
EVENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES 2016

FREE ADMISSION

HERITAGE OPEN DAY GUIDED TOURS
10 September 
Tours take place at 11am, 1pm and 2pm
Take a walk around the old Worcester Royal 
Infirmary original building. An experienced 
guide will take you round for a 40 minute 
tour and visit key rooms and learn more 
about Worcester’s significance in the 
history of medicine. 

INFINITE POSSIBILITY? - SCIENCE AND 
MEDICINE IN THE POST-GENOMIC AGE
20 October, 7-8pm
Talk by Dr Mike Wheeler, Institute of Science 
& the Environment, University of Worcester
What impact has been seen in medicine since 
2001 when 90% of the human genome was sequenced? 
From the “blunderbuss” approach of early medicine to the 
possibilities of personalised medicine this talk will share the 
current state of science and medicine using comparisons to 
previous advances of medicine and consider the ethics. 

HOSPITALS AT HALLOWEEN
29 October, 10am-2pm
Experience the gory side of hospital 
work with family activities about deadly 
disease and have your own disease 
created on your face. Investigate the 
ghost stories of the building and create 
your own method of making haunting sounds. 

HOSPITALS AT HALLOWEEN: GUIDED TOURS
29 October
Tours take place at 11am and 1pm
Take a walk around the old Worcester Royal Infirmary 
original building. An experienced guide will take you round 
for a 40 minute tour and visit key rooms and learn more 
about Worcester’s significance in the history of medicine. 

A range of volunteering opportunities exist.  
Please email: InfirmaryMuseum@worc.ac.uk or  
tel: 01905 542373 for further details.
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OPEN
9am-5pm Monday - Friday 
10am-4pm Saturday

HOW TO FIND US 

THE INFIRMARY   
The Infirmary                                                                                                                      
University of Worcester                                                                                                         
City Campus                                                                                                                              
Infirmary Walk                                                                                                                            
Castle Street                                                                                                                        
Worcester WRI 3AS
tel: 01905 542373
email: 
InfirmaryMuseum@worc.ac.uk
www.worcester.ac.uk/your-home/the-infirmary 
Facebook: TheInfirmaryWorcester
Twitter: @InfirmaryWorc

It is a short walk from Worcester Foregate Street train 
station. Nearest bus stop is Crowngate  Bus Station. 
Nearest car parks can be found on Croft Road and 
Pitchcroft Racecourse (Severn Terrace). Parking available 
on site for Blue Badge holders and the exhibition is 
accessible to most wheelchair users. Please call 01905 
542373 if you would like further information. 

GEORGE MARSHALL 
MEDICAL MUSEUM 
George Marshall 
Medical Museum
Charles Hastings 
Education Centre                                                                                 
Charles Hastings Way                                                                                                         
Worcestershire 
Royal Hospital                                                                                                
Worcester WR5 1DD
tel: 01905 760738 
www.medicalmuseum.org.uk

Charles 
Hastings

Education Centre

CHEC

An interactive museum at the University of 
Worcester’s City Campus combining science, art 
and technology to explore the medical stories of 
one of England’s oldest Infirmaries.

WE ARE HERE



The Infirmary exhibition tells the 
story of the people, technological 
and medical advances at the old 
Worcester Royal Infirmary. It 
operated for over 230 years and was 
one of England’s earliest provincial 
hospitals. 
The Infirmary Museum exists to 
positively change the lives of visitors to the 
former Worcester Royal Infirmary through telling the 
history of health and medicine there using; the building, 
objects and oral histories. The exhibition and related 
events ask individuals to consider their own health and 
wellbeing against their existing knowledge.
Admission is free. Activities requiring booking in advance 
are specified. 
Family activities and guided tours are suitable for children 
over six years old. Tours last about 40 minutes and are 
also free with donations welcome.

MATTERS OF THE BRAIN
16 February, 10am-2pm
What physically happens when we fall 
in love? Why would your heart beat 
faster? Where in the body does the 
reaction actually happen?

GUIDED TOURS AT LOVE WORCESTER
16 February,11.30am and 1.30pm
Take a walk around the old Worcester Royal Infirmary original 
building. An experienced guide will take you round for a 
40 minute tour and visit key rooms and learn more about 
Worcester’s significance in the history of medicine. 

READING AND RECUPERATION AT THE INFIRMARY
A book group with a difference: revisit 
classic works through our knowledge 
of 21st century medicine and also 
history of medicine. Spot instruments 
in the gallery which may have played 
a part in the books. Take a seat in the 
gallery or online after hours and join 
the conversation. Books can be reserved 
at The Hive, see museum website and 
Facebook for more on the discussions.

FRANKENSTEIN
23 March, 7-8pm
Read the classic Frankenstein by Mary Shelley through the 
eyes of medical history. What knowledge did she have of the 
human body? Which stories from her day might have inspired 
her macabre creation? What do you know about transplants 
and prosthetics that she didn’t?

THE STRANGE CASE OF DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE
22 June, 7-8pm
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by R L Stevenson 
is well known with recent adaptations. What would a doctor 
have known about medicines and chemicals? How much can 
we know about mental health issues of the day?

THE BELL JAR
24 August, 7-8pm
A discussion on Sylvia Plath’s The Bell Jar which documents 
a character’s journey into insanity. What do you think about 
the depiction of the character’s mental state? How does that 
differ from case notes we have from Powick Hospital dating 
back to Victorian period?

FIRST SATURDAY SUMMER TOURS
4 June, 2 July and 6 August
Tours take place at 11am, 12pm 
and 1pm
Take a walk around the old 
Worcester Royal Infirmary original 
building. An experienced guide will 
take you round for a 40 minute 
tour and visit key rooms and learn more about Worcester’s 
significance in the history of medicine. 

NATURAL BORN KILLERS:  
THE IMMUNE CELL VS CANCER
23 June, 7-8pm
Talk by Dr Steven Coles, Institute of 
Science & the Environment, University of Worcester
Cancer is a very challenging disease, with over 300,000 new 
cases diagnosed in the UK each year. Natural Killer cells are a 
special type of immune cell with cancer killing capability. This 
talk explores the way in which cancer evolves to resist Natural 
Killer cell killing and how biomedical research at the University 
of Worcester aims to address this issue.

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS
7 July, 7-9pm  
at The George Marshall Medical Museum
Annual evening of talks on the fascinating 
topic of mental health through the 
ages. Refreshments provided, booking 
recommended; telephone 01905 760738 or 
email: RSVPlecture@gmail.com to reserve your 
space.

DIAGNOSING THE NAZIS
21 July, 7-8pm
Talk by Dr Wendy Toon,  
Institute of Humanities & Creative Arts, 
University of Worcester
During World War II in response to the “disease” of Nazism, 
American experts became the Doctors and the German 
people and nation the patients but how were the Nazis 
diagnosed?

SUMMER HOLIDAY: SCIENCE IN 
MOVIES, TV AND BOOKS 
25 July, 10am-2pm
26 July, 10am-2pm
27 July, 10am-2pm
28 July, 10am-2pm
How do books, films and TV influence medicine or does 
medicine impact on plots? Hands on activities and 
experiments showing changes in medicine  and you have 
the chance to share what you think the next 100 years of 
medicine will look like. Will devices like Star Trek’s Tricorder 
exist? Will operations still be done by cutting the skin?
Suitable for family groups and children
 

HERITAGE OPEN DAY
10 September, 11am-3pm
A rare opportunity to visit former 
nurses’ home Mulberry House. 
There will be guided tours to share 
the history of nursing past and 
present and a chance to get hands on with mystery objects 
and explore the exhibition. 


