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This page:  
Law courts and jury 
rooms at the new 
School of Law

Opposite page:
l-r: Bill Davies, 
Professor Sarah Greer,  
Sir Andrew McFarlane 
and Professor 
David Green

THE 38 STUDENTS ON THE INAUGURAL LLB LAW COURSE, ARE THE FIRST 
COHORT TO STUDY IN THE IMPRESSIVE NEW SCHOOL OF LAW

UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER’S NEW
SCHOOL OF LAW OPENS

The University LLB Qualifying Law Degree course is in its inaugural year.  

Pride of place in the excellent facilities enjoyed by the 38 students on the course is the purpose-built, fully 
accessible mock courtroom or ‘moot room’, with benches for judges, barristers, defendants, witnesses and 
public including members of the press, plus a separate jury room to simulate the real court experience.  
Students also benefit from outstanding teaching delivered by the University’s new Law Faculty in the excellent 
seminar rooms and lecture rooms which have been created in the fully refurbished Jenny Lind Building.

Professor David Green, the University’s Vice Chancellor and Chief Executive, said: “With the help of 
leading members of the law profession in Worcester and outstanding leadership from the University’s 
Professor of Law and Deputy Vice Chancellor Sarah Greer and Bill Davies, the Head of the School, 
colleagues have created a truly first class qualifying law degree course here in Worcester.  
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“We are delighted that 38 
students were successful 
in applying for a place 
in the first year and that 
applications for next 
year are already nearly 
double. Law students in 
partnership with qualified 
professionals will soon 
be launching an advice 
centre based at The Hive, 
which will I am sure be 
a great benefit to many 
citizens in the months 
and years ahead.” 

The School of Law was officially 
opened on 26 January by Sir 
Andrew McFarlane, Lord Justice 
of Appeal, and one of the most 
senior judges in England.  

Bill Davies, Head of the University 
of Worcester School of Law, said:  
“It is an honour to have a lawyer of 
such high standing in the profession 
coming to open the University 
of Worcester School of Law. 

“We are very excited to have 
the opportunity to show public 
representatives and members 
of the legal profession the new 
facilities which have been created, 
which we believe recreate as 

closely as possible the experience 
of working in a live courtroom. 
Together with our high quality 
and excellent practical experience 
this will help make our students 
very well prepared when they are 
confronted with major cases and 
legal issues in their future careers.

“Applications to study Law at the 
University from next September 
have increased significantly 
and there is the potential for 
a great deal of public benefit 
from this development.”

The Law suite has been developed 
in the University’s Jenny Lind 
building, in the heart of the City, 
close to the Law Courts and just 100 
metres from The Hive. The new LLB 
course, which has been officially 
accepted as a qualifying law 
degree, has a specific emphasis on 
employability, using a combination 
of skills-based training within 
the curriculum and opportunities 
for work-based experience.

Students have the chance to 
study a variety of aspects of law, 
such as Disability Law, Human 
Rights Law, Employment Law, 
Company Law, Family Law and 
Media Law. From September 

2017, students will also be able to 
study Law with Criminology and 
law with Forensic Psychology.

The new LLB Law degree at the 
University of Worcester is a 
Qualifying Law degree, accredited 
by the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority and the Bar Standards 
Board and covers all the foundation 
subjects required to pass the 
‘Academic Stage’ – the first step in 
qualifying as a barrister or a solicitor.

In keeping with the University of 
Worcester’s ethos of serving the 
region’s community, the School 
of Law will open a Legal Advice 
Centre in January 2017.  With the 
assistance of local practitioners 
and qualified academic staff who 
will supervise law students, it will 
offer much needed free legal advice 
initially in employment law, and 
eventually in family and child law.
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SHARE YOUR MEMORIES 
OF 70 YEARS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN WORCESTER
The University of Worcester is 
launching an exciting project 
documenting its 70 year history 
through the voices of its alumni, staff 
and the local community.

The project, entitled  

“The Worcester Spirit: 
Stories from the campus”, 
will weave the memories of all those 
whose lives have been touched by 
the University since its founding 
in 1946 in to a richly textured 
chronicle spanning eight decades.

Professor Sarah Greer, Deputy Vice 
Chancellor, said: “The aim is to 
celebrate and document 70 years 
of the University of Worcester as 
an educational institution. We are 
hoping to speak to former and 
current students, members of staff 
and local residents who are willing 
to share their stories and memories, 
as well as any photographs or 
memorabilia they may have that tells 
a tale about their time at Worcester.”

The project provides an opportunity 
for members of the community to 
record, preserve, and share their 
stories of the University. “We are 
really keen to speak to anyone 
whose life has crossed paths with 
the University over the years,” 
said Luke Fletcher, who is part of 
the project team and himself is a 
former student of the University.

“We’ve already heard so many 
wonderful stories, from the tales 
of the daily brew groups, to a 
legendary milk fight in the Hines 
Building, and people’s memories 
of crowding around tiny black and 
white televisions to watch Top of 
the Pops in the early 1960s. Some 
people have even spoken about 
having goats and chickens to look 
after on campus as part of their 
course. As a recent graduate of 
the University myself, it’s funny to 
imagine goats on campus,” he adds.

The project team will be conducting 
interviews and recording the 
conversations to create an archive. 
The material will be available to 
the public, online, and presented 
in displays across the University.

If you would like to know more about 
the Worcester Spirit oral history 
project, or contribute your story to 
the conversation, please contact 
Luke Fletcher at the University of 
Worcester on 01905 542273, or via 
alumni@worc.ac.uk. Alternatively 
you can find out more and see 
regular updates on the University of 
Worcester Alumni Facebook page.
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“Writing is like 
a potter at their 
wheel - throwing 
the clay is just 
the start, you 
then have to have 
the skill and 
dexterity to turn 
a beautiful pot.”

Caroline Sanderson

“It’s wonderful 
to think that 
someone you have 
worked with is 
going to go on 
and make a real 
contribution to 
society as a result 
of success in 
their studies.”

Sue Fletcher

STUDENTS GET WRITING 
ASSISTANCE FROM 
DISTINGUISHED AUTHORS
Two distinguished authors have joined the University of Worcester as writers in residence to help support students 
with their writing skills.

Sue Fletcher and Caroline Sanderson are both 
celebrated authors in their own right. Sue has to 
date published six novels, and her debut, Eve Green, 
won the Whitbread prize – now the Costa prize – in 
2004. Caroline is a freelance writer of non-fiction, 
and an editor for The Bookseller. She has published 
five books, including 2012’s Someone Like Adele 
– a biography of the eponymous songstress.

They have been appointed to the University under the 
Royal Literary Fund’s Fellowship scheme, and will focus 
on helping students with a range of writing skills.

“If you are a student who fears writing assignments, it 
can be really intimidating,” Caroline said. “To support 
that student so that they can successfully complete 
their course is a real privilege, especially if it helps 
them go on and make a real difference in the world 
as an excellent teacher or a compassionate nurse.”

“I always say to them, you know plenty about 
your subject, it’s just a case of having confidence 
in your knowledge and then getting that down 
on paper effectively,” Caroline added. “A lot of 
people think the hard part when writing is actually 
getting the words down, but I think it’s more about 
how you work your text once you have it.

Sue said she was finding her role as a writer in residence 
to be more of a two way street than she had imagined. 
“Often I’m working with a student, and there’s a light 
bulb moment for both of us, which is lovely,” she said. 

“I feel very lucky to have this role. To be 
able to help, to give someone confidence 
in their writing when maybe it wasn’t 
there before, that is a real privilege. If a 
student can get the hang of completing 
their assignments, it frees them up 
to realise their full potential.” 

The Royal Literary Fund Fellowship scheme places 
professional writers in higher education institutions 
as an independent resource to support students who 
wish to develop their written communication skills. 
The principal aim of the Fellow’s work is to foster 
good writing practice across disciplines and media.

Professor Jean Webb, who has been the Project Manager 
for the RLF Fellows at Worcester for more than a 
decade, said: “Normally only one Fellow is allocated 
to a University, however, Worcester has had two 
working with us consecutively for a number of years, 
because the RLF recognises and values the Worcester 
approach which places student learning and experience 
at the centre of university life. In addition most of 
the Fellows are placed in London, which makes the 
support from the RLF particularly special. The Fellows 
add a great deal to the learning opportunities and 
are very talented and great people to work with.” 

  NEWS
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GRADUATION
CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2016

This page:  
Students celebrate 
their achievements 
and honorary 
degrees are awarded.
1: Professor Sarah 
Greer, Richard Soper 
CBE and Ross Renton
2: Adult Nursing 
graduate, Shalanda 
Hackett
3: Ian Smith, Trustee 
of the Clothiers’ 
Company Charitable 
Foundation presents 
Rowena Simmons 
with her award
4: Primary Initial 
Teacher Education 
graduates: Caroline 
Hutchins, Laura 
Floyd, Holly Farthing 
and Jenny Weldon
5. PGCE PE graduates: 
Mike Herbert, Ally 
Broome, Nick Levack 
and Sam Nunn
6. Lord Chris Holmes 
and Professor 
David Green

Opposite page
Mo Tariq collects the 
Vice Chancellor’s 
Medal

  GRADUATION



INSPIRATIONAL 
STUDENT RECEIVES VICE 
CHANCELLOR’S MEDAL
A STUDENT WHO RETURNED TO UNIVERSITY, 
JUST MONTHS AFTER AN HORRIFIC CAR ACCIDENT 
LEFT HIM WITH LIFE-CHANGING INJURIES, TO 
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE HIS DEGREE, HAS 
BEEN RECOGNISED WITH A RARE AWARD.

Mo Tariq was awarded the 
University of Worcester 
Vice Chancellor’s Medal 
in recognition of his 
inspiring determination 
and courage.

Mo, from Perry Barr, 
Birmingham, was left 
blind following the 
crash in April 2015, 
during the second 
year of his studies at the University. He also suffered multiple 
broken bones, collapsed lungs and was in a coma with 
doctors initially saying he had only 24 hours to live.

But he made an amazing recovery, beating doctors’ later prediction he 
would be hospitalised for six months, by being discharged after nine 
weeks and returning for the final year of his degree that September. 
Incredibly, he managed to adapt to his loss of sight, catch up with 
his studies, and graduated with a degree in Physical Education and 
Sports Studies, on time with all of his friends, in November 2016. 
Mo has since returned to the University and is now studying for a 
Master’s in Education (Special Inclusive Education pathway).

The Vice Chancellor’s Medal is only awarded in exceptional circumstances 
when a student has shown incredible courage in the face of adversity.

“It is an amazing feeling to receive this medal,” said 23-year-old Mo. “I 
was not expecting it at all. It was thanks to all the support I received 
from my family, friends and the University that I managed to get through 
the rest of my degree and look to the future. This is a true honour.”

Conferring the medal on Mo, Professor Sarah Greer, Deputy Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Worcester, said: “We are all incredibly 
proud of Mo and his amazing resilience. His determination to complete 
his degree and use his experience to help others is truly inspiring and 
humbling for us all. He is such a worthy recipient of this award.”

Mo said he was hoping to pursue a career as a 
disability support officer in the future.

MORE THAN 3,700 
STUDENTS GRADUATED 
FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF WORCESTER LAST 
NOVEMBER DURING A 
WEEK OF CELEBRATIONS.

Graduates and their families filled Worcester 
Cathedral over nine separate ceremonies, held 
between 1-4 November 2016.

Post-ceremony receptions were held at the 
University of Worcester Arena, as well as the 
Graduation Dinner, at which the achievements 
of a number of students were recognised.

A number of honorary degrees were 
awarded – given to individuals who have 
distinguished themselves in their chosen 
field – during the ceremonies.

Among the recipients included poet Patience 
Agbabi, playwright David Edgar, Paralympian 
Lord Chris Holmes, and former CEO of Bosch 
Thermotechnology Ltd, Richard Soper CBE.

University Vice Chancellor and Chief Executive, 
Professor David Green, said: “The beauty and 
grandeur of Worcester Cathedral provides a 
magnificent, most fitting setting in which to 
congratulate our graduates and to thank the 
parents, family, friends and supporters who 
have contributed so much to their success.

“Throughout the week, we celebrated the 
achievements of our graduates who now 
move to be the next generation of scientists, 
nurses, teachers, midwives, early years, health 
care and education professionals and more. 
Our graduates, in subjects such as business, 
psychology, computing, sports science and 
coaching, are well-equipped to progress in 
the fast-paced world of today’s professional 
workplace, while our many actors, artists, 
authors and designers are already helping to 
produce the dynamic, creative culture which is 
such an important feature of a civilised society.

“Our graduates of 2016 join an illustrious 
community of over 100,000 Worcester 
graduates who have made and are making an 
immense contribution to British society.”
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INTERNATIONAL  
IMAGES FOR SCIENCE

8 February - 22 March 2017, The Hive, Worcester

An exhibition of the world’s best scientific photography with beautiful 
and striking images of interest to all.

The exhibition is in the Atrium at The Hive and is free for all.
For full details: www.thehiveworcester.org/arts-exhibitions and 

www.worcester.ac.uk/discover/achievements-upcoming-events

Sclerotinia sclerotium Sporulation  
by Graham Shephard



RPS Images: 
(1) Penguin Skull - 
David Bryson
(2) Bursting a Balloon 

- Charlotte Wojcik
(3) Liquid Lace - 
Phred Petersen
(4) M31 Andromeda 
Galaxy - Jacob Bers

Exhibition images:
top-bottom
>Fragments<
Michael Hallett 
2005 Blackpool

Science of Beauty 
talk, part of  A 
Nostalgia for Beauty 
by David James

Veiled Technician, 
part of the Time 
contained exhibition 
by Tania March

4
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 THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC  
 SOCIETY EXHIBITION

AN EXHIBITION OF THE WORLD’S BEST SCIENTIFIC PHOTOGRAPHY 
IS COMING TO THE HIVE FROM 8 FEBRUARY - 22 MARCH. 

Science has always been an important interest of the Royal 
Photographic Society in terms of showing the beauty of science 
through art and in supporting science, medicine and engineering 
through the application of new imaging techniques.

Exhibitions at The Hive are free and open to all and will include:

• RPS exhibition: An international exhibition with beautiful and 
striking images. The Hive, Worcester (8 February - 22 March)

• >Fragments< by Michael Hallett on the 
lower ground floor (10 - 19 March)

• A Nostalgia for Beauty by David James: on 
the lower ground floor (10 - 19 March)

• Time contained: Exhibition at Worcester 
Cathedral (11 - 30 March)

For full details: www.thehiveworcester.org/arts-exhibitions and  
www.worcester.ac.uk/discover/achievements-upcoming-events
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UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ DESIGNS 
TO BE USED IN THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES CHILDREN’S BOOK
GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER 
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN A MAJOR PROJECT WITH THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES TO DEVELOP A NEW ONLINE CHILDREN’S BOOK.

Students were commissioned to 
come up with ideas for a project 
looking at notable figures in British 
history, including Elizabeth I, 
NHS founder Aneurin Bevin, code 
breaker Alan Turing, nurse Florence 
Nightingale and Allied Second World 
War secret agent Noor Inayat Khan.

Their work will be used in an e-book, 
downloadable from The National 
Archives’ website for distribution 
to classrooms nationwide.

As part of their research, the 
students, all studying on the 
Children’s Book Design module, 
visited The National Archives 
at Kew where they were able 
to handle unique and priceless 
artefacts and documents linked 
to the historic figures.

Student Charlotte Halliday, 20, 
said: “It was a bit daunting to 
begin with but the people from 
the Archives were very friendly. I 
don’t think it would have been the 
same if we had not gone to the 
Archives. It put it into perspective.”

Genevieve Oheneampong, 19, 
added: “I’ve never worked on 
a real life project before so it 
was good experience. I found 
it interesting because I got to 
experiment with other materials 
and it was a lot of fun thinking 
how children would act and 
what they would respond to.”

Lauren Willmott, e-training 
manager, and Katie Fox, a Modern 
Domestic Records Specialist, 
both from The National Archives,  
visited the University to see the 
final concepts from the students.

“It’s not often we get graphic 
designers in to use The National 
Archives’ wonderful documents 
and bring them to life in such 
a way, but it’s something we 
hope to see more of in the 
future,” said Miss Willmott.

Miss Fox added: 

“It’s been a pleasure to 
work with the University 
of Worcester in creating a 
resource that will not only 
be a brilliant addition to 
the education resources 
on our website, but one 
that will inspire a new 
generation of young 
historians. The students’ 
work is absolutely 
fantastic.  There is a real 
range of activities and 
some amazing designs.”

The collaboration stemmed from 
a First World War e-Cookbook 
designed by the University’s 
Children’s Book Design students, 
which was used at a family event 
at The National Archives last year. 

Senior Lecturer in Graphic Design, 
Andy Stevenson, who initiated 
and developed the live brief with 
the Archives, said: “This has been 
an invaluable experience for our 
students to get to work with 
live briefs and real clients and 
particularly with such a prestigious 
national organisation. It’s fantastic 
that our students’ Children’s Book 
Design outputs could soon be 
entertaining and helping to educate 
schoolchildren all over the country.”

“The concept of 
preserving history, 
collating full archives, 
making them as usable 
as possible so the 
public have access to 
them, I really feel that 
it allows the public an 
ability to engage with 
their own history.” 

Sarah Harrison
British Journalist

“Some archives and 
record offices are 
housed in your local 
museum or library; 
others have their own 
stand-alone building. 
Wherever they are, they 
are a treasure trove.”

Kate Williams
British Historian
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CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY 
CELEBRATE NEW GRADUATES

FIRST 
SCHOOL IN 
HEREFORDSHIRE 
JOINS 
CHILDREN’S 
UNIVERSITY

Eardisley CE Primary 
School is the first in 
Herefordshire to become 
part of Worcestershire 
Children’s University, 
which means it is now 
an internationally 
recognised centre 
of learning.

Headteacher, Mrs 
Bridget Knight, said: 

“The ethos and 
aspirations 
of Children’s 
University sit 
absolutely with 
our own school 
ethos of high 
aspirations 
and we are 
very pleased 
to be offering 
validated out of 
hours learning 
for the pupils 
in our care.”

Annabel Collins added: 
“We are delighted to 
welcome Eardisley 
CE Primary School to 
our family of schools 
participating in the 
Children’s University. 
The purpose of 
Children’s University 
is to introduce higher 
education at an early 
age and spark a passion 
for learning, exploration 
and discovery.”

 
Children from schools across Worcestershire took part in a special graduation ceremony at 
the University of Worcester as they earned Gold, Silver and Bronze awards from Children’s 
University. 

Children’s University encourages 
learning outside of the classroom with 
a host of extra-curricular activities 
both in schools and at home.

Children are issued with a Learning 
Passport, which they can get 
stamped for each activity they 
complete, which also includes 
visits to a wide variety of Learning 
Destinations across the Country.

Worcestershire Children’s University, 
which operates from the University 
of Worcester, is part of the Central 
Children’s University Trust.

Annabel Collins, Worcestershire 
Children’s University Manager, said: 

“This year we have had 
a record 115 children, 
from schools across the 
County, complete Bronze, 
Silver and Gold awards 
and we were delighted 
to reward them with 
a special graduation 
ceremony in January.”

“The children really enjoyed wearing 
their caps and gowns and taking 
the chance to celebrate their 
amazing achievements in front of 
parents, teachers and members of 
the University of Worcester and 
Children’s University community.”

Awards are given at set numbers of 
hours achieved of extra-curricular 
learning, starting with a Bronze Award 
presented at 30 hours through to 
the top award of Gold Fellowship, 
conferred after achieving 1,000 hours.

The awards were presented by 
Helen O’Donnell, Chief Executive of 
National Children’s University, who 
made the trip to Worcester especially.

Carolyn Lloyd, Central Children’s 
University Strategic Manager, said: 
“The number of children now involved 
from the increasing number of First 
and Middle schools across the county 
demonstrates the efforts of the 
team at Worcestershire Children’s 
University. The ongoing support 
from the University of Worcester is 

highly valued and the partnership 
will ensure more local children fulfil 
their potential. We look forward 
to seeing even more children and 
young people having access to 
extra-curricular learning in 2017.”

Schools interested in getting involved 
in Children’s University can contact 
Annabel Collins at cu@worc.ac.uk
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SEVERN STARS GEARS 
UP FOR FIRST MATCH IN 
FRONT OF HOME CROWD
Excitement is building as Worcester’s new professional netball team, the Severn Stars, gears up to welcome fans 
for its first home match.

The team is hoping for a sell-
out crowd to cheer them to 
victory at the 2,000-seater 
University of Worcester Arena 
on Friday, March 3rd.

It is also hoping to inspire a 
new generation of netball 
fans who could one day play 
for the side themselves.

The Severn Stars will face Cardiff-
based Welsh team the Celtic 
Dragons for the first game at home.

Severn Stars Head Coach Mo’onia 
Gerrard said: “Home support 
can be like an extra player 
on court, giving the players a 
lift at a crucial moment.

“Having our first two matches 
away from home, the players and 
myself are looking forward even 
more to that special atmosphere 
we are sure fans will create 
when the team steps on court 
at the Arena for the first time.

“And, of course, we are 
determined to seal an 
all-important win.”

Mick Donovan, Deputy Pro Vice 
Chancellor (Inclusive Sport & 
Educational Development) at 
the University of Worcester, said: 
“We are really excited to welcome 
netball fans from across the region 
to the first Severn Stars game and 
hope it will become a fortress 
of success for the team and be 
the catalyst for a great season.  

“So many people have worked 
extremely hard, both on and off 
the court to help to enable us to 
reach this stage and we really hope 
that Stars games at the Arena 
bring a great buzz to the city.”

The Severn Stars is a joint 
partnership between the University 
of Worcester and University of 
Gloucestershire. The Club will 
initially play its home matches at 
the University of Worcester Arena.

The match starts at 7.30pm and 
tickets are available at http://www.
severnstars.co.uk/fixturestickets/

Season tickets are available at 
the University of Worcester 
Arena or at the fitness suite 
at the Oxtalls Campus at 
Gloucestershire University.

“I hope that 
both fans and 
newcomers to 
the sport will 
come out in 
force to support 
a brand new 
team and that 
the team can 
inspire young 
netball players 
watching, 
further lifting 
the profile of 
the game in 
the region.”

Mo’onia Gerrard

Severn Stars Head 
Coach

  NEWS

LOCAL COMMUNITY ENCOURAGED 
TO JOIN NEW FITNESS CLASSES
Weekly fitness classes for men 
and women over the age of 60, 
run at the University of Worcester 
Arena, Riverside and McClelland 
Centres, form just one of a 
number of community outreach 
schemes at the University.

Sessions offer strength and 
conditioning and aerobic exercises, 
supervised by university staff and 
students. The Friday morning men’s 
fitness sessions attract more than 
30 participants each week, offering 
a circuit of different activities 
including cycling, step ups and free 
weight exercises. Around 40 ladies 
attend a Wednesday morning class.

Once physical activity levels 
improve, participants are also 
encouraged to engage in a 
range of adapted sports.

University strength and conditioning 
coach Marc Scriven said: “We are 
hoping to get more people involved 
and increase awareness of these 
physical activity sessions, which 
have already resulted in significant 
health gains for many attendees.”

The sessions also give 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
sport coaches and fitness instructors 
the opportunity to practice and 
develop their applied industry 
skills in a supervised context.

“The sessions are of mutual 
benefit to the public and 
students,” added Mr Scriven.

Graham Brixey, 60, has been coming 
for the last six years, said: “It’s 
excellent. It’s made a big difference 
to my life. I retired about six years 
ago and immediately put on a stone.

“I lost a little bit myself and 
noticed an advert in the paper for 
it. I came along and now I’m three 
stone lighter mainly due to this.”

Anyone interested in getting 
involved in the men’s sessions 
can contact Mr Scriven on 
m.scriven@worc.ac.uk or for 
the women’s sessions email Dr 
Susie Hart s.hart@worc.ac.uk.



 

Images (left-right): 

John West-Burnham,  
Erica Bowen,  
Peter Spurgeon,  
Elizabeth Gilchrist 
and Richard Pates

To attend lectures 
and be included 
on our invite list, 
please contact Becky 
Seabright by emailing 
rsvp@worc.ac.uk

PROFESSORIAL AND 
GUEST LECTURES 

THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER HOSTS A SERIES OF 
PROFESSORIAL LECTURES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

 Professor John West-Burnham

The end of improvement? 
Alternative perspectives 
on educational policy 
and practice

In his lecture, Professor West-
Burnham suggested the current 
prevailing model in educational 
thinking might be broadly 
characterised as liberal, democratic 
and incremental. Professor West-
Burnham argued that while 
there is a role for incremental 
improvement over time, for many 
aspects of education policy and 
practice there is a need for a more 
profoundly radical approach moving 
from reforming to rethinking.

19 January 2017

 Professor Erica Bowen

A Hammer to Crack 
A Nut: Evidence-
Based Practice & the 
Rehabilitation of Domestic 
Violence Perpetrators 

Professor Bowen’s lecture 
considered that programmes to 
tackle domestic violence in England 
and Wales are too varied with 
little evidence that they work.

Professor Erica Bowen said there 
was almost no evidence or 
research available to support the 
use of many interventions and 
she has called for a change in the 
system and more research.

1 February 2017

 Professor Peter Spurgeon

A personal journey from 
leading an organisation 
to medical leadership 
and engagement

In his lecture, Professor Peter 
Spurgeon traced a personal journey 
from leading an organisation to 
researching leadership in other 
organisations, arriving at a current 
focus on medical leadership 
and medical engagement. 
The lecture covered the three main 
research projects which represent 
Professor Spurgeon’s current work; 
the first involves embedding the 
skills of leadership in a professional 
group, the second area of work 
concerns medical engagement, 
and the third is a newly completed 
project offering a radical new 
approach to patient safety based 
on incorporating lessons from 
other safety-critical industries.

8 February 2017 

 Professor Elizabeth Gilchrist

Developing a Critically 
Informed, Scientific 
Psychology of Relationship 
Abuses, Theories 
and Responses

Professor Gilchrist highlighted 
some of the key issues linked to the 
development of thinking around 
Intimate Partner Abuse (IPA) and 
changes in responses over the years, 
with reference to a range of research 
projects and will describe some of 
the positive developments in theory 

and practice, and identify some areas 
where issues remain unresolved.

22 February 2017 

 Professor Ilora Finlay

Baroness Finlay of Llandaff 
Professor of Palliative Medicine

Dying and Living

The third annual Judy Dale 
Lecture, hosted by the Centre 
for Palliative Care.

Baroness Finlay’s lecture will outline 
common concerns of people who are 
dying, and the need for services to be 
rapidly responsive. It will also look at 
the difficulties for carers of all ages 
when somebody they love is dying 
and explore the arguments that are 
put forward around assisting suicide.

2 March 2017

 Professor Richard Pates

Keep it simple and build 
on firm foundations

In his lecture, Professor Pates will 
use examples from his career in 
clinical psychology and from his 
current work with children to 
discuss what he perceives as the 
over-complication of psychological 
therapies and the need to base help 
on simple and solid foundations.

16 March 2017
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BUSINESS GRADUATE RECEIVES AWARD 
FROM ANCIENT TRADE GUILD

Rowena Simmons is the third recipient of the Clothiers Company of 
Worcester Charitable Foundation’s Annual Award. 

The Foundation was 
formed in 2014 with 
one of its objectives 
being to support 
the education of 
young people in 
Worcestershire.

The Clothiers 
Company is 
Worcester’s ancient 
trade guild which 
was granted a Royal 
Charter by Queen 
Elizabeth 1 in 1590.

Rowena, from 
Droitwich, was 
chosen as the third 
recipient of the 
award, which was 
this year given to 
the Most Promising 
Entrepreneur.

During her Business 
degree, Rowena 
grew her successful 
jewellery business, 
Franco Florenzi, into 
an award-winning, 
global concern.

“I am so pleased, and 
surprised to have won 
this award,” she said. 
“It’s so lovely to get 
this extra recognition 
on top of my degree. 
It’s been a fantastic 
year, personally and 
professionally.”

Ian Smith, Trustee 
of the Clothiers’ 
Company Charitable 
Foundation and 
Partner of Bishop 
Fleming LLP, said: 

“One of the key 
planks of the 
Clothiers’ Company 
Foundation is 
the support for 
entrepreneurs; after 
all, the original 
Clothiers themselves 
were traders and 
merchants.”

“Rowena is a 
real role model 
for young 
entrepreneurs 
with a fabulous 
business 
that she has 
run whilst at 
university and 
has created 
her own 
career path.”

TAKING THE RISK
A Journalism graduate from the 
University of Worcester has launched 
his own magazine less than two 
years after completing his degree.

Entrepreneur Conor Rees founded 
99 Percent Lifestyle magazine, which 
focuses on design, creativity, business 
and travel, based on a final year project.

He says the course helped him decide 
what he was going to do and gave 
him skills to make it achievable.

“It gave me various skills and 
knowledge on topics such as 
social media and structuring news 
stories and features,” he said.

“I would recommend that any graduate 
should try something that they are 
thinking about. I think it’s probably 
the best time to take a risk.”

“It does take up a lot of energy, 
but I enjoy working on it knowing 
that I have created and built up 
something from scratch,” he said.

 To find out more about the magazine  
 visit www.99percentlifestyle.com/

Images (top-bottom): 

l-r: Steven Knight with 
Natalie Nimblette

Rowena Simmons

l-r: Journalism 
lecturer, Claire Wolfe 
with Conor Rees

University News

STUDENT SUCCESS
PEAKY BLINDERS CREATOR AND OSCAR-NOMINATED 
SCREENWRITER PRAISES BUDDING SCREENWRITING STUDENT
Natalie Nimblette received the 
University of Worcester Steven 
Knight Award for Best Screenplay.

The award was founded by Mr 
Knight, creator of the Oscar-
nominated screenplay Dirty 
Pretty Things and the recent, 
acclaimed BBC television series 
Peaky Blinders, and goes to the 
Screenwriting graduate who writes 
the most original screenplay.

“Winning the award felt fantastic 
and has boosted my confidence in 
writing immensely,” said Natalie, 
of Stroud, Gloucestershire.

Her winning script, Black Feather, is 
about a girl with a pet crow who gets 
involved in a mystery surrounding 
one of her neighbours and was 
inspired by a nature documentary.

Natalie’s script also got 
through to the Quarter 
Final stage of the American 
Academy Nicholl Fellowship, 
a prestigious international 
script competition attracting 
approximately 7,000 entries.

“I think I have always been a very 
visual person, which is why I initially 
wanted to go into film. I have always 
liked writing but with words there’s 
only so much you can do to get 
the pictures in your head onto the 
page, which I found frustrating.”

Mr Knight said: “I thought Natalie’s 
work was fantastically original and 
kept me gripped from page one. I’m 
sure she has a future in the business.

“It is important to encourage 
young talented writers through 

bringing new ideas and 
perspectives to the industry.”

“I hope that this award 
will continue to inspire 
all students on the 
Screenwriting course 
to excellence.”

Screenwriting Course Leader, Sarah 
Evans, added: “Natalie definitely has 
what it takes to be a successful writer 
– strong original ideas, a real passion 
for character and a disciplined 
approach to developing scripts.

“Steven’s award has given a 
real boost to the Screenwriting 
students at Worcester and 
Natalie has set the bar very 
high for this year’s students.”

  NEWS



SCHOOL PUPILS PUT 
POLITICS INTO PRACTICE 
Schoolchildren get a taste of life in Westminster during a special 
Parliament Day hosted by the University of Worcester.

Pupils from Pitmaston Primary 
School, in Worcester, got the 
chance to put politics into 
practice with a key debate on the 
use of modern technology.

Year Six pupils had to vote on a 
motion to limit children’s time 
using electronic tablets and 
mobile phones, with pupils arguing 
forcefully on both sides of a 
mocked up ‘House of Commons’.

Organised by staff from the 
University’s Primary Initial Teacher 
Education degree, teaching students 
were involved throughout the day 
and played various characters, 
including the Speaker of the House 
and the Clerk of the House.

The event, held at The Hive, also 
tried to replicate a real political 
scenario, with pupils canvassing 
for votes, hearing from ‘experts’ 
and giving media interviews.

Trainee teachers then reported 
on the day posting pictures and 
pupils’ interview comments live 
on a special social media feed.

Nigel Huddleston, MP for Mid 
Worcestershire, attended to explain 
his role and answer questions.

Kate Wilcock, Headteacher 
at Pitmaston Primary School, 
said: “It was such a fantastic 
opportunity for our children.

“The Year 6 pupils have been 
learning about the etiquette of 
politics and debating within the 
House of Commons, researching 
the topic, practising their persuasion 
and debating skills and really 
challenging their ideas and thinking.

“These are the events our pupils 
remember and learn the most from.”

Rachel Barrell, Course Leader for 
Primary Initial Teacher Education, 
who masterminded the event, said: 
“Embedding fundamental British 
values is a core element of our 
Primary Initial Teacher Training 
programme at Worcester and our 
Year 3 students have just completed 
an assignment on how these values 
can be taught in the classroom.

“Working with Pitmaston Primary 
School on a Parliament Day was 
an ideal opportunity for our 
students to work with pupils in 
a creative and innovative way to 
enable children to learn about 
the importance of democracy 
and the rule of law and that their 
voices can make a difference.

“Supporting our 
partnership schools is 
also a key driver in all 
of the work we do.”

Mr Huddleston said: “I think this is 
an excellent day that realistically 
showed how parliament works 
and really engaged the pupils in 
a way I have never seen before.

“It’s really important that young 
people know how parliament and 
democracy works and understand 
how they can play a part in it 
and today really showed that.

“It’s fantastic to see such partnership 
work between the University of 
Worcester’s Institute of Education 
and a local primary school.”

NATIONAL TEACHING 
FELLOWSHIP AWARDS
Maggie Andrews, Professor of Cultural History, 
and Rachel Barrell, Course Leader for the 
University’s Primary Initial Teacher Education 
programme, have both been awarded National 
Teaching Fellowships by the Higher Education 
Academy, for their exceptional educational work.

This is the top award for those teaching at 
universities across the country – with just 
55 awarded across the entire country.

Mrs Barrell said: “I am absolutely delighted and 
honoured to receive this award, as it shows a 
recognition of my passion and commitment 
to the student experience through working in 
partnership and collaboration. I am also honoured 
to work with such inspirational and professional 
trainee teachers who will be a credit to the 
teaching profession in the years to come.”

Professor Andrews added: “I am thrilled and 
honoured to have my teaching and work with 
students nationally recognised. My teaching is 
inspired by inter-disciplinary research, engaging 
students with the heritage sector, local community 
groups and the media. I seek to give students an 
inspiring and nurturing learning environment in 
which to encounter troublesome knowledge.”

Professor David Green praised the achievements: 
“Outstanding teaching is a top priority at the 
University of Worcester. We are deeply committed to 
inspiring our students to thrive, flourish and succeed. 
Rachel’s work is helping the University produce some 
of Britain’s very best Primary school teachers. Maggie 
Andrews is known around the country for her work in 
inspiring students and communities to take a fresh and 
fascinating look at vital questions in Britain’s heritage.”

The successful National Teaching Fellows (NTFs) 
were chosen from nominations submitted by 
higher education institutions across England, 
Northern Ireland and Wales. Each will receive an 
award of £5,000 which will be used to support 
their professional development in teaching 
and learning or aspects of pedagogy.

Photo: l-r: Rachell Barrel, Professor David Green  
and Professor Maggie Andrews
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