left behind a legacy that will not be forgotten. Her acting and presenting are captured on 
film for eternity and her charity work embedded in the lives of all who have benefitted from it.  

“Michael says that the words on her gravestone will be: ‘The curtain went up on 31 May 1948 
and the final curtain went down on 19 October 2014’ - but her encore will continue. 

“Lynda launched the NCSPVA in June, and the NCSPVA annual conference will take 
place in June each year in her memory. I think she would be pleased.”

“Lynda 
launched the 
NCSPVA in 
June, and the 
NCSPVA annual 
conference will 
take place in 
June each year 
in her memory. I 
think she would 
be pleased.”

Ruth Jones OBE



“The University 
of Worcester’s 
International 
Centre for the 
Picture Book 
in Society is 
unique and 
indispensable 
- it strives to 
make this world 
accessible to 
everyone across 
the globe.”

Jean Christophe Boele, 
Director of Lemniscaat

PRESTIGIOUS ILLUSTRATION 
COMPETITION
Illustrations by a University of 
Worcester student, of evacuees 
during World War II, were included 
in a prestigious exhibition hosted at 
The Hive as part of a worldwide tour.

The International Lemniscaat 
Illustration Competition Exhibition 
shows off a magical world of picture 
books with work by 12 prize winners. 
Their work was selected from 
over 700 entries, encompassing a 
rich variety of techniques, subject 
matter and media, and was first 
presented in Rotterdam.

Among them is the creative 
and unique work of Amanda 
Summers, who is a final-year 
Illustration student at the 
University of Worcester.

The 20-year-old artist from Luton 
said: “I was really surprised when I 
found out I was one of the winners 
of the Lemniscaat 2014 competition, 
considering how many people 
submitted their illustrations. It was 
a fantastic experience to get to 
travel to Rotterdam for the opening 
of the exhibition, meet the other 
11 finalists and attend the master 
class by my lecturer Piet Grobler.”

The competition is the first 
collaboration between Lemniscaat, 
the largest publisher of 
internationally acclaimed children’s 
books in the Netherlands, the 
Willem de Kooning Academie 
in Rotterdam, the University of 
Worcester’s Illustration course 
and its International Centre for 
the Picture Book in Society.

Jean Christophe Boele, Director of 
Lemniscaat, attended the opening of 
the exhibition at The Hive and said: 

“Picture books are a 
child’s first entrance into 
the realms of art and 
imagination. Everyone, 
young or old, no matter 
what circumstances he 
or she lives in, should be 
able to enter the wonderful 
world of picture books.”

Back row: Jean Christophe Boele and Amanda Summers
Front row: Tobias Hickey, Piet Grobler and Professor David Green

5



University News

The University’s Accounting BA 
(Hons) degree has been awarded 
exemption accreditation by the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England & Wales (ICAEW) and 
the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA). This 
is in addition to the accreditations 
already received from the Chartered 
Institute of Management Accountants 
(CIMA) and the Institute of 
Financial Accountants (IFA). 

The University has also been 
awarded Partner in Learning 
status from the ICAEW.

Students who complete the 
degree programme can now gain 
exemption from a significant 
proportion of the professional 
exam papers with these institutes, 
awarding them credit for prior 
learning. Some of the exemptions 
are also available to students 
whose degrees are on the business, 
accounting and finance pathways. 

ACCOUNTING STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM  
NEW ACCREDITATIONS
ACCOUNTING STUDENTS 
WILL NOW BE ELIGIBLE TO 
CLAIM EXEMPTION FROM A 
NUMBER OF PROFESSIONAL 
EXAMS AFTER THE 
COURSE RECEIVED 
SPECIAL ACCREDITATION 
BY TWO OF THE 
LEADING PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTANCY BODIES. 

THE TALENTED 
MR STEVENS

THROUGHOUT HIS TIME 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER, THE WORD 
‘INSPIRATIONAL’ WAS 
CONSTANTLY APPLIED 
TO MARK STEVENS.

A double amputee, Mark came 
to personify the University’s 
inclusive sport ethos, captaining 
the University’s wheelchair 
basketball team, coaching at 
local schools and playing a host 
of different sports, in addition 
to helping other disabled people 
learn to surf during his spare time 
in his home county of Cornwall.

Now Mark, who graduated from 
his Sports Coaching Science 
with Disability Sport degree in 
November, is inspiring others 
having returned to Cornwall to work 
for Truro and Penwith College.

He explains: “My job title is 
College Sport Activator and I 
am a member of the Health, 
Wellbeing and Sport programme.

“My job is to encourage college 
students who are not that active to 
become more so by providing them 
with various activities. The Health, 
Wellbeing and Sport programme 
enables students to access 
regular, high quality recreational 
sport and physical activity as an 
additional enrichment service.”

Mark, who studied at Truro before 
enrolling at Worcester, describes 
his new role as a ‘massive step’ 
into the sport development 
industry, and he is determined 
to ensure that his passion for 
sport is passed on to others.

“Teaching Further Education 
students is a future ambition 
of mine, as is working in the 
disability sport sector, as it is 
what I am passionate about.”

Mark credits the teaching staff 
within the University of Worcester’s 
Institute of Sport & Exercise 
Science with helping to nurture that 

passion, and he says that his time 
at Worcester has armed him with 
both the skills and the confidence 
to pursue his dream career in sport.

“The course at Worcester helped 
me massively in my new job,” 
he explains. “It has given me the 
sport development and coaching 
knowledge to be able to encourage 
and teach the students about how 
important keeping active is. 

“It also gave me the confidence to 
apply for jobs, as I feel I have the 
knowledge to be able to succeed; 
that’s thanks to the great staff 
and teaching at Worcester.”

In this image:  
Mark Stevens



UNIVERSITY’S HEAD OF 
SPORT NAMED 2014 PRIDE 
OF WORCESTERSHIRE
MICK DONOVAN, THE HEAD OF THE INSTITUTE OF SPORT & EXERCISE 
SCIENCE, WHOSE TIRELESS WORK HAS MADE THE CITY THE FORERUNNER 
FOR INCLUSIVE SPORT IN THIS COUNTRY, WINS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD.

The Michael Brinton Pride of 
Worcestershire Award was conferred 
on Mick by Angela Brinton DL – 
on behalf of the Worcestershire 
Ambassadors – at a ceremony in 
October.

The Worcestershire Ambassadors 
is a group of influential individuals, 
including leaders of industry and 
enterprise, celebrities and those in 
public life - media, arts, and sport 
- all of whom have a mission to 
promote Worcestershire. 

The Pride of Worcestershire award 
is the County’s most prestigious 
award. It is made annually to just 
one person who has contributed 
to making Worcestershire a better 
place to live, work and visit.

“I am deeply honoured to 
receive this award,” Mick said. 

“To be recognised by 
the Worcestershire 
Ambassadors for our 
important work in sports 
and inclusion over the past 
15 years is very special.” 

“It is really humbling to receive 
the award as an individual, but I 
really must accept it on behalf of 
the many people who have worked 
hard and enabled us to achieve so 
much, not only with our teams, 
but also with schools and the local 
community. I would like to express 

my sincere thanks to everyone who 
has contributed to this success.”

Mick is co-founder of the Worcester 
Wolves Basketball Club – the current 
BBL Trophy and BBL Play-Off 
title holders – and has helped to 
transform Worcester’s sporting 
landscape over the last 15 years.

His vision and passion for inclusion 
led to the development of the 
magnificent University of Worcester 
Arena, Britain’s first indoor sporting 
venue designed specifically to 
meet the needs of wheelchair 
athletes. The Arena opened in 
2013 and has since become the 
training base for national teams 
and international athletes, as well 
as a venue for community sports 
clubs and school groups to develop 
their skills and increase their 
enjoyment of a variety of sports.

The outstanding success of the 
University Arena has led to proposals 
for an International Centre for 
Inclusive Sport at Worcester, which 
would see the University’s research, 
participation and development 
initiatives expanded and its 
expertise utilised further to deliver 
truly inclusive sport to a wide 
range of athletes and participants, 
including women, disabled 
competitors and older people.

The University Arena has already 
staged several notable international 
fixtures in sports such as 
basketball, wheelchair basketball 
and netball, and next year will 
host the European Wheelchair 
Basketball Championships, an 
event which will again bring 
athletes and spectators from 
across the continent to the City.

Vice Chancellor Professor Green said: 

“Mick Donovan has 
been a real inspiration 
in developing sporting 
and educational 
opportunities for young 
people of all abilities.”

In presenting the award, Angela 
Brinton DL said: “I cannot think 
of anyone who deserves the Pride 
of Worcestershire Award more. 
Mick has created one wonderful 
programme after another for 
inclusion, hope and pride of the 
very best sort, and has truly 
helped people to flourish.”

On the same evening, Professor 
David Green was also honoured 
with the award of Worcestershire 
Ambassador of the Year for the 
tremendous contribution the 
University makes to the community.

“The European 
Championships, 
the men’s 
and women’s 
qualifying 
tournaments 
for Wheelchair 
Basketball 
at the Rio 
Paralympics, 
will bring 
national 
teams, players, 
coaches, 
supporters, 
diplomats and 
journalists 
from all over 
Europe to 
Worcestershire 
in August/
September 2015 
– how fitting 
for Mick to be 
the holder of 
the Pride of 
Worcestershire 
to welcome 
our guests and 
promote our 
County at the 
Championships 
next year.”

Professor David 
Green in praise of 
Mick Donovan

Left image:  
Mick Donovan 
receives the award 
from Angela 
Brinton DL
Right image:  
Mick Donovan 
with Professor 
David Green
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NETBALL TAKES ON BASKETBALL 
IN SPORTING SUCCESS STORIES
IN RECENT YEARS THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER HAS BECOME 
SYNONYMOUS WITH BASKETBALL – A GAME THAT HAS DOMINATED 
MUCH OF THE UNIVERSITY’S SPORTING PROWESS.

But there’s another sport that is fast becoming 
another area of excellence – netball. In the 
past two years the University’s netball offering 
has exploded, with the first and second teams 
both securing promotion last season, and the 
University is now attracting some of the country’s 
top athletes to play and study. For the past two 
years, the University of Worcester Arena has been 
the venue for the national Netball Superleague 
finals, and later this month it will also host an 
international fixture between England and Malawi.

The development has been led by Michelle 
Morgan who, 10 years after joining the 
University of Worcester as a student, was 
appointed as the University’s Director of Netball 
and Teaching Fellow in Employability.

Michelle (Sheli) has taken the sport of netball 
from a student hobby to an integral part of the 
University’s sports offering. Her talent is such that 
in October she was invited to be the Joint Head 
Coach of an International Junior Netball Tournament 
held in partnership by Disney World and Visions 
in Education in Florida, an event endorsed by 
Netball America. In addition, third year Physical 
Education student, Dani Gunn, went to La Manga 
to coach at the Spanish Netball Festival, also as 
part of the Visions in Education programme. 

Sheli, who joined the University in 2004 as an 
undergraduate student in Sports Studies and 
PE and has since worked in a number of roles at the 
University, was originally approached to coach the 
University’s netball team by a student. “The student 
knew I had my level 2 coaching qualification and asked 
if I would be interested in coaching the team,” she 
said. “That year the first team finished second in the 
league and we overhauled the whole programme.”

Last year the University women’s first and second netball 
teams were undefeated, with the first team securing 
promotion to division 1A and the second team promoted 
to division 4A. Sheli delights in the fact that this year, 
for the second consecutive year, the squad also beat 
the University of Gloucestershire, who can boast an 
England legend on their coaching team, at Varsity.

The use of Sports Psychology and Sports Therapy 
students for first aid and treatment of injuries has also 
contributed to the success of the teams. The facilities 
at the recently opened University of Worcester Arena 
have been hugely beneficial too, with strength and 

conditioning sessions taking place twice a week, which 
has enabled the girls to get themselves in the best 
condition possible for each fixture that they play.

“With an increase in the number of coaches and 
umpires being trained at the University through the 
Coach Education programme, netball at the University 
of Worcester is certainly going strong,” Sheli said.

This year, pre-season training started early and the 
team were training five days a week, including specialist 
strength and conditioning programmes, body fat 
testing and functional movement screening.

“It was quite remarkable as we had eight girls who 
were Freshers so they hadn’t even started studying at 
the University when we began training and they were 
turning up every day to train from 8am,” Sheli said.

Sheli used social media to recruit new students 
joining the University who were interested in 
netball, and 142 girls tried out for the squad.

Sheli Morgan



In this image:  
Twins Becky and 
Laura Tildesley

“We have some really excellent 
players joining us this year,” Sheli 
said. “I am certain that some have 
come to study here largely because 
of the quality of our netball.

“The calibre of player being attracted 
to the University of Worcester 
is growing year on year and it is 
exciting to think where we can go 
on such strong foundations.”

The new squad includes twins 
Becky and Laura Tildesley.

Both play at regional level for West 
Midlands Warriors, as well as for 
Dudley Leisure Netball Club. Becky 
also played for England Under 17s.

“We have been involved in 
netball since we were really 
young as our mum plays,” said 
the 18-year-olds. “We wanted 
to go to a university where we 
could continue with our netball 
and get our degree, so Worcester 
was the best option for us.”

Sheli is aiming to provide a 
programme ready to support a 
Netball Superleague franchise by 
September 2016. It was during the 
recent Netball Superleague final 
at the University of Worcester 
Arena that Sheli was approached 
to become Joint Head Coach at 
the Florida netball tournament. 
While there, she headed a team 
of nine international coaches and 
150 players from all over the world 
and also took part in a major event 
hosted by Netball America. 

The England v Malawi game will be 
the second time that the University 
Arena has hosted the national 
team – a sell-out crowd watched 
England beat South Africa to claim 
a 3-0 series win in September 2013 
– and the venue has also become 
home to the sport’s domestic 
Superleague final, hosting the 
showpiece event in 2013 and 2014.

England Head Coach, Anna Mayes, 
said: “We are delighted to be 
heading back to Worcester for our 
December fixture against Malawi. 

The passion and support we 
receive from our fans in that area 
is phenomenal and it really inspires 
the team to deliver on the court.

“The Malawi ‘Queens’ will bring 
an entertaining style to the 
series and we expect a tough 
challenge from our visitors, but 
it is one we are determined to 
overcome in Worcester.

“Our previous visits to the 
University Arena have been laden 
with success and we look forward 
to our attempt to continue this 
fabulous run of form. The supporters 
act as our eighth player and we 
can’t wait to see a sell-out crowd 
unite with us this Christmas.”

England face Malawi at 
the University Arena on 
December 20, at 3.15pm. 
For further details and 
ticket information, visit 
www.englandnetball.co.uk
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2014 WAS SOMETHING 
OF A BREAKTHROUGH 
YEAR FOR YOUNG 
SPRINTER MATTHEW 
HUDSON-SMITH.

The Wolverhampton-born 400m 
specialist announced his arrival on 
the global stage with a brilliant set of 
performances throughout the summer 
– he won 4x400m Commonwealth 
Games gold in Glasgow, before taking 
relay gold and individual silver in the 
European Championships in Zurich.

Tipped for even greater success 
in the future, Matthew is one of 
Britain’s brightest track and field 
hopes for Rio 2016 and beyond, but 
he is already putting plans in place 
for when the time comes for him 
to hang up his running spikes.

The 20-year-old has aspirations 
of becoming a coach and, in 
September, took the first step on 
that journey by enrolling on the 
University of Worcester’s PE and 
Sports Coaching Science course.

“Last year was all about athletics 
for me, but this year I thought that 
I should go out and start studying 
for a degree,” Matthew explains.

“It’s not just that this degree is 
going to help me as an athlete, 
it’s the fact that I can also use it 
to help develop others too. I want 
to be a coach eventually and this 
is the first step towards that.”

During his time at Worcester, 
Matthew will be supported by the 
University’s Elite Athlete Mentor 
Programme, which is designed 
to help students competing at 
regional, national or international 
level maximise both their sporting 
and academic talents.

With the Rio Olympics now less than 
two years away, and the prospect 
of World Championships in Beijing 
next year to contend with, Matthew 
believes that the support he will 
receive during his studies will be vital.

“The support network here is good; 
it caters to my needs and everything 
is tailored around the individual, 
which I like,” he says. “I’m not sure 
how it’s going to work in terms of 
balancing my studies when the 
big competitions come along, but 
thankfully they’re very supportive 
here, so I know I’ll be helped out.

“My main goals at the moment are 
obviously the World Championships 
next year and then the 2016 
Olympics, but I take things one 
step at a time. I’m happy to be 
here, and hopefully I can go on to 
achieve good things on the track 
and in terms of my studying.”

ECOLOGIST JOINS UNIVERSITY TO 
DEVELOP WETLANDS RESEARCH
DR RACHAEL CARRIE HAS 
JOINED THE UNIVERSITY 
TO TAKE FORWARD A 
RESEARCH PROJECT 
IN AFRICA THAT WILL 
EVALUATE WETLANDS 
AND LIVELIHOODS IN 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA, 
AS WELL AS LECTURING 
ON THE UNIVERSITY’S 
GEOGRAPHY 
PROGRAMMES.

Dr Carrie joins Worcester from 
Lancaster University, where she 
completed her PhD, following 
more than 10 years as an ecologist 
working in the UK and in Belize. 
While working in Belize, Dr Carrie 
discovered and named a new species 
of water insect:  Potamocoris 
isbiru - a tiny, hairy water bug.

Dr Carrie said: “I am really excited 
to be taking on this new role at 
the University of Worcester. I am 
looking forward to lecturing and 
to undertaking an evaluation of 
the research that the University 
has been involved in in Africa.”

She will work alongside Dr Alan 
Dixon, Principal Lecturer in 
Geography, who has led the African 
wetlands research. The research 
explores the use of wetlands by the 
local community for farming and 
how best to conserve and manage it.

“We are really pleased to have 
Rachael joining us,” he said. 

“Rachael has previously worked 
with the Ya’axche Conservation 
Trust in Belize where she was 
working with NGOs (Non-
Governmental Organisations) and 
community groups to develop 
river monitoring systems.”

FROM THE SUCCESS OF THE TRACK TO 
THE CLASSROOM AT WORCESTER

Top:  
Dr Rachael Carrie

Bottom: 
Matthew Hudson-
Smith on his 
way to a silver 
medal at the 2014 
European Athletics 
Championships



COMMONWEALTH 
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS
WELCOMING TWO NEW STUDENTS AND LOOKING AT HOW ONE  
COMMONWEALTH STUDENT IS PLANNING TO TRANSFORM THE LIVES OF  
UGANDAN CHILDREN 

The University of Worcester is celebrating the arrival of its latest two 
Commonwealth Scholarship students.

James Abrokwah, from Ghana, 
and Divya Madhusudhan, from 
India, will spend the next year 
studying at the University under the 
Commonwealth Shared Scholarship 
Scheme. The scheme, which is a 
joint initiative between the UK 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) and UK 
universities, supports scholarships 
for students from developing 
Commonwealth countries who 
would not otherwise be able to 
study in the United Kingdom.

James, who is studying for an 
MSc in Applied Psychology, said: 
“Without this scholarship I would 
never have had the opportunity to 
study in the UK for a Masters. I’m 
finding the course great, but very 
challenging, which is a good thing.”

Twenty-seven-year-old James, 
who hopes to become a Clinical 
Psychologist on his return to Ghana, 
applied to several universities 
and was accepted on all, but 
chose to come to Worcester for 
its course offering and its small 
community-based city.

“Worcester is a really lovely place 
and the course is very much 
what I want to do,” he said. “I 
am so pleased to be here and 
hope I do well in my studies.”

Twenty-two-year-old Divya, who 
is studying for a Masters in Public 
Health, added: “I’m really excited 
to be studying in the UK and at 
Worcester. I am enjoying my course 
thoroughly; the tutors are great and 
all the people here are really friendly. 
The Commonwealth Scholarship 
programme is very competitive so 
I was amazed to be accepted.”

Divya, who studied at RV College 
of Physiotherapy in Bangalore, 
would like to start her own Non-
Governmental Organisation 
(NGO) back in India, concentrating 
on public health issues.

Professor David Green said: “Highly 
skilled graduates working in such 
vital areas as public health and 
clinical psychology are essential for 
social and economic development. 
The University of Worcester is 
delighted that James and Divya have 
chosen to study with us this year 
before returning to contribute their 
skills to further the development 
of Ghana and India respectively. 

“In recent years the University’s 
international impact has grown 
significantly, with graduates working 
around the world in health, business, 
education and sport. We are very 
pleased that the University and 
our City have been selected again 
by two such outstanding young 
Commonwealth scholars.”

TRANSFORMING THE 
LIVES OF CHILDREN

A Ugandan student is hoping 
to change the lives of many 
children in her home nation after 
completing a Masters degree 
in Applied Psychology at the 
University of Worcester.

Letisia Murungyi hopes to return 
to her job at Global Health 
Uganda, where she worked with 
children suffering from Cerebral 
Malaria, after a year in the 
UK gaining an MSc in Applied 
Psychology. She graduated 
in November with a Merit.

With a greater knowledge and 
understanding, Letisia is hoping 
to help those children to better 
deal with the psychological 
impacts of living with the disease.

“The Masters has been 
transformational for me both 
professionally and personally,” 
she said. “I feel that I can go and 
make a real difference to the lives 
of the children I have worked with 
before and ultimately broaden 
my work to other areas.”

Letisia, from Kampala, completed 
her undergraduate degree in 
Community Psychology in 
Uganda before successfully 
applying for a place at Worcester 
through the Commonwealth 
Scholarship scheme.

Left Image:  
Divya Madhusudhan, 
Professor David Green 
and James Abrokwah

Right Image:  
Letisia Murungyi
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THE UNIVERSITY HELD ITS ANNUAL MENTOR AWARDS 
CEREMONY IN OCTOBER, TO CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTION OF 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS ACROSS THE REGION TO STUDENTS’ 
EXPERIENCES WITHIN A PRACTICE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.

MENTOR 
AWARDS 2014

University News

The University, in collaboration 
with its NHS practice partners, 
honoured the outstanding work and 
commitment of nurses, midwives, 
social workers, physiotherapists, 
occupational therapists and 
paramedics who mentor students 
throughout their time on placement.

In the sixth year of the awards, prizes 
were presented in categories such as 
Outstanding Mentor, Outstanding 
Ambulance Station and Outstanding 
Practice Learning Environment, 
while awards for Physiotherapy and 
Occupational Therapy were given 
out for the first time this year.

Jo Rouse, Head of the University’s 
Academic Unit for Applied 
Professional Studies and Chair 
of the Mentor Awards Steering 
Group, said: “Having highly 
committed and effective mentors 
within the practice learning 
environment is central to effective 
student learning experiences. 

“It is really fantastic that the 
University is able to join with its 
practice partners to celebrate the 
achievements of mentors in this 
way. The Mentor Awards Steering 
Group received a very high number 
of outstanding nominations which 
reflects the quality of mentoring. 
Selecting the winners was a huge 
challenge as all of the mentors 
nominated were excellent.”

The opening address at the 
ceremony, which was held at the 
University of Worcester Arena, 
was given by Professor Lisa Bayliss-
Pratt, Health Education England’s 
first Director of Nursing, who has 
responsibility for leading national 
policy, workforce planning, 
and education and training 
commissioning for the non-
medical healthcare workforce.

Right: 
Winners of Mentor 
Awards 2014

Below:  
Professor Lisa Bayliss-
Pratt delivers the 
opening address



Pitmaston Primary School underwent a stringent audit from the Inclusion 
Quality Mark to achieve the award in June 2013 and more recently the 
Centre of Excellence status in July 2014, and is now working towards 
becoming a Flagship school under the scheme.  

There are just 52 Centres of 
Excellence in the Country, which 
represent some of the best schools 
for embedding inclusive practice. 
Inclusive practice ensures that 
all learners achieve and reach 
their full potential through equal 
access and opportunities.

Rachel Barrell, Course Leader for 
the University’s Primary Initial 
Teacher Education programme, 
is also Chair of Governors at the 
school. She said: “This is a fantastic 
achievement for Pitmaston and is a 
reflection of all their hard work to 
create a supportive and inclusive 
environment for all children to learn.

“As a university, we have supported 
the school and have worked closely 
with them to develop our own 
teacher training programmes. We 
are delighted that our trainees have 
access to the wealth of knowledge 
and experience of the staff at 
Pitmaston Primary School. This year, 

the school has employed five of 
our Newly Qualified Teachers 
(NQTs), which shows the excellent 
partnership working between us.”

The school’s Special Educational 
Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo), 
Emily Powell, is also a graduate 
of the University after 
undertaking the National Award 
in Special Educational Needs.

Kate Wilcock, Deputy Head at 
Pitmaston Primary School, said: 
“We are really pleased to have 
received recognition for the work 
that we do. Undergoing the audit 
was a really useful exercise for us 
to develop and strengthen the many 
initiatives we already have in place to 
support pupils with additional needs.

“We are now working with other 
schools to share best practice 
and support each other as a lead 
school. Parents have confidence 
in the school and its staff and 

feel consulted at every stage of 
their children’s development.”

The University of Worcester is an 
approved training centre for the 
National Award SENCo (NASC), a 
statutory award for newly-appointed 
SENCos, and embeds SEN training 
across all of its primary courses. 

Top image 
left to right: 
Kate Wilcock, Emily 
Powell and Rachel 
Barrell

Below: 
Dr Carsten Skjoth

The specially designed and 
commissioned drone, which has a 
wing-span of 6ft and weighs just 
3.5kg, is capable of many things 
including repeatedly taking the 
exact same flight path, collecting 
images or samples for leading 
research into hayfever, crop disease 
and meteorological changes.

The concept came from Dr Carsten 
Skjoth, a Senior Lecturer and 
Researcher with the University’s 
National Pollen and Aerobiology 
Research Unit (NPARU), and was 
built by a leading engineering firm in 
Denmark, Danish Aviation Systems.

“This piece of equipment will 
allow us to expand our research 
capabilities into airborne 
observations of bioaerosols, 
remote sensing and meteorological 
observations,” said Dr Skjoth. 

“It will enable us to get 
exact detail images 
and unique samples 
that will really develop 
the work that we do.”

It was developed through a grant 
from the Danish Research Council. 
Dr Skjoth has now secured a 
€100,000 Marie Curie Career 
Integration Grant (CIG) to further 
develop the drone and carry out 
novel research by using the drone.

Professor Roy Kennedy, Director 
of the NPARU, said: “Marie 
Curie Grants are prestigious and 
very competitive, designed to 
undertake cutting edge research 
at leading institutes in Europe. 

“This underlines the strategy 
at the University on dedicated 
research centres and highlights 
NPARU as a recognised leader 
within aerobiology.”

A PARTNER PRIMARY SCHOOL IS THE FIRST IN THE 
COUNTY TO BECOME A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
FOR INCLUSIVE PRACTICE

STATE-OF-THE-ART DRONE TO AID  
LEADING RESEARCH INTO 
HAYFEVER AND CROP DISEASE
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University News

EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE 
UNIVERSITY WELCOMED 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR CULTURE, MEDIA 
AND SPORT, THE RIGHT 
HON. SAJID JAVID MP, 
TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER ARENA, 
WHERE HE GAVE HIS 
APPROVAL TO AMBITIOUS 
PLANS TO BUILD ON 
THE UNIVERSITY’S 
EXISTING WORK WITHIN 
INCLUSIVE SPORT.

The Vice Chancellor, Professor 
David Green, and the Head of the 
University’s Institute of Sport & 
Exercise Science, Mick Donovan, 
welcomed Mr Javid to the University 
Arena, where they outlined 
the vision for the International 
Centre for Inclusive Sport.

The new proposals would see the 
University’s research, participation 
and development initiatives 
expanded and its expertise 
utilised further to deliver truly 
inclusive sport to a wide range 
of athletes and participants, 
including women, disabled 
competitors and older people, 
building on the success already 
enjoyed by the University Arena.

The facility, which opened in April 
2013, has provided increased 
opportunities for athletes and 
participants of all ages and ability 
levels to enjoy - and thrive in - a 
sporting environment, in line with 
the legacy targets of the London 
2012 Olympics and Paralympics.

During his visit, Mr Javid said: 
“I’ve heard about what’s going on 
here and have wanted to come 
down for a while – it’s been great 
to have a look and I’m really 
impressed by what I’ve seen. 

“The inclusivity is especially 
impressive – getting more people 
to participate in sport is hugely 
important, and is again a key 
legacy of the Olympics.”

Mr Javid, the MP for Bromsgrove, 
also met Great Britain Wheelchair 
Basketball captain and University of 
Worcester student Sophie Carrigill, 
and observed an ‘Active Ageing’ 
strength and conditioning class.

After hearing about the proposals to 
enhance the existing commitment 
to inclusivity, he said: “I think the 
plans are very ambitious, very 
bold; but I think that’s the kind of 
thing you need if you truly want to 
see a change in approach towards 
having more inclusive sport. 

“I’m very keen to take a much closer 
look at the proposals because I think 
that it’s something that can continue 
to build on the legacy of 2012.”

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CULTURE, 
MEDIA AND SPORT SUPPORTS THE 
UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER ARENA



NEW YEAR: NEW ROLES
We are delighted to announce the appointment of three new Pro Vice 
Chancellors. Dr Heather Forland joined us in August, and Dr Chris 
O’Malley and Professor Sarah Greer will join us in the new year.

DR HEATHER FORLAND 
TO THE POST OF PRO 
VICE CHANCELLOR 
INTERNATIONAL.

Heather was previously the 
Director of Kingston International 
at Kingston University, and led the 
international work at Kingston for 
the past 8 years with great success. 
During this period the number 
and diversity of international 
students studying at Kingston 
University grew significantly. The 
number of Kingston students 
studying internationally for part of 
their course also increased as did 
activities such as summer schools.

Central to those achievements at 
Kingston were successful, sustainable 
partnerships and innovative 
curriculum development. University 
income from international activities 
increased from £11.2m annually 
to £28.9m and international 
student numbers rose from just 
over 1160 to more than 2600.

Before Heather joined Kingston 
she led the International Office at 
the University of Roehampton for 
6 years, so she has a true wealth 
of experience in this complex, vital 
area. Above all, Heather knows 
how to make internationalisation 
mainstream rather than added extra.

Heather has a first class honours 
degree in Biological Science. She 
earned her PhD in the field of 
Science Education. With a PGCE 
in Secondary Science, Heather 
taught in secondary schools 
for several years before being 
appointed to a senior lectureship in 
teacher education at Roehampton 
and then to the post of Deputy 
Principal at Whitelands College.

Heather’s background provides 
many points for professional 
connection with colleagues here 
at Worcester and she is both a 
Chartered Biologist and Member 
of the Society of Biology and 
a holder of the Professional 
Diploma in Marketing from the 
Chartered Institute of Marketing.

DR CHRIS O’MALLEY TO 
THE POST OF PRO VICE 
CHANCELLOR BUSINESS 
AND DEVELOPMENT.

Chris is a very experienced leader 
in the field of Business-University 
engagement. Elected to the 
European Parliament as a member 
for Dublin in 1986 to 1989, Chris 
subsequently worked in business 
for a number of years, successfully 
pioneering the development of 
European Market Strategy for British 
Telecom. Chris then moved to Dublin 
City University where he served as 
Director of Strategic Development. 
At Dublin, he successfully led major 
new programmes increasing the 
business skills of those leading 
small and medium sized enterprises 
as well as significantly increasing 
University work with a number 
of multi-national corporations.

From 2007 Chris served as Pro 
Vice Chancellor Regional and 
International Development for 
the University of Wales, Newport. 
During this time he led Newport to 
become significantly more engaged 
with business in South Wales and 
internationally. In addition, the 
efforts of Chris and his team led 
to £50m of new income being 
generated for the University. 
Chris was the author of a major 
economic regeneration initiative in 
the South Wales Valleys which won 
the Guardian award for widening 
participation in 2013. Chris’s D. Phil. 
from the University of Sussex was 
earned for his thesis on ‘Overseas 
Research and Development Location 
Decisions: The Case of Ireland’. 

PROFESSOR SARAH GREER 
TO THE POST OF PRO VICE 
CHANCELLOR ACADEMIC.

Sarah is one of four Deputy Pro Vice 
Chancellors at the University of 
Greenwich and was previously Dean 
of the School of Law, Humanities 
and Social Sciences. Prior to this 
appointment Sarah was Head 
of Law from 2009 for 3.5 years. 
During this time Law at Greenwich 
began to thrive. The Sunday Times 
University Guide ranked Law 
at Greenwich first in the UK for 
teaching excellence in 2012. This 
reputation has been retained with 
Law at Greenwich ranked first for 
student satisfaction in the Complete 
University Guide in 2012, 2013 and 
2014. Sarah is very concerned to 
promote graduate employability 
and student success. At Greenwich 
she has led highly successful 
developments including the creation 
of a Student Legal Advice Project, 
a Law Advisory Forum and a Law 
School employability scheme. 

After graduating in English at the 
University of Cambridge, Sarah 
went to work in the City where 
she became a qualified accountant 
and worked for Touche Ross and 
Schroeders. Following a career 
break to look after her young child, 
Sarah took a Law Degree and 
was then appointed to a Senior 
Lectureship in Law at Greenwich 
University in 1999.Sarah is also a 
qualified barrister who served her 
pupillage with the Treasury Solicitor. 
Nationally, Sarah is one of the 
four independent assessors for the 
Student Loans Company and has 
recently been appointed to serve 
on the disciplinary and professional 
conduct panel for Sport England. 
Sarah is a National Teaching Fellow 
(2011) and now serves as a reviewer 
for applications nationally. In 2011, 
Sarah was a finalist in the Oxford 
University Press’s Law Teacher of the 
Year awards, having been nominated 
by colleagues and students. 
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