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In the UK, suicide is the leading cause of death in young people aged 15–24 
years. Official suicide statistics under-report suicide in the student 
population, however, they still show an increase in student suicide from 97 in 
2007 to 163 in 2015. 
 

CHANTAL VINYARD 

Gaps in the literature on UK student suicide include: a lack of information 
about universities’ practices of recording and monitoring student suicide; no 
data on how many universities have implemented student suicide prevention 
and response strategies; no information about the type of strategies 
universities might be employing. 
 
Chantal’s PhD research aims to address the identified gaps in the literature 
by exploring student suicide monitoring, prevention and response strategies 
in UK universities. Chantal’s presentation will focus on her survey of UK 
HEIs, and the challenges of researching a sensitive topic including ethical 
considerations and gathering research data that may be subject to Freedom 
of Information requests.  
 

HILARY CAUSER 

The suicide of a student is a premature, potentially preventable death that 
brings significant emotional and socio-economic impacts across personal 
and social networks. The numbers of student suicides are in line with those 
in the age-matched general population. Research from the US demonstrates 
that up to 135 people are impacted by a suicide death. For each student 
suicide, we do not know who is impacted or how many of them are within the 
HEI setting. 
 
Hilary’s PhD aims to explore the experiences of HEI staff that have been 
exposed to a student suicide. Her presentation will focus on the challenge of 
exploring a sparsely researched topic and the methodological solutions that 
she will be utilising to address this challenge. 
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