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Images:  
Left: Schoolchildren try out 
multi-sports at the 2013 
Learning Through Sports day
Right: The Arena hosting top class 
netball and wheelchair basketball 
as well as being a home base 
for the BBL Worcester Wolves

The Guardian Awards aim to 
recognise and reward projects 
in universities that demonstrate 
genuine innovation in the sector, 
collaborative delivery on the ground, 
and meaningful impact both inside 
their institutions and beyond, with 
the potential to inspire others. The 
University Arena’s win follows The 
Hive’s success in 2013, when the 
library won the ‘Contribution to 
the Local Community’ award.

Mick Donovan, Head of the 
University’s Institute of Sport 
and Exercise Science, says: 

“Winning this award is a 
further validation of the 
incredible success that the 
University of Worcester 
Arena has enjoyed since 
opening in 2013.

“The vision behind the facility was 
to create a fully inclusive arena of 
which Worcester could be proud; 
to break down barriers to sport 
participation and to produce an 
environment which could inspire 
students, members of the public 
and elite athletes to thrive.

“These objectives have been 
realised, and we are delighted to 
have won the Guardian University 
Award in recognition of this.”

The University of Worcester 
Arena beat competition from 
Bath Spa University and the 
University of Essex for the award, 
which was open to entries from 
universities across the country 
and aimed to find the projects 
that have ‘positively enhanced the 
student and/or staff experience 
on campus, whether through a 
new build or a redevelopment’.

Since opening two years ago, the 
University of Worcester Arena - the 
country’s first indoor sporting venue 
designed specifically to meet the 
needs of wheelchair athletes - has 
provided a hub at which University, 
community and inclusivity could 
thrive, and cemented Worcester’s 
position at the forefront of 
inclusive sport in this country.

International netball, basketball 
and wheelchair basketball fixtures, 
along with national championships 
in badminton and taekwondo, have 
been staged at the venue, which is 
also home to the Worcester Wolves.

The University of Worcester Arena is 
the training base for Great Britain’s 
wheelchair basketball teams and, 
later this year, will host the sport’s 
European Championships.
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STUDENT MIDWIFE 
HONOURED WITH 
NATIONAL AWARD

TAKING A 
MESSAGE TO 
DOWNING 
STREET
Beth Henderson, who is in the second year of her 
Midwifery degree and is also a Care Maker, attended a 
meeting in Downing Street earlier this year to promote 
a healthcare message. The only student midwife in 
the meeting, Beth was joined by Nick Seddon, Health 
and Care Advisor to the Prime Minister, and Jane 
Cummings, Chief Nursing Officer for England.

Care Makers are ambassadors for the ‘6Cs’ – care, 
compassion, competence, communication, courage 
and commitment – within healthcare, and aim 
to spread this message throughout the NHS.

Beth explains: “I have been a Care Maker for just under a 
year. The role entails promoting the 6Cs where possible, 
implementing change where needed and applying 
the principles to my learning to ensure I can use it in 
my practice whilst training and when qualified.”

A group of 14 Care Makers made the trip to 
Downing Street in mid-January, and were 
invited to share their ideas and insights into the 
programme, and how related aspects of the NHS 
could continue to develop and improve.

Beth continues: “During the meeting, we were able 
to discuss challenges that we have come up against 
and improvements that we feel could be made 
to overcome them. I think that the Government 
representatives were interested to gain an insight into 
those challenges faced by healthcare professionals 
who are just starting their journey in the NHS.”

“Wherever she goes, Beth is a fantastic 
ambassador for the University and 
the BSc Midwifery course.” 

Jenny Edwins, Senior Lecturer in Midwifery at the 
University of Worcester.

UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER STUDENT DEBBIE TAYLOR 
HAS BEATEN COMPETITION FROM ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY TO BE NAMED AS THE BRITISH JOURNAL 
OF MIDWIFERY’S STUDENT MIDWIFE OF THE YEAR.

Debbie was announced as the 
winner at the organisation’s 
twelfth annual awards 
ceremony last month.

The third-year student was 
recognised for her work with 
bereaved families; she has 
volunteered with her local Stillbirth 
and Neonatal Death (SANDS) 
group since 2011 and, along with 
other group members, has helped 
to organise and facilitate a number 
of initiatives and fundraising 
activities in recent years.

Of her award win, Debbie says: 

“It was a real shock. All of 
the award categories were 
incredibly strong, so I was 
delighted to be nominated, 
let alone to win the Student 
Midwife of the Year award.”

The British Journal of Midwifery 
Award ceremony is one of the 
most prestigious events in the 
midwifery calendar. Set up in 
2004 to honour outstanding 
achievement in midwifery practice, 
the awards run alongside the 
organisation’s annual conference.

This year, awards were given out 
in various categories including 
Midwife of the Year, Leadership 
in Midwifery, Team of the Year 
and Educator of the Year.

Toni Martin - Senior Lecturer in 
Midwifery at the University - 
nominated Debbie for her award, 
and adds: “Debbie’s success is 
extremely well deserved. The 
Midwifery team is very proud 
to have her as a student; she 
is a great ambassador for the 
course and the profession.

“She is an inspiring student midwife 
who has consistently demonstrated 
a passion for providing excellent 
care of women and their babies.

“Her compassion for women who 
have suffered the loss of their 
babies has shone throughout her 
three years as a student midwife, 
and she is an advocate for women 
in this situation. We look forward 
to working with her as a qualified 
midwife in the near future.”

In this image: The 6 Cs supported by Care Makers
Right: Debbie Taylor



Upcoming 
events

Pretty Muddy 5k Race

Saturday 30 May

Race for Life Worcester 
5k & 10k

Sunday 31 May

Hereford City Regatta

Saturday 6 June

Worcestershire Wildlife 
Trust: Rocks and 
Reserves guided walk

Saturday 6 June

Worcester 10k run

Sunday 7 June

Herefordshire Walking 
Festival

Saturday 13 June 2015 
- Sunday 21 June 2015

Race for Life 5k 
Hereford

Sunday 14 June 2015

For a full listing 
of events visit: 
www.worcester.
ac.uk/discover/
moon-mission-
key-events

BLAST OFF!
THE MOON MISSION IS LAUNCHED

Back row: Police Community Support Officer, Alun Jones, Professor David Green and Kalin Delev
Front row: Jo Comber, Alexandra Martin and Louise Jones

The challenge is on for locals to log as many miles as possible after the University 
launched the ‘Moon Mission’ health initiative at the end of March.

The University is spearheading the ‘Moon Mission’, which is aiming to encourage people of all 
ages in Herefordshire and Worcestershire to participate in physical activity; with the overall target 
being to collectively log 477,714 miles – the distance to the moon and back – by July 31.

Whether people have walked, run, cycled, swam, pushed or rowed, they can log their miles on the Moon Mission 
section of the University’s website, where contributors will also have the chance to win weekly prizes.

Louise Jones, Director of Health and Wellbeing, explains: “The Moon Mission follows up on the 
University’s successful ‘Around the World’ initiative, during which students and staff logged over 
24,902 miles - distance equal to the equatorial circumference of the Earth – in 80 days.

“That challenge saw people taking up new forms of exercise, increasing their physical activity and challenging 
their friends and colleagues, and we hope to replicate that within the wider community with the Moon Mission.

“The initiative is designed to help people to become more active, which 
in turn will boost their energy levels, reduce the risk of serious health 
conditions and improve both their physical and mental wellbeing.”

The University is working in partnership with a number of local organisations across Worcestershire 
and Herefordshire, including the County Councils, Age UK, the Sports Partnership and 
Community First in order to engage not just those who already take part in sport or exercise, 
but also members of the community who are less physically active or socially isolated.

For more information and to register and log your miles visit: www.worcester.ac.uk/discover/moon-mission
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One of Britain’s most decorated 
screenwriters visited the 
University of Worcester, to both 
answer students’ questions and 
to launch a new award in his own 
name.

Steven Knight, creator of the 
Oscar-nominated screenplay Dirty 
Pretty Things and the recent, 
acclaimed television series Peaky 
Blinders, spoke to around 80 
Screenwriting and Film students 
at the University last month.

The Midlands-born writer and 
director discussed his prolific 
career as well as answering 
questions from students.

The event also included the launch of 
the University of Worcester Steven 
Knight Award for Best Screenplay.

The inaugural award will be 
presented at November’s 
graduation ceremonies, and will 
be awarded to the Screenwriting 
graduate who writes the most 
original screenplay as part of their 
degree. The prize includes script 
feedback from Steven himself.

Steven says: 

“I am really pleased to be 
able to launch this award, 
especially in this area. I 
don’t routinely do this sort 
of thing, but in this area – 
the West Midlands – I want 
to encourage it, because 
I think that the creative 
potential here is enormous. 

“I’m very happy to be involved with 
the University and this award.”

Sarah Evans, Course Leader in 
Screenwriting, explains: “It was a 
great experience for our students 
to be able to listen to, and interact 
with Steven and we are grateful, 
proud and honoured that Steven 
has offered his support in the 
form of the new award.”

OSCAR-NOMINATED SCREENWRITER 
LAUNCHES UNIVERSITY AWARD

IN AUGUST THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER WILL 
WELCOME ROSS RENTON, CURRENTLY DEAN OF 
STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE, 
TO BE OUR NEW PRO VICE CHANCELLOR STUDENTS. 

Ross holds a first degree in Biological 
Sciences from the University 
of Strathclyde, has professional 
qualifications in learning and 
teaching and is working towards a 
PhD in Higher Education policy at 
the University of Hertfordshire.

He has been with Hertfordshire 
since 2004 during which time 
he has been deeply involved in 
promoting student services, leading 
on the University’s outreach and 
widening participation work, 
developing student representation 
and engagement and working 
in productive partnership with 
a broad range of educational, 
community and business partners. 

During this time, Hertfordshire 
has recorded many positive 
achievements with which Ross 
has been deeply involved. Most 
recently, these culminated in 
March in Hertfordshire winning:

The Guardian’s ‘Student 
Experience 2015’ award for its 
Active Students programme. 

Ross has a very deep, longstanding 
personal interest and commitment 
to student welfare, participation 
and volunteering as well as 
to graduate employment and 
community involvement. Prior to 
joining Hertfordshire he served 
as a sabbatical Students’ Union 
officer at Strathclyde, as the 
Deputy President of the National 

Union of Students in Scotland 
and as the National Treasurer of 
the National Union of Students. 
Known for his sound judgement 
combined with great energy, Ross 
is also an active member of a 
number of national organisations 
dedicated to improving education 
in general and higher education 
in particular. If you would like to 
read more about Ross please take a 
look at his linkedin profile https://
www.linkedin.com/in/rossrenton

In this image:  
Ross Renton

Below:
Steven Knight

WELCOMING OUR NEW PRO 
VICE CHANCELLOR STUDENTS



WILDFLOWER 
GARDEN SET 
TO BLOOM

A COLOURFUL ARRAY OF WILDFLOWERS 
WILL SPRING IN TO BLOOM 
THIS SUMMER THANKS TO THE 
EFFORTS OF A LOCAL CHARITY.

Young people from the Kidderminster-based 
Emily Jordan Foundation have spent time growing 
and nurturing hundreds of seedlings, which 
they have now planted at the University.

Dr Duncan Westbury, Senior Lecturer in Ecology and 
Environmental Management, who has been instrumental 
in increasing campus biodiversity, said: “We first 
created the wildflower garden in 2012 in collaboration 
with the Malvern Hills Conservators, using green hay 
from Malvern Common. Three years on, we wanted 
to further enrich the area using plants grown from 
seed collected once again from Malvern Common.

“We were delighted that the Emily Jordan Foundation 
wanted to help us by growing the seeds in their 
polytunnels and help plant the wildflowers into 
our meadow. Wildflower establishment in existing 
grassland using seed can be problematic and by 
producing pot grown plants many of the issues 
of establishment are overcome. Ultimately, this 
wildflower area will look even better and in turn 
will be even more beneficial for wildlife.”

“Areas managed for wildflowers support numerous bees, 
butterflies and other insects, but also our garden birds,” 
Dr Westbury said. “This is most definitely one of the most 
worthwhile projects I have been involved in to enhance 
biodiversity at the University of Worcester because it 
provides an extremely worthwhile project for students at 
the Emily Jordan Foundation to hone and develop skills.” 

The Emily Jordan Foundation helps individuals with 
moderate learning and physical difficulties to lead 
fulfilled lives. As well as its TWIGS gardening project, 
cultivating wildflowers, the Foundation also works with 
the University through its SPOKES project, supplying 
and maintaining push bikes for university students.

Helping 
to rebuild 
communities

A student from 
Camborne has been 
awarded a university 
scholarship to help 
her to undertake a 
volunteering trip to 
Bangladesh.

Esme Bamber, an 
Art & Design and 
Illustration student, 
will spend ten weeks 
in the Asian country 
later this year, and 
will be working as 
part of a disaster 
response team, 
helping to rebuild 
communities affected 
by things such as 
floods, landslides and 
earthquakes.

19 year-old Esme 
explains: “It’s great 
to have the support 
and financial backing 
of the University; 
it’s nice to know 
that they support 
students both in 
an educational and 
extra-curricular 
sense.”

Esme will travel to 
Bangladesh in June, 
and she believes that 
the trip will have a 
number of long-term 
benefits.

“I feel that immersing 
myself in the 
Bangladeshi culture 
and traditions, for 
such a long time, will 
help my art practices 
and form a good 
grounding for relative 
projects in my work.”

RICE AT A 
FAIR PRICE AS 
UNIVERSITY 
HELPS WITH 
FAIRTRADE 
CHALLENGE
Ninety 1kg bags of rice went on sale as part 
of Fairtrade Fortnight, back in February.

Students took part in the ‘90kg Rice 
Challenge’, an initiative led by JTS, a fair trade 
organisation. The Challenge aims to raise 
money to help children in Malawi to attend 
secondary school. If Malawian farmers can sell 
90kg of rice at a fair price, then they would 
have sufficient income to send one of their 
children to secondary school for one year.

Students at the University sold bags of rice 
throughout the fortnight and also distributed 
free recipes and hosted cooking demonstrations.

Second year Primary Initial Teacher Education 
student, Sophie Aumeer, said: “I was happy to 
help with the 90kg Rice Challenge because I 
think it is so important that all children have the 
opportunity to go to school and get an education.

“If we can help to send just one child to 
secondary school by selling enough bags 
of rice, then it will all be worthwhile.”

Rev Fiona Haworth, the University’s Chaplain, 
said: “Fairtrade is about better prices, decent 
working conditions, local sustainability, and 
fair terms of trade for farmers and workers 
in the developing world. The University is 
proud to be accredited with Fairtrade Status; 
the University and Students’ Union sells a 
wide variety of Fairtrade products across its 
cafés, canteen and shop, including clothing, 
and Fairtrade suppliers are regularly invited 
onto campus to sell their products.”
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UNIVERSITY’S ‘INNOVATIVE’ APPROACH 
TO PHYSIOTHERAPY PRAISED BY CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OF PROFESSIONAL BODY
The University of Worcester offers an ‘innovative’ 
environment in which Physiotherapy students can 
thrive, says the head of the professional body which 
represents over 50,000 physiotherapists nationwide.

Karen Middleton CBE, Chief Executive of the 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP), 
visited the University last month, to tour 
facilities and meet lecturers and students.

Worcester’s Physiotherapy course, validated by 
the CSP and the Health and Care Professions 
Council, is designed and delivered in partnership 
with physiotherapists across Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire and also offers students the 
opportunity to gain skills in leadership and business.

During her visit to the University, Ms Middleton 
was given a tour of the University of Worcester 
Arena and the Clinical Simulation Suites 
used by Health and Society students.

“Speaking to students here, the word I would use to sum 
up all they have told me is ‘innovation’,” she explained. 
“Whether it’s the way people are taught or the attitude 
and approach used; it all seems very innovative.

“The facilities are evolving. Facilities and environment 
are clearly important, but what’s even more 
important is what goes on inside the facility. From 
what I have heard from students, their reasons for 
choosing to study at Worcester rather than any 
other university were largely based on the first 
impressions they got from initial visits or Open Days.

“They liked the way people were talking to them and 
what they were talking about,” she added. “It was the 
approach taken by the educators within the course.”

Worcester is noted as one of the country’s leading 
providers of health courses such as Nursing and 
Midwifery, and is also recognised as a centre 
of excellence for inclusion and disability sport, 
something which Ms Middleton noted during her 
visit to the University of Worcester Arena.

“I was blown away by the University of Worcester 
Arena and its accessible design,” she continued. 
“I’ve always believed that if you make something 
accessible for people with physical or mental 
disabilities, you make it accessible for everyone. 

“I thought it was fantastic – a real beacon for the 
importance of physical activity and people looking 
after their own health, and I think it really symbolised 
integration between the University and the community.”

Physiotherapy 
students

UNIVERSITY’S 
NURSING PROVISION 
EARNS THIRD 
SUCCESSIVE AWARD 
NOMINATION
The University of Worcester has been named on the 
shortlist for the Student Nursing Times’ Education 
Provider of the Year (pre-registration) award.

The awards celebrate the achievements of the student 
nurses and educational establishments who are guiding 
and shaping the future of nursing, and this year received 
a record number of entries across all categories.

This is the third year in which Worcester – recognised 
as one of the country’s leading providers of nurse 
education – has been nominated in this category.

Robert Dudley, Head of Nursing, Midwifery and Paramedic 
Science at the University of Worcester, says: “The outstanding 
experience that our students receive here at Worcester 
is reflected in several influential reports, and now in this 
award nomination – our third in consecutive years.

“The University’s highly-qualified teaching team, state-of-the-
art facilities, innovative teaching methods and relationship 
with its local Trust partners all enable students to become 
outstanding practitioners, delivering safe and effective 
high quality care in a range of health care environments. 

“An essential feature of nurse education in Worcester, 
also embedded within the compassionate ethos of 
the University, is the integration of ethical reflection 
and a strong focus on values-led care which is 
at the heart of the University’s teaching.”

He adds: “The University produces highly employable 
alumni, achieving 100% employability rates for 
its Nursing graduates; our graduates are highly 
sought after locally, as well as further afield.”

The Student Nursing Times awards 
evening took place on May 7.



ABOUT DEMENTIA
• 225,000 will develop dementia this 

year, that’s one every three minutes 

• Alzheimer’s Society research shows that 
850,000 people in the UK will have a form 
of dementia by 2015. In less than ten years a 
million people will be living with dementia. 
This will soar to two million people by 2051.

• Alzheimer’s disease is the most 
common type of dementia, affecting 
62 per cent of those diagnosed.

• 1 in 6 people over the age of 80 have dementia.

• There are over 40,000 people under 
65 with dementia in the UK.

• Dementia costs the UK economy over 
£26 billion per year but only £74 million is 
annually invested in dementia research. 

• Due to significant underfunding, dementia 
research has attracted fewer researchers and 
clinicians than other disease areas in the past. 
There are six times fewer researchers currently 
working in dementia than there are in cancer.

• Alzheimer’s Society has made a significant 
commitment to boosting the dementia 
research community, pledging £100 million 
to support research over the next decade.

A new research hub looking at how 
painting, puppetry, singing and 
other arts can improve dementia 
care is coming to Nottingham 
and Worcester, thanks to an 
Alzheimer’s Society grant. 

‘The Arts and Dementia’ (TAnDem) 
doctoral training centre, split 
50-50 between the Universities 
of Nottingham and Worcester, 
will support six new PhD students 
to investigate the impact of 
creative arts activities on people 
living with dementia in residential 
homes and in the community.

Professor Justine Schneider, 
lead TAnDem researcher at 
Nottingham University said:

‘We know that activity groups 
can help people with dementia 
and their carers to stay socially 
connected and to enjoy a better 
quality of life, but there has been 
very little research done to show 
the value of creative arts activities. 

‘TAnDem will train PhD students 
to develop a strong evidence base 
for the use of arts in dementia, 
highlighting which types of 
activities bring the most benefit 
and at what stage in the dementia 
journey, helping to guide the 
development of future services.’ 

The doctoral training centre is one 
of eight new centres across the UK 
that will explore different areas of 
dementia research. Collectively 
they will support 55 new PhD 
students and clinical research 
fellows over three years, giving 
a huge boost to the numbers of 
researchers working in dementia.

Dr Doug Brown, Director of 
Research and Development at 
the Alzheimer’s Society said: 

‘There’s a huge amount of progress 
being made by the dementia 
research community but unless 

we attract and train the best 
young talent we will limit how 
quickly we can make ground 
breaking discoveries. For too 
long dementia research has been 
underfunded and as a result we 
have significantly fewer scientists 
than other conditions, with six 
times more people working 
in cancer than dementia.

‘If we’re going to defeat dementia 
we need to give the best brains 
the right opportunities and build a 
research workforce that is fit for the 
future. That’s why we’re proud to be 
announcing the largest investment 
of its kind, which will see £5 million 
committed to create the next 
generation of dementia researchers.’

Professor Dawn Brooker, lead 
TAnDem researcher at the 
University of Worcester said:

‘Many families and people working 
in care know the enjoyment and 
sense of purpose that singing, 
music, dancing and creating art 
work can bring to people at all 
stages of dementia. Through this 
new research programme, we 
aim to identify how to use these 
creative drives for the most benefit 
to people living with dementia.

‘We will investigate how 
to use creativity to help 
people feel connected 
to others and will ask 
whether particular 
arts activities are more 
effective at different 
stages of dementia. 
The answers to these 
questions will have a 
benefit to people with 
dementia and their 
families worldwide.’

There are 850,000 people living 
with dementia in the UK, including 
about 14,000 in Nottinghamshire 
and 10,000 in Worcestershire.

DEMENTIA ARTS RESEARCH HUB  
COMING TO NOTTINGHAM 
AND WORCESTER
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UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS

MANY STUDENTS 
FROM ACROSS THE 
INSTITUTES HAVE BEEN 
CELEBRATING BEING 
AWARDED UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIPS. THESE 
FINANCIAL REWARDS ARE 
AWARDED TO STUDENTS 
WHO UNDERTAKE EXTRA-
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
IN AREAS SUCH AS 
SPORT, MUSIC AND 
THE ARTS, AS WELL AS 
VOLUNTEERING PROJECTS.

SPORTING SUCCESSES

Sophie Wright, a first year 
Sports Coaching Science with 
Disability Sport student from 
Tewkesbury, currently assists in 
coaching cycling proficiency at 
after school clubs for both primary 
and secondary age children as 
part of Winchcombe Cycle Club.

“My ambition is to work as a cycle 
coach, making cycling accessible 
to everyone, which is why I 
elected to study Sports Coaching 
Science with Disability Sport.”

The University Scholarship will allow 
Sophie to continue commuting 
to various schools, and provide 
her with sufficient insurance to 
coach children, helping her collect 
more of what she regards as 
‘valuable’ coaching experience.

Caitlin Perry, who studies Sports 
Coaching and Development 
volunteers as a coach for her 
local club, Bishops Castle Cricket 
Club, where she has played 
cricket since the age of eight.

She has been awarded financial 
assistance by the University’s 
Scholarship Panel, to assist her 
with transport and equipment 
costs involved with coaching the 
club’s junior teams, and will allow 
her to continue to develop her 
hands-on experience alongside 
studying for her degree.

A student from Warrington 
has been awarded a university 
scholarship to help fund his 
participation in this summer’s World 
Dragon Boat Championships.

James Williams, who is studying 
Occupational Therapy has been 
awarded a university scholarship 
to help fund his participation in 
this summer’s World Dragon Boat 
Championships. James is part of 
the Great Britain squad which will 
compete at the Championships 
in Canada in August.

“I am very pleased to be receiving 
this funding from the University. 
Even though I compete in a minority 
sport, the University has still chosen 
to support me, which I wouldn’t have 
necessarily expected them to do.”

Amber Lawrence, a promising 
footballer from Cannock, is 
currently playing for Doncaster 
Belles in the FA Women’s Super 
League, alongside studying for 
a degree in Sports Studies. She 
has been awarded a university 
scholarship to help her continue 
her impressive career progression.

Amber, who joined the Belles 
from Burton Albion earlier this 
year, explains: “The scholarship 
will be a massive help to my 
footballing career; it will help me 
with travelling costs and allow me 
to try to push forward my career.

VOLUNTEERING OVERSEAS

Alice Underhill, Jenny 
Weldon, Ruth Earp and 
Sophie Aumeer, have all been 
awarded university scholarships 
to undertake volunteering trips 
to Africa in the coming year.

All three Primary Initial Teacher 
Education students will travel to 
Madagascar later this year, where 
they will be teaching local children 
English as part of the Access 
Madagascar Initiative (AMI).

Billie Hopkins, who studies Forensic 
Psychology, will be travelling to 
Sri Lanka in May for a five-week 
placement, during which she will be 
using her knowledge and skills to 
work on projects helping children, 
people with special educational 
needs and psychiatric patients.

Billie says that she hopes to 
develop her knowledge of varying 
cultural approaches to education 
after being awarded a university 
scholarship to teach abroad.

Emily Atkinson, who is in the 
second year of her Education 
Studies degree hopes to develop 
her knowledge of varying cultural 
approaches to education after being 
awarded a university scholarship 
to teach in Thailand in July.

Whilst in Thailand, Emily will be 
teaching at a primary school in 
the city of Khon Kaen, and she 
believes that the trip will provide 
her with invaluable experience.

INSPIRING THEIR COMMUNITY

Psychology student, Jed Barnett,  
has been awarded a scholarship to 
help him continue his voluntary 
work for local charity organisation, 
Bridge Street Buddies.

Jed, has volunteered for the 
organisation for almost four 
years, and now sits on the 
committee, helping to organise 
events and raise funds.

“I think that the University of 
Worcester not only gives financial 
support when awarding these 
scholarships, but also moral 
support and encouragement 
indirectly, just through recognising 
the efforts made by students.”

Top:  
Sophie Wright

Caitlin Perry

Billie Hopkins

Jed Barnett



 

Academic Book 
Week 9 - 16 
November 
CALL FOR 
PUBLICATIONS/
SPEAKERS/EVENTS

 

If you’re on the 
road to publishing 
work of any kind, 
and would like to 
become involved 
in ‘Academic 
Book Week’ we’d 
be delighted to 
hear from you.

Discussions 
regarding 
potential 
events for ‘Academic Book Week’ at the 
University are at an early stage and we’d 
be delighted to hear from any members 
of staff, researchers or students who may 
wish to get involved in this national event.

We’re keen to run either a single event 
or a series of events at The Hive and 
are able to provide the venue, assist 
with the coordination and publicity. 

We’re completely flexible as to what 
type of events are run, and at this 
stage would just be keen to hear from 
you if you feel that linking to this 
national event may be of benefit.

Please contact Jane Barstow j.barstow@
worc.ac.uk or Su Fagg s.fagg@worc.ac.uk 
to register your interest by 13 May.

Academic Book Week is a national 
event which has the backing of the 
Bookseller’s Association, the Publishers 
Association and is part of the Academic 
Book of the Future Project.

For more info http://academicbookfuture. 
org/acbookweek/

ORGANISERS OF TOKYO OLYMPICS 
URGED TO LEARN FROM UNIVERSITY’S 
WORK AROUND DISABILITY SPORT
The organising committee of 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games will be 
‘strongly encouraged’ to work 
alongside the University of 
Worcester as they look to build 
the profile of disability sport in 
Japan ahead of the Games.

The University of 
Worcester is internationally 
recognised as a centre of 
excellence for inclusive 
sport, and the fully 
accessible University of 
Worcester Arena has 
helped to continue the 
legacy of the London 
2012 Paralympics, 
widely considered 
the greatest ever.

In March, a group of 
Japanese academics 
visited the University to 
observe the work that 
is going on surrounding 
disability sport, and to 
lay the foundations for 
future partnership work.

Among the delegation 
was Dr Nobuko Tanaka, 
Associate Professor at Toin 
University of Yokohama 
and Counsellor to the 
CEO of the Tokyo 2020 
Organising Committee. 
Professor Tanaka, who 
is also an advisor to the 
Japanese Paralympic 
Committee, believes that 
Worcester’s example 
should be followed.

She said: “This is my 
second visit to Worcester, 
and the thing that 
strikes me most is that, 
when other people or 
institutions say ‘we 
can’t’ do something, the 
people here at Worcester 
set about finding the 
ways in which we can. 

“It’s the easy 
option to accept 
that something is 
unachievable, but 
the University of 
Worcester sets out 
to achieve what 
others may dismiss.

“I have introduced the 
University’s philosophy to 
the Tokyo 2020 organising 
committee in an attempt 
to spread that message, 
and I will be strongly 
encouraging them to work 
and study alongside the 
University of Worcester.”

Tokyo won the bid to 
stage the 2020 Games 18 
months ago, and the host 
city baton will be passed to 
the organising committee 
when Rio de Janeiro’s 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games conclude next year. 
Both the 2016 and 2020 
Paralympics will attempt to 
build on the huge triumph 
of the London Games.

Since the curtain came 
down on London 2012, the 
University of Worcester 
has helped to drive this 
legacy forward. The 
University of Worcester 
Arena has accommodated 
countless regional, national 
and international disability 

sport fixtures and events,  
whilst also helping to break 
down barriers to sport 
participation amongst all 
social groups, making the 
facility truly inclusive.

Mick Donovan, Head of 
the Institute of Sport 
and Exercise Science, 
said: “We are incredibly 
proud of what we 
have achieved at the 
University of Worcester.

“In many ways, London 
2012 was a real watershed 
moment for disability sport 
and, in the three years that 
have passed since those 
Games, we have built on 
that success, attempting to 
make sport accessible and 
enjoyable for all, whatever 
their level of ability.

He continues: “We do 
recognise that there is still 
plenty of work to be done, 
both in this country and 
abroad with regards to 
disability sport, and we are 
therefore delighted that 
Professor Tanaka and her 
colleagues are placing such 
importance on ensuring 
that Tokyo 2020 builds on 
the excellent work done 
during and since London 
2012, and that they are so 
keen to work alongside our 
experts here at Worcester.”

Image:  
Representatives from the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games Dr Nobuko Tanaka (left) 
with Professor David Green and Mick Donovan
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TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE FOR THIS SPECTACULAR EVENT THAT 
WILL BE HOSTED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER ARENA

EUROPEAN WHEELCHAIR 
BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2015

University News

The European Championships, the 
official qualifier event for the Rio 
2016 Paralympic Games, will see 
the continent’s leading wheelchair 
basketball nations battle it out 
for their places in Brazil over 10 
days between 28th August - 6th 
September – from the event, 
just five men’s teams and four 
women’s teams will qualify.

Seven nations will be competing 
within the Women’s Championship, 
including the GB Women’s Team 
who will begin their campaign in 
the single round-robin pool that 
encompasses all of the other 
teams: France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Spain and Turkey.

And the 12 nations in the Men’s 
Championship are drawn into 
two pools of six teams. Pool A 
includes the Great Britain, Poland, 
Spain, Czech Republic, France 
and Germany, whilst Pool B holds 
the Netherlands, Turkey, Israel, 
Switzerland, Sweden and Italy.

This is your chance to see the very  
best in Europe!

Three ticket types are now on sale:

Single sessions (includes 2 or 3  
games on a single day)

Follow-my-Team tickets (includes 5 
or 6 games through the Pool stages)

Groups tickets

Session and Follow-my-Team tickets 
purchased by wheelchair users 
include one free carer seat alongside.

More information about the 
championships, including details 
of venues, games schedule, 
and how to buy tickets, can 
be found on the tournament’s 
website: www.euro2015.uk

Tickets can also be purchased from 
the University Arena box office 
or by calling: 01905 544444.

Right: 
Members of the 
GB Men’s and 
Women’s Wheelchair 
Basketball Teams at 
the tournament draw 
that took place inside 
Worcester Cathedral 
earlier this year

Right: 
GB players in action



ACCOUNTANCY NETWORKING 
EVENT PROVES A SUCCESS
Professionals from the world of Accountancy, students and lecturers 
gathered at Worcester Business School to share ideas and expertise. 

The ‘Meet the Accountancy 
Professionals’ networking and 
showcase event was organised as 
part of the University of Worcester 
Future Weeks, aiming to boost the 
skills and expand the professional 
network of Worcester’s budding 
accountants and to showcase the 
new BA (Hons) Accounting degree.

Representatives of Haines Watts 
Group Services, Bishop Fleming 
Chartered Accountants, Grant 
Thornton UK LLP, Moorfields 
Corporate Recovery, Thorne 
Widgery Chartered Accountants 
and the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England and 
Wales shared experiences and 
opened up new horizons of 
opportunities to current students.

Mark Richardson, Head of 
Worcester Business School, said: 
“It is terrific to gather together 
future accountants, academic and 
experienced professionals from key 
organisations in the region, who 
are setting the trends and the best 
practices in this exciting profession. 

This event is a fantastic example 
of the successful work we do in 
expanding our business links and 
providing new work opportunities 
for our students and graduates.”    

Top image: 
The Accountancy 
Experts

Below: 
David James and 
below David’s image 
of Beijing Airport

LECTURER ACHIEVES 
PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

A SUBJECT LEADER AND 
LECTURER IN DIGITAL 
ARTS, DAVID JAMES, 
HAS BEEN AWARDED A 
PRESTIGIOUS FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE ROYAL 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY.

Election directly to this prestigious 
level of distinction, without 
proceeding through Associateship 
is very rare, and David James is 
the first education candidate in 
the UK to be elected this way.

David, Subject Leader in Digital Arts 
at the University, said: “For those 
of us who teach and research in 
vocational subjects, recognition at 
this level of our competence and 
professionalism in our practice 
is essential. It gives validity to 
our role as academics and instills 
confidence in those whom we 
have the privilege to teach.

“I feel humbled and honoured by this 
award and am looking forward to 
working with the Royal Photographic 
Society in terms of opportunities for 
partnership and initiatives that could 
be of great benefit to our students 
and also to our research activities.”

David’s photographic work mainly 
features architectural subject 
matter, often depicting abstract 
aspects of the image, though the 
main arena of his practice is in the 
creative industries. For most of his 
30 years in the media, he worked 
in broadcasting, mainly as an art 
director and designer at ITV.

The Royal Photographic Society 
is a distinguished body that dates 
from the middle of the 19th century 
in its international standing.
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University News

UNIVERSITY OF 
WORCESTER JOURNALISM 
STUDENTS ENJOYED 
A NIGHT OF SUCCESS 
AT THE INAUGURAL 
MIDLANDS MEDIA 
STUDENT AWARDS 
EARLIER THIS MONTH.

A total of eleven Worcester students 
were shortlisted across the eleven 
separate award categories as the 
Birmingham Press Club marked its 
150th anniversary by recognising 
the region’s most talented young 
journalists and broadcasters.

Worcester student Rebecca 
Green won the Entertainment 
category, while Becca Husselbee 
was ‘highly commended’ for her 
submission in the Fashion section.

Rebecca’s award-winning entry 
was a feature called ‘Life after 
Eileen’, based around an interview 
with Kev ‘Billy’ Adams, formerly 
of Dexys Midnight Runners.

Rebecca says: “I’m really pleased 
about winning the award. It was 
very unexpected, particularly 
considering the high standard of 
entries from all across the Midlands. 
I’m looking forward to taking up 
an internship as my prize and 
gaining a further insight into a 
working journalism environment.”

Becca adds: “I was so happy to be 
nominated let alone win an award. It 
was a fantastic event and has made 

me really determined to succeed 
in the press industry. It shows 
that if you work hard it can pay 
off and I hope more students take 
part in competitions like these.”

The awards attracted more 
than 110 entries from media 
students throughout the East 
and West Midlands, with the 
opportunities of placements with 
a range of the region’s media 
outlets on offer to entrants.

Some of the Midlands’ most 
recognisable broadcasters, including 
BBC Midlands Today’s Mary Rhodes 
and Central News’ Bob Warman, 
attended the ceremony, and Claire 
Wolfe, Subject Leader in Journalism 
at Worcester, was delighted to see 
the University so well represented.

“There were an impressive number 
of finalists from the University 
of Worcester,” she says. “This 
demonstrates the high calibre of 
students coming through. They 
should all feel incredibly proud of 
themselves for doing so well.”

STUDENTS ENJOY SUCCESS AT 
REGIONAL JOURNALISM AWARDS

Top image: 
Shortlisted Journalism 
students

Below: 
Award winner 
Rebecca Green



DESIGN STUDENTS HELP TO PUT STAMP 
ON CITY’S NEW BIRTH CENTRE
EXPECTANT MOTHERS IN WORCESTER WILL BE SURROUNDED BY A 
‘TRANQUIL, RELAXING’ ENVIRONMENT AS THEIR BABIES ARE BORN AT 
THE CITY’S BRAND-NEW BIRTH CENTRE, THANKS IN PART TO THE WORK 
OF GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDENTS AND STAFF FROM THE UNIVERSITY.

The Meadow Birth Centre at the 
Worcestershire Royal Hospital 
was – along with the hospital’s 
new Oncology Unit – visited by 
Her Royal Highness, the Princess 
Royal, earlier this month.

The four-room Meadow Birth Centre 
is a midwife-led unit situated close 
to the hospital’s existing delivery 
suite. It has been created to give 
mums-to-be in Worcestershire 
extra choice over where they give 
birth, and will offer a comfortable 
environment led by midwives and 
maternity support workers.

In order to help create a suitably 
relaxed atmosphere, the Divisional 
Director of Nursing and Midwifery at 
the Worcestershire Acute Hospitals 
NHS Trust turned to Helen Holmes, 
a Senior Lecturer in Graphic Design 
at the University of Worcester.

Along with a team of students, 
Helen has spent much of the 
last year working on making the 
Birth Centre as visually appealing 
and as calming as possible.

She explains: “Having chosen the 
meadow theme due to it evoking 
thoughts of tranquility and 
relaxation, we narrowed down the 
room names to a selection of wild 
flowers, considering the colours 
and semiotics associated with each 
flower. The Poppy, Violet, Cornflower 
and Daisy rooms were decided 
upon, and the next stage was to 
consider colours and an overall 
theme for the rooms, entrances, 
corridors and communal areas.

“Imagery, graphic elements and 
lighting were all vital parts of the 
environment, so inspirational 
quotations for wall graphics 
were chosen; flower shapes were 
drawn; window graphics were 
designed; colours were chosen 
for the walls and the surfaces; 
and furniture was ordered.”

Helen and her students then 
developed mood boards for each 
room and communal area, in 
consultation with the midwifery 
team, women, students, the NCT 
and hospital management.

Helen continues: “Throughout each 
stage of the process, we carried 
out research into the stages of 
labour, and any elements that may 
help and calm the process were 
considered. For example, it can help 
to concentrate and count when 
in labour, so individual leaves on 
the window and petals on the wall 
were placed in countable groups.

“I designed each flower, petal, leaf, 
butterfly and blade of grass, before 
laser cutting them in my studio. 
Then, with help from a third-year 
Graphic Design and Multimedia 
student, we spent three weeks 
in the Birth Centre, applying the 
graphics to the walls and windows.”

Among the prominent features in the 
newly-opened Centre is an 8ft high 
vinyl oak tree which, over time, will 
be adorned with individual leaves 
carrying the name and date of birth 
of every baby born at the Centre. 
New mothers will also be given a 
wooden oak leaf as a keepsake.

MIDWIFERY AND DESIGN 
STUDENTS WERE 
HEAVILY INVOLVED IN 
THE ENTIRE PROCESS, 
AND HELEN BELIEVES 
THAT THE PROJECT HAS 
PROVIDED THEM WITH 
INVALUABLE EXPERIENCE.

“The Birth Centre project was 
an ideal opportunity to involve 
students and take them through 
the research, concept, design and 
application stages,” she explains. 
“As a live project, from conception 
to opening of the Centre, this 
was a unique opportunity for the 
third-year Graphic Design and 
Multimedia students to experience 
a project from beginning to end 
with real timescales, real issues 
to solve and the opportunity 
to develop their skill base.

“The experience 
was invaluable and 
will enhance their 
portfolios - any potential 
employer could not fail 
to be impressed.”

The lead student on the project 
was Laura McEntee, who adds: 
“I have loved every minute of 
designing the midwife-led unit at the 
Worcestershire Royal Hospital. I have 
learned many new skills throughout 
this project, and have also been 
trusted to work on some aspects 
independently, which has increased 
my confidence for future projects.

“I have really enjoyed working on 
such a large scale, and having such 
an important role within the project. 
It was a privilege to have been 
invited to the royal opening with 
HRH Princess Royal; it’s been a great 
opportunity that I’ll never forget.”

Images: 
A royal opening of 
the Meadow Birth 
Centre. 

Above: 
Helen’s showcase 
oak tree in the 
background
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