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Above:  
The Hive, Britain’s first joint university and public library.

Right:
At the official opening of the library in July 2012 with 
HM The Queen and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.

Opposite clockwise from top left:
Lord Sebastian Coe and Professor David Green; Crest on 
the Edward Elgar Building; Research in the Environmental 
Test Chamber, Charles Darwin Building; the Digital 
Arts Centre; Occupational Therapy students at Ability 
House; Aerobiological Research, at the National Pollen 
and Aerobiology Research Unit; Wild Flower Planting; 
Unitots Nursery; and Social Learning Space at Riverside.  

RECORD NUMBER OF NEW STUDENTS MARK 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER. 

GROWTH AND SUCCESS
Celebrating a decade of  
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GROWTH AND SUCCESS

On the back of the University’s 
best ever results in the National 
Student Survey and topping 
the country for the most 
improved research power 
performance in the 2014 UK 
Research Excellence Framework, 
2015 has shaped up to be an 
outstanding year for Worcester, 
following a transformation 
over the last decade.

Vice Chancellor and Chief 
Executive, Professor David 
Green, who has led the 
successful development and 
growth of the University 
for the past 12 years, said: 
“Building on firm foundations, 
the University of Worcester 
has developed in very many 
positive ways since 2005. 

“It is a joy to work with 
so many talented, 
caring, responsible 
people and that so 
many of our graduates 
go on to do excellent 
work in education, 
business, health and the 
community generally. 
We enjoy marvellous 
support from the great 
majority of the people 
of Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire and are 
very grateful for all the 
practical help which has 
been and is being given.”

A decade ago, Worcester 
operated from a single site in St 
John’s. Now the University has 
a City Campus, centred in the 
beautifully refurbished buildings 
of the former Worcester Royal 
Infirmary, along with other 
striking buildings around 
the City, including The Hive, 
opened by HM The Queen 
in 2012, and the University 
of Worcester Arena, winner 
of the prestigious Guardian 
Buildings that Inspire Award. 
Through these developments, 
the University makes a huge 
contribution to the learning 
and wellbeing of the local and 
regional community as well as 
the students and staff here. 3



University News

“The single biggest change over the past decade 
has been the increased quality and range of the 
education provided at the University, together 
with the impact of the research conducted 
at Worcester,” says Professor Green. 

The University now excels in 
a wide range of subjects, from 
its roots almost 70 years ago in 
Teacher Training, to Nursing and 
Midwifery, Sport Science, Coaching 
and Psychology, the Biological 
Sciences and its world-acclaimed 
specialisation in Children’s 
Illustration, to name just a few. 

Research on how to care most effectively 
for those with dementia has earned a world-
wide reputation and had a practical impact 
around the globe, as has the University’s 
outstanding work in disability sport.

Worcester’s record high National Student Survey 
score of 87% for overall satisfaction, based on an 
all-time high response rate, makes it the 5th most 
improved university in Britain. And in the Research 
Excellence Framework 2014, the University was 
the most improved university for research, rising 
32 places. In addition to its well-known work on 
dementia and for the pollen forecast, researchers 
at Worcester have been recognised as carrying 
out world-leading work in History, Art and 
Design, Health, Education, Biological Science, 
Psychology, Sport, Geography and English. 

Financially, the University’s annual income has 
gone from £29.5m in 2005 to £82.1m in 2015. 
Throughout the long recession and period of 
austerity the University’s careful management 
made it one of the few universities not to 
have an institutional redundancy scheme.

Worcester was the first university in England to 
receive a Platinum EcoCampus award for the 
whole organisation, an environmental award 
scheme for the higher education sector, and has 
continued to excel in this area year on year.

This page, top: 
Sim Baby, Clinical 
Skills Room, Sheila 
Scott Building.

Below:
Children’s author 
Michael Rosen at the 
Beeline Festival - the 
annual University of 
Worcester Storytelling 
Festival for Children; 
Law LLP starting 
September 2016.

Opposite clockwise 
from top left:
The University of 
Worcester Arena; 
The University of 
Worcester’s Chancellor, 
HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester, at the 
opening of The Charles 
Darwin Building; 
Wheelchair Basketball 
at the Arena; Sport 
at St John’s; The Hive; 
Nursing students; 
Charles Darwin 
labs; The Motion & 
Performance Centre; 
Learning Through 
Sport; The Infirmary 
Medical Museum, City 
Campus; firstpoint; 
Physiotherapy 
students in the 
Clinical Skills Room; 
and Dame Jacqueline 
Wilson at Beeline.
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UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER 
RECEIVES BEST EVER 
STUDENT SURVEY RESULTS

“These results 
are a very positive 
reflection of the 
high calibre 
work within the 
University and I 
have much hope 
that the new 
courses we are 
developing and 
new facilities we 
are creating will 
lead to higher 
achievements 
still in the 
years ahead. 

This result will 
undoubtedly 
make us one of the 
most improved 
universities in 
England.”

Professor David Green,  
Vice Chancellor and 
Chief Executive

The University of Worcester has 
scored its best ever result in the 
National Student Survey, with 
some courses ranked as first in 
the UK for student satisfaction.

Worcester is now ranked 
62nd against 155 other 
university institutions 
and this all-time high 
response rate makes us 
the 5th most improved 
University in Britain.

It comes as the University is 
celebrating a record number of 
applications from new students.

The University’s Physical Geography 
and Environmental Science 
courses scored a 100% overall 
satisfaction rate, putting them 
at the top nationally, as did the 
University’s degree in Nutrition.

For First Degrees, Design Studies, 
which includes Illustration and 
Graphic Design & Multimedia, has 
also come out among the top in the 
Country at 4th out of 93 institutions 
in this category. The University’s 
Initial Teacher Training Programme 
comes out at 8th out of 56 
institutions, Social Work at 6th out 
of 91, and Nursing at 9th out of 72.

The response rate to the survey 
at Worcester leapt from 70% 
to 78% - so the results are also 
the most representative ever.

Professor Green puts much of the 
success down to the University’s 
investment in new facilities.

“The University of Worcester has 
long been known for high quality 
teaching but some of the physical 
facilities at the University previously 
let us down,” he said. “In recent 
years, we have made major efforts 
to modernise existing facilities 
and create new ones. This is the 
first year when the graduates 
surveyed have had the opportunity 
to use The Hive throughout their 
studies. The questions about library 
services have now produced the 
best ever result for Worcester.

“Students have also had the 
opportunity to use excellent 
new simulation facilities for 
Nursing, Paramedicine and other 
health care courses, including 
Occupational Therapy; as well as 
the University of Worcester Arena.”

OVERALL STUDENT SATISFACTION AT WORCESTER HAS RISEN TO 
87%, UP FROM 83% LAST YEAR. THE UNIVERSITY HAS PULLED AHEAD 
OF THE NATIONAL AVERAGE, WHICH THIS YEAR IS 86%.

Images: 
Top: Physical 
Geography and 
Environmental 
Science courses 
scored a 100% overall 
satisfaction rate

Bottom: Illustration 
and Graphic Design 
& Multimedia has 
come out 4th out 
of 93 institutions



“It is fantastic 
that the GB 
Wheelchair 
Basketball team 
have qualified 
for Rio. It means 
I get to be there 
with many 
of my former 
team mates to 
report on their 
progress.”

Ella Beaumont

COMMENTATING ON 
THE ROAD TO RIO

Two students, who have both represented their country, have been taken on by Channel 4’s production 
team for the 2016 Rio Paralympics.

Adam Lione, who played 
for England’s Partially 
Sighted Futsal team, and 
Ella Beaumont, who has 
represented Great Britain 
in Wheelchair Basketball, 
are among just 24 other 
young people with 
disabilities selected 
for the Rio Production 
Training Scheme.

The two University of 
Worcester students 
will spend the next 
year working at Sunset & Vine, the largest independent 
sport production company in the country who 
produced all of Channel 4’s content at London 2012. 
There will be the potential to go to Rio next year to 
be part of the Channel 4 coverage of the Games.

Adam, who has just completed his degree in  
Journalism, said: 

“I’m really proud to get a place on the 
Channel 4 scheme for Rio as I know 
places were extremely competitive. 
I’m very passionate about disability 
sport. I’m also really glad I’ve been 
able to get straight in to the industry 
and a highly prestigious company.” 

“I’m hoping that working with Sunset & Vine for 12 
months will give me a real insight in to the preparation 
that goes in to covering a worldwide event.”

Two years ago, Adam represented England’s 
Partially Sighted Futsal team at the World 
Championships in Japan and, a year later, at the 

European Championships in Italy. He was offered 
a scholarship to study at the University.

Last year, while doing work experience on the sports 
desk at the Basildon Evening Echo, Adam founded 
the University’s Futsal Society and oversaw the 
team’s success through its winning game in Varsity.

“To represent England at two international tournaments 
and be offered a dream job straight away after 
completing my degree is something I couldn’t have 
imagined when first coming to Worcester,” he said.

Ella has just completed the second year of 
her degree in Sports Coaching Science and is 
now taking a year out for this placement.

“When I applied for this scheme, I never 
dreamt I would be successful,” she said.

“This is a really amazing opportunity. I know a lot 
about sport, and know a lot of disabled athletes. 
But I don’t know much about the media side, 
so it’s going to be really exciting to learn.”

Ella started playing wheelchair basketball when she 
was around 11 years old. She represented GB at the 
very first U25 Women’s Wheelchair Basketball World 
Championships in Canada, securing a bronze medal.
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UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER SHORTLISTED FOR 
OUTSTANDING SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS AWARD
The Times Higher Education 
Awards 2015 recognise talent, 
dedication and innovation in 
higher education.

The University has been shortlisted 
for its Working in Partnership 
(WiP) scheme, which was launched 
in September 2013 and involved 
giving undergraduates on the  
Primary Initial Teacher Education 
course a prominent voice in the 
governance of their course.

Students set up three working 
parties and produced action 
plans with measurable targets 
and timelines, which included 
designing a text message system 
to alert students to timetable 
changes, instigating mid-point 
evaluations to address students’ 
desire for more on-going 
feedback, and re-timetabling 
some lectures on the same day 
to reduce students’ travel time.

As a result of the scheme, 
students now play a key part 

in applicant interviews and 
mentor applicants through the 
process. They also attend course 
management committees and play 
an active role, including chairing 
meetings on some occasions.

Rachel Barrell, Course Leader for 
Primary Initial Teacher Education, 
who has led the WiP initiative, 
said: “WiP recognises that our 
students do not see themselves 
as consumers but as active 
participants. Tutors wanted to 

move beyond consultation with 
students to achieve a collaborative 
and shared leadership model 
of course management.”

The scheme has been so successful 
it is now being rolled out to 
other parts of the University.

The winners of the 2015 Times 
Higher Education Awards will 
be announced in November.

“The WiP 
initiative has 
been acclaimed 
by everyone 
we have 
spoken to as 
revolutionising 
the student 
voice, ensuring 
better 
student/staff 
communication 
and 
relationships 
and ultimately 
impacting on 
trainee well-
being and 
achievement.”

External Examiners 
who met with 
members of WiP in 
June 2014

COLLABORATIVE NURSING PROJECT 
EARNS AWARD NOMINATION
A joint project set up by 
the University of Worcester 
and St Richard’s Hospice 
has been nominated for a 
Nursing Times award.

The initiative, ‘Helping Student 
Nurses Be the Best They Can 
Be’, provides student nurses 
across all fields of practice with 
the opportunity to undertake 
a structured palliative care 
placement with the Hospice, 
which is based in Worcester 
and enjoys a close relationship 
with the University.

Jane Nicol, Senior Lecturer at 
the University explains: “The aim 
of the project is to increase the 
knowledge, skills and confidence 
of students in relation to caring 

for people who are receiving 
palliative care, and their families.” 

Vanessa Gibson, Clinical Nurse 
Specialist Team Lead at St 
Richard’s, adds: “This project was 
a great team effort across the 
organisation with departments 
willingly contributing much  
time and effort.”

One of those students to take 
part in the initiative was Claire 
Porter, who is in the second 
year of her course. She says: 
“I found this experience to 
be interesting, informative 
and thought provoking.  

“All three days fitted so well 
with my hub placement in 
Oncology and contributed 

both to my theoretical 
knowledge of palliative care 
and my understanding of the 
holistic needs of patients and 
their families at end of life. 
I would highly recommend 
it to fellow students.”

The nomination is the latest 
to be added to an impressive 
list of achievements for the 
University’s Nursing provision; 
Worcester has featured in the 
nominations for the Student 
Nursing Times awards for each 
of the last three years, and has 
earned praise from regional 
and national health chiefs.

The winners of the 2015 
Nursing Times awards will be 
announced on November 12.
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PEOPLE ACROSS HEREFORDSHIRE AND WORCESTERSHIRE HAVE COME 
DOWN TO EARTH FROM A UNIVERSAL CHALLENGE TO GET ACTIVE.

Earlier this year, the University of 
Worcester spearheaded the Moon 
Mission, collaborating with partners 
from the business, voluntary and 
public sectors, to challenge locals to 
log a combined 477,714 miles - the 
distance to the moon and back - by 
any active means they wished, in 
order to increase fitness levels.

The mission is now complete, with 
more than half a million miles 
logged, mainly through walking 
and running but there have been 
lots of other activities too.

Since March 20 people have got 
involved in salsa, swimming, rowing, 
pushing, hopping, badminton, golf, 
rugby, football, basketball - to name 
but a few. Individuals, groups, clubs 
and companies all got involved.

Louise Jones, Director of Health and 
Wellbeing at the University, said:

 “A huge thank you to 
everyone in Herefordshire 
and Worcestershire who 
have been with us on our 
journey to the moon and 
back in 2015. What an 
amazing achievement 
for our community.

“The Moon Mission was all about 
making everyone more aware of 
the physical activity they were 
doing and to encourage people to 
become more active. Why? It is 
one of the simplest ways in which 
we can help our own health and 
wellbeing. Physical activity boosts 
our energy levels and makes us feel 
better. It can reduce stress levels, 
help you sleep better and improve 

your concentration. In addition, 
increasing your activity level can 
help you control your weight plus it 
can help prevent or manage a wide 
range of health conditions such as 
high blood pressure or diabetes.

“The wonderful thing about being 
more active is that you don’t have 
to set aside great chunks of time 
to do it, buy special equipment or 
even go to a gym. Take the stairs 
instead of the lift, park further 
away from work, go for a walk 
with friends at lunchtime rather 
than meeting in a café or get off 
the bus a stop early and walk that 
little bit further. It soon adds up.

“So well done everyone, you took 
that one small step to register 
and helped us take a giant leap 
forward in health and wellbeing.”

In this image:  
Louise Jones (front 
centre) and The 
Worcester Wolves 
contributing to 
the target
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STUDY REVEALS IPADS HAVE 
SUBSTANTIAL POTENTIAL TO 
IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR 
PEOPLE LIVING IN CARE HOMES
INTEREST IN THE USE OF 
TOUCHSCREEN TECHNOLOGY 
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 
LIFE FOR OLDER PEOPLE, AND 
IN PARTICULAR THOSE LIVING 
WITH DEMENTIA, IS GROWING.

But, according to researchers at the world-renowned 
Association for Dementia Studies at the University 
of Worcester, until now there has been a dearth of 
systematic approaches to introducing and using 
touchscreen technology in care settings, as well as 
a lack of evidence-based analysis of the benefits.

Researchers have published the findings of an 
eight-month study conducted in partnership 
with Anchor, England’s largest not-for-profit 
provider of housing and care for older people.

In the largest systematic roll-out of iPads 
in care homes in England, Anchor has 
introduced tablets to 75% of its care homes 
(currently 63 homes across the country).

Researchers have used a range of methods 
to evaluate the approach and benefits of 
the roll-out. Findings reveal that if managed 
correctly, iPads have significant potential to 
enhance the quality of life of older people and 
particularly those living with dementia.

Dr Simon Evans, Principal Research Fellow, led the 
research: “This is the first time we’ve seen iPads introduced 
within care settings in this kind of comprehensive, 
considered way and on this scale. We were delighted to 
be commissioned by Anchor to carry out this evaluation 
and to capture the learning from this approach.

“Central to our findings is that just having the 
technology present isn’t enough. The key is how 
the iPads are introduced and used and the training 
and support provided to staff to make the most 
of their potential to enhance quality of life.

“If used in the right way iPads can make a big difference 
to people living with dementia. This represents an 
innovative and significant step in understanding the role 
technology plays in improving quality of life and wellbeing.

“Our report highlights best practice for introducing 
and using touchscreen technology in care settings 
in a way that can maximise the benefits.”

The evaluation identified some of the most useful apps 
for care staff to reassure, calm, interest and engage 
residents. Games like Pictionary and music apps can be 
used to bring groups together for fun or reminiscing.

Interestingly, in 98% of cases, iPads 
are being used to create new activities 
or develop existing ones - suggesting 
they are further enriching residents’ 
lives rather than simply digitising what 
homes were already providing. The 
iPads also allowed greater interaction 
between residents, with 56% of staff 
able to involve ten or more residents 
in activities at one time. Interaction 
with relatives was also cited as a key 
benefit, with 46% of staff involving family 
members through the use of iPads.

Dr Simon Evans



Joanne Laverty, a dementia 
specialist at Anchor, said: “For us, 
it’s always about seeing the person 
before the dementia. That means 
everyone’s care is tailored to them, 
and activities and fun are central 
to that. As part of our Anchor 
Inspires model to deliver the best 
possible dementia care, we decided 
to introduce iPads across our care 
homes. Backed up with training 
and support for staff, it’s allowed 
us to explore an even greater range 
and breadth of ways for carers and 
families to connect with people 
living with dementia and ensure 
they get the most out of life.”

Anchor Inspires is an innovative 
model of care for people living 
with dementia. It provides a 
truly person-centred approach 
to understanding and enhancing 
the lives of people living with 
dementia, which includes providing 
tailored environments, high 
quality staff training and inspiring, 
meaningful activity for residents.

The care model concept is based 
on theories and research from 
around the globe as well as 
existing best practice in Anchor 
care homes. Anchor’s in-house 

dementia experts have developed 
the innovative model, which 
includes 55 indicators to assess 
outstanding dementia care.

Zahid Khan, who has overseen 
the iPads project at Anchor said: 
“iPads in care homes are a vital, 
life enhancing resource for people 
living with dementia. Tablets built 
to the right technical specification 
and used by trained carers can 
have a positive impact on the 
quality of someone’s life. Working 
with Activity Co-ordinators in 
Anchor’s care homes has enabled 
me to see some ‘magic moments’ 
first-hand, where someone can 
see their grandchild for the first 
time [over Skype] or when a former 
pianist living with arthritis can 
play again using a music app.”

Researchers identified a range of 
positive outcomes for residents 
with dementia, including increased 
interaction, greater inclusion and 
improved communication with 
relatives. Anchor’s dedicated 
Activity Co-ordinators play an 
essential role in ensuring the 
iPads are used effectively.

CASE STUDIES:
• The Activity Co-ordinator in one care home was able to 
fulfil the final wish of one resident by setting up a video 
call on the iPad. The resident got to see his daughter 
and grandchild two days before he passed away.

• Music helps one resident in terms of improving 
her mood, “especially if she’s a bit down”. 
Engagement through music is enhanced by 
the iPad by making it easier to personalise 
music choices or respond to requests.

• One resident became agitated and wanted to leave 
their care home to return to their own house. The 
Activity Co-ordinator was able to use the iPad to 
look up where the resident had lived previously and 
show them their house and surrounding area using 
Google Maps. This helped to settle the resident and 
trigger positive memories and conversations.

Anchor and the University of Worcester have published 
a guide with advice on the best ways to use iPads 
to help care for people living with dementia. This 
is available to download at anchor.org.uk/iPads
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 
(EDUCATION) OF 
WORCESTER STUDENTS’ 
UNION IS DONATING 
HIS STEM CELLS TO SAVE 
THE LIFE OF A STRANGER, 
AFTER HIS BEST FRIEND 
BEAT LEUKAEMIA.

Lewis Arnold joined the stem cell 
donor register during a charity 
ball, hosted by his friend Samrick 
Singh Bahia, a fellow student.

Samrick was diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukaemia in January 
2013, during his second year at the 
University of Worcester, where he 
is studying for a Business degree.

“Sam and I became friends during 
my first year at university,” said 
Lewis. “I joined the rugby society, 
which Sam was already a member 
of, as he was a year above me.

“When he was diagnosed it was really 
tough, but thankfully, after lots of 
treatment, he made a full recovery.”

Samrick started a charity, 
Singh4Samrick, which has raised 
thousands of pounds for Delete Blood 
Cancer and the Teenage Cancer Trust.

It was during a charity ball in October 
last year that Lewis, and many other 
friends, were swabbed and joined 
the register of donors. According 
to Delete Blood Cancer’s website, 
there is a 4% chance that a potential 
donor matches a patient within the 
next 10 years after registering.

“I guess I never really expected to be 
contacted again and to be found to 
be a match for someone, especially 
so quickly,” Lewis said. “But when I 
got the call I was 100% sure straight 
away that I wanted to go ahead with 
it. How can you turn down the chance 
to save someone’s life, for the sake of 
a week or so of discomfort for me?”

Lewis had to undergo further tests 
and will now go on to donate his 
stem cells in early September.

“Samrick has been such an 
inspiration,” said the 21-year-old. 
“What he has achieved, in beating 
the Leukaemia and establishing the 
charity, is just amazing. I just got lucky 
that my stem cells were a match 
for someone; I don’t really feel like 
I have done anything special. ”

Approximately 70% of patients 
who need a transplant do not 
have a suitable donor in the family 
and rely on the register to find an 
unrelated donor - for many that 
is their last hope of survival.

Samrick, age 22, is due to 
complete his degree after 
Christmas after having to defer 
his studies while undergoing 
treatment.

 

GRADUATE COMMISSIONED TO 
CREATE ARTWORK FOR CATHEDRAL 
WINDOW RESTORATION

Large, striking banners, designed by University of Worcester graduate 
Mark Daffin, have been hung in Worcester Cathedral to mask 
restoration work being undertaken on the East Window.

The project to restore the Great 
East Window commenced before 
Easter when the upper five lights 
were carefully removed to a studio 
at Holy Well glass for conservation. 

Mark, a printmaker, was selected 
because his style and method of 
working met the requirement for 
bold, clear images in the situation 
in which they would be viewed.

“The distinct identity of the 
imagery is a result of the linocut 
relief printing technique employed 
and it is reminiscent of the 
traditional crafts that created 
the Cathedral,” he said. “I was 
motivated to create prints in my 

style and media that sympathetically 
worked alongside the windows 
and fitted in with the stunning 
architecture of the Cathedral.” 

The Dean of Worcester 
Cathedral, The Very Revd 
Dr Peter Atkinson, said: 

“I am delighted by Mark’s 
powerful images of the 
three saints specially 
celebrated by the 
Cathedral: the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, St Oswald, 
and St Wulfstan.” 

Mark developed his craft while he 
was a student on the University 

of Worcester’s Masters degree in 
Creative Digital Media, which he 
joined after completing a BA in 
Illustration at the University. 

David James, Subject Leader in 
Digital Arts at the University, and 
Mark’s course leader on the Masters 
programme, said: “The commission 
originated from the close and 
productive collaboration that exists 
between the Cathedral and the 
University. The beautiful resulting 
images are an example of how such 
proactive and positive cooperation 
results in work of distinction 
that serves the community 
in the city and its region.” 

LEWIS’S STEM CELL DONATION

Image:  
Samrick Singh Bahia 
and Lewis Arnold

“This has been 
a great piece of 
collaboration 
between the 
Cathedral and 
the University.”

The Very Revd Dr 
Peter Atkinson,  
The Dean of 
Worcester Cathedral



Worcester Wolves scores 
sponsorship from Gtech
2015-16 BRITISH BASKETBALL SEASON BEGINS WITH A NEW SPONSOR ON BOARD

The sponsorship deal was marked 
with a cheque presentation of 
£20,000 to Worcester Wolves 
Managing Director, Mick Donovan, 
by Gtech’s CEO, Nick Grey, at the 
University of Worcester Arena. 

Last season the Wolves finished in 
3rd place in the British Basketball 
League following the double winning 
season that saw national success in 
cup finals at the Wembley and the 
Emirates Arena in the memorable 
2013/14 season. There has been 
a revolution in terms of team 
building over the past summer, 
with a complete overhaul of the 
team which will see the arrival of 
players from the United States, 
Slovakia and Spain joining some 
very promising British players.

Mick Donovan says: “In the past two 
years since moving to the University 
of Worcester Arena we have 
experienced a very exciting transition 
with a huge increase in support at 
home games, together with some 
impressive performances on the 
court. We are excited about the new 
group of players we have assembled 
and the support from a prestigious 
company like Gtech clearly shows 
that we are going places.”

Based in Spetchley, Gtech has 
enjoyed rapid growth recently due 
to the popularity of its flagship 
cordless AirRam vacuum. 

Launched in April 2012, there are 
now half a million Worcester-
designed Gtech AirRams cleaning 
British homes. This year has been 
particularly rewarding, with Gtech 
winning The Sunday Times Profit 
Track ‘Ones to Recognise’ award, 
and a Queen’s Award for Enterprise 
in Innovation. The company is now 
on target to turnover £70m in 2015.

Nick Grey says: “My wife and I 
took our two oldest children to a 
Wolves games last season and we 
loved it. The Wolves were playing 
with 8 squad players against 11 on 
the other side and still winning. 

For anyone local who 
enjoys sport but hasn’t 
been to the Worcester 
Arena yet I would highly 
recommend it, the 
atmosphere is fantastic 
and my kids can’t wait for 
the new season to start. 

“We are proud to support the 
Worcester Wolves and it’s great 
to see one of the smaller city BBL 
teams competing with the big 
city BBL franchises nationally.”

Left Image:  
Nick Grey and  
Mick Donovan

WOLVES HOME 
FIXTURES 2015-16

• 16 Oct 2015 
Worcester Wolves v 
Glasgow Rocks

• 13 Nov 2015 
Worcester Wolves v 
Cheshire Phoenix

• 22 Nov 2015 
Worcester Wolves v 
Plymouth Raiders

• 27 Nov 2015 
Worcester Wolves v  
Leeds Force

• 11 Dec 2015 
Worcester Wolves v 
Leicester Riders

• 18 Dec 2015 
Worcester Wolves v 
Surrey Scorchers

• 27 Dec 2015  
Worcester Wolves v  
London Lions

• 22 Jan 2016  
Worcester Wolves v 
Newcastle Eagles

• 12 Feb 2016 
Worcester Wolves v 
Sheffield Sharks

• 19 Feb 2016 
Worcester Wolves v 
Leicester Riders

• 18 Mar 2016 
Worcester Wolves v 
Plymouth Raiders

• 1 Apr 2016 
Worcester Wolves  v 
Manchester Giants

• 15 Apr 2016 
Worcester Wolves v 
Cheshire Phoenix
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University News

A NUTRITIONAL THERAPY STUDENT, 
STEPHANIE DANIELS, HAS BEEN 
AWARDED A £1,000 BURSARY TO 
DEVELOP HER FUTURE CAREER PLANS.

Stephanie, who commutes 
from her home in Bollington 
near Macclesfield to 
study at the University of 
Worcester, has received 
the money from Bio-Kult, 
a leading manufacturer of 
live bacteria products.

“I saw the Bio-Kult Student 
Bursary advertised and 
thought I would give it a 
go,” she said. “I didn’t really 
expect to be successful.

“I will be using the bursary on 
a mix of things to invest in my 
professional development and 
to help launch my nutritional 
therapy business. This includes 
continuing my subscriptions to 
some professional magazines 
and attending conferences 
relevant to my course.

“I will also be purchasing 
an expensive textbook, 
the Textbook of Functional 
Medicine, to help with my 
course, and a good quality 
food processor so that I can 
experiment with recipes to 
use in my future practice.”

Stephanie is studying part-
time for an MSc Nutritional 
Therapy at the University of 
Worcester, and will qualify as a 
Nutritional Therapist in 2017.

“I currently work for a 
pharmaceutical company in 
the compliance department, 
but I’ve had a life-long interest 
in natural, healthy eating,” 
she said. “I turn 50 next 
year and decided it was time 
to pursue something I was 
really interested in. When I 
found out about Nutritional 
Therapy I thought it would 

be a great opportunity to 
deepen my knowledge and 
embark on a new career. 

“I did lots of research 
but Worcester was 
the only course I 
could find at Masters 
level which really 
offered what I was 
looking for.”

Stephanie added: “It has 
been great meeting the 
other students on the course 
and the course lecturers, all 
with a similar passion. The 
assignments are really well 
designed as they provide a 
framework for you to take a 
deep dive into the literature 
so that everything you write 
is backed up by the evidence. 

“My main goal is to set 
up my own Nutritional 
Therapy practice. Alongside 
this, I’d like to partner 
with local businesses, run 
cookery demonstrations 
and write articles, and 
maybe even a book.”

NUTRITIONAL THERAPY STUDENT 
RECEIVES CASH BOOST TO CAREER

STUDENT 
ACHIEVES TOP 
GRADES AFTER 
PLACEMENT 
Applied Criminology 
student Chloe Stokes is 
celebrating top grades 
after completing her 
placement at the 
Warwickshire and West 
Mercia Community 
Rehabilitation Company 
(WWM CRC) in 
Kidderminster.

Chloe joined Stan Reeves, 
Community Payback 
Supervisor, and Jan 
Breen, Community Payback Manager, at 
the WWM CRC for almost three months 
in January as part of a work placement 
for her Applied Criminology degree.

Following Chloe’s placement and mentoring 
from staff at the WWM CRC, she ended 
the academic year by achieving a well-
deserved A- for her assignment related 
to the placement opportunity. Achieving 
this grade has now put her in good stead 
to start her second year of study.

Stan Reeves, who mentored Chloe, 
said: “Chloe immediately showed her 
maturity and clear understanding 
of the role of community payback 
supervisor by successfully motivating 
and managing the work party.”

Chloe praised both Stan and Jan for their 
help and commented: “The opportunities 
they have given me have been of benefit 
in so many ways, in my personal and 
professional life and the learning I have 
gained from the experience is evident 
in the grade I have achieved.”

Left image:  
Stephanie Daniels 
receives her cheque

Right image: 
Chloe Stokes



A MOST TRIUMPHANT TOURNAMENT
The University of Worcester Arena proved the perfect venue to host the 2015 European Wheelchair Basketball 
Championship. The week-long event at the end of August saw the best in Europe battle it out to secure a place 
at the 2016 Paralympics, with the top four men’s and women’s teams achieving automatic qualification.

Both GB Men’s and Women’s team (who use the Arena as their national training base) qualified for Rio,  
with the men winning gold and the women gaining the bronze.

“This 
tournament has 
been a massive 
motivator for 
all of us. We 
have developed 
so much as 
a team and 
that is a real 
benefit for us 
ahead of Rio.”

Sophie Carrigill, 
Captain of GB 
Women’s Team 
and University of 
Worcester student

“It’s absolutely 
fantastic to win 
the European 
Championships 
in such style.”

“It’s been 
a brilliant 
tournament and 
a big thanks 
must go out to 
the event staff, 
volunteers, 
officials and all 
the supporters 
who have come 
along and really 
got behind 
the team!” 

GB Men’s Head 
Coach, Haj Bhania 
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